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A WORD FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

During the past year, although the number of complaints
received was lower than in the previous year, the Board
convened on over thirty occasions to deliberate on
various procedures and issues that were essential to
address in 2024. These meetings are a vital part of the
Authority’s operations. In addition to reviewing policies,
guidelines, directives, and administrative matters, the
Board plays a central role in adjudicating complaints and
charges brought before it.

A significant highlight of 2024 was the European
Parliament elections, which always present new
challenges. During such periods, the Authority must
operate with utmost efficiency to ensure that the
principles of impartiality and balance are upheld. Public
expectations for the Authority to act diligently and
fairly are high, particularly in safeguarding democratic
values and the independence of the media. This period
is particularly sensitive, as the Authority is responsible
for overseeing political broadcasts and issuing directives
that regulate programmes and advertisements during
the electoral process. Under the guidance of the Chief
Executive Officer, the executive arm of the Authority

worked meticulously to prepare and implement these
broadcasts and directives.

Another important milestone in 2024 was the
conclusion of a new collective agreement between
the Broadcasting Authority and the UHM - Voice of
the Workers, the union representing the Authority’s
employees. This agreement marks a significant step
forward, not only by improving working conditions
by consolidating policies under one comprehensive
framework for all employees.

During the year under review, we also continued
implementing an ambitious and much needed
maintenance programme on the Gharghur transmission
tower. What was initially anticipated to be a few months
of work extended significantly due to the significantly
unforeseen structural damage discovered by the
contractor. Given the complex nature of working at
height and the need to safeguard the well-being of
workers, users and third parties, the project required
considerable work and attention. In parallel, efforts
were made to maintain the Gharghur site, including the
refurbishment of the guard room, to ensure that this
critical infrastructure remains secure.

In addition to the current site, the Authority has
continued exploring options for an alternative back-up
site for Gharghur. Recognising the strategic importance
of a transmission facility, the Authority is evaluating
potential locations, given that the existing back-up
antenna is situated on the main transmission tower. This
is a complex and sensitive undertaking that will require
several technical and logistical studies in the coming years
to identify a viable site with all necessary infrastructure.

The Authority was also involved in several appeals
during 2024, which resulted in court proceedings. Such
legal processes demand thorough preparation and
considerable time and resources. Nevertheless, the
Authority remains fully committed to defending its
decisions in a professional and responsible manner.

Throughout the year, | have greatly appreciated the
support of my fellow Board members, particularly during
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period of increased pressure related to the electoral
process held mid-year.

Looking ahead to 2025, the Authority is preparing
for another active and challenging year. We are currently
working on the finalisation of internal Board procedures,
and by the end of 2025, we aim to have clear procedural
guidelines in place. These will provide structure and
consistency in our work and will be reviewed periodically
as needed.

Beyond internal governance, the Authority has
also been working on proposed amendments to the
Broadcasting Act. One of the key aspirations of this Board
term is to see the Government adopt these proposals
and enact updated legislation that reflects the realities
of today’s media landsape, including the various forms of
audiovisual media services.

In conclusion, | would like to express my sincere thanks
to all members of the Board for their expertise and valuable
contributions during the year. | also extend my gratitude
to the Chief Executive and her management team for
their dedication and in implementing broadcasting
legislation and directives, and to our stakeholders for their
cooperation and commitment to upholding the Authority’s
decisions and guidance.
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BROADCASTING
AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS

Mr Frank V. Farrugia
Chairman

Broadcasting Authority Board
The Broadcasting Authority is established under Article 118(1) of the Constitution of Malta. According to Article 118(2),
“The members of the Broadcasting Authority shall be appointed by the President, acting in accordance with the advice of
the Prime Minister given after he has consulted with the Leader of the Opposition.”

Mr Charlo’ Bonnici Dr Peter Fenech Mr Frans Ghirxi Dr Alessandro Lia
Member Member Member Member

Dr Adriano Spiteri
Board Secretary
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MESSAGE
FROM THE CEO

New Challenges Ahead

One of the central missions of the Broadcasting Authority is
to safeguard plurality of voices within the media landscape.
Traditional media outlets are subject to regulation to

ensure this plurality, and it is the Broadcasting Authority’s
responsibility to verify that diverse viewpoints are
adequately represented. While each station holds editorial
independence, the Broadcasting Act - among other legal
instruments - sets out obligations related to impartiality
and the fair allocation of airtime among political parties. The
Authority’s licensing is designed to ensure that broadcasters
educate, inform and entertain the people. While these
functions are not necessarily ranked in order of priority, all
stakeholders strive to address them as part of their public
service remit.

The year 2024 was a year which offered a wide range
of operational scenarios, not least due to the European
Parliament and Local Council elections. These electoral
events demand extensive preparation, tight deadlines,
and often immediate decision-making. At times, decisions
had to be taken in unexpected and unusual circumstances,
some of which were quickly brought to public attention
by the media. The Authority’s responsibilities ranged from
implementing electoral directives and producing political
broadcasts to vetting political content, coordinating pre-
production of broadcast schedules, and making real-time
decisions just before recordings.

It continues to be a great honour to lead the
Broadcasting Authority as we look forward to another
year of challenges and transformation. Notably, the
implementation of the European Media Freedom Act
(EMFA) which present new responsibilities for the media
industry, while a revision of the Audiovisual Media Services
Directive (AVMSD) is already under discussion. Additionally,
the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the Artificial Intelligence
Act (Al Act) are expected to bring further regulatory
implications. As new services emerge, the Authority must
be prepared to navigate uncharted territory with agility
and foresight.

Both policymakers and regulators must remain
responsive to rapid developments in the media landscape,
driven by evolving technologies and changing patterns of

media consumption. At the same time, we must intensify
our efforts to protect vulnerable users — not only minors
but also other at-risk groups. Key questions continue to
drive our work: Do we have media we can trust and value?
Are we doing enough to protect viewers and listeners
from harm? How far should we extend regulation to online
media services? And what is expected of us as a national
regulator?

While regulation is sometimes perceived as a restrictive
force, it can serve as an enabler when it evolves in step
with industry developments. This benefits not only media
producers but also audiences, ensuring that citizens are
protected, informed, and empowered. The Authority is
committed to continuing its work on legislative reforms -
reforms that are now overdue. A comprehensive overhaul
of the Broadcasting Act will ensure a regulatory framework
that is modern, transparent and fair.

Our journey in media regulation is ongoing, and the
years ahead are likely to see the addition of new services
and further adaptation to new European media legislation.
With the continued collaboration of stakeholders, a
cohesive internal team, and the dedication of all Authority
employees, we are preparing ourselves to address the
challenges that lie ahead.

In conclusion, | wish to express my sincere gratitude to
all members of the Broadcasting Authority team for their
unwavering commitment, professionalism, and expertise.
Their dedication remains essential in fulfilling our regulatory
responsibilities and in ensuring that the Authority’s
objectives are consistently achieved year after year.
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR
BY THE CEO

Signing of Collective Agreement

Following a series of negotiations, in April 2024 the
Broadcasting Authority signed a new three-year collective
agreement with the Union Haddiema Magghudin (UHM).
This agreement builds upon the foundations of previous
arrangements while addressing the evolving needs of the : o
Authority, which remains a relatively small organisation. J FTEHiM KoLLerTy

B

The principal objectives of this agreement are to
p p ) g Bﬂ'ﬂ-‘.ﬂﬂﬂ.snmg AUTHORITY

offer Broadcasting Authority employees an improved
remuneration package and to ensure a positive and _ - —

|
healthy working environment. The agreement was signed o : " VOICE OF THE WoRkers
by Mr Frank V. Farrugia, Chairman of the Broadcasting
Authority, and Dr Joanna Spiteri, Chief Executive Officer,
on behalf of management. Representing the Union were
Mr Mario Sacco and Ms Antoinette Aquilina, while Ms Mary
Grace Caruana and Mr David Paul Mallia signed on behalf
of the Broadcasting Authority employees.

The signing was witnessed by Mr Mario Grixti and
Ms Therese Formosa from the Industrial Relations Unit

of the People and Standards Division, together with the
Authority’s Chief Corporate Services Officer, Mr Daniel
Delia, and Chief Operations Officer, Mr Adriel Vella.

BA Chairman and CEO together with UHM representatives Antoinette Aquilina and Mario Sacco during the signing of the collective agreement flanked by
employees’ representatives and IRU officials (credits: Rodney Cassar Photography)



Educational Sponsorship -
Certifikat fil-Qari tal-Provi bil-Malti
For yet another consecutive year, the Broadcasting
Authority continued its support for media professionals
wishing to enhance their proficiency in the Maltese
language through the course “Certifikat fil-Qari tal-Provi bil-
Malti’, organised by the University of Malta in collaboration
with the Kunsill Nazzjonali tal-llsien Malti.

In 2024, four candidates were sponsored by the
Authority to enrol in this programme:

Elaine Camilleri (Illum)
«  Kimberly Sacco Baldacchino (ONE)

ANNUAL REPORT 2024

«  Christine Mamo (Media.Link Communications)
George Cassar (PBS Ltd)

The Authority remains committed to supporting producers
and journalists in their efforts to improve the quality of
Maltese used in broadcasting. Such initiatives aim to raise
professional standards in the media sector and ensure

the delivery of high-quality content in correct and fluent
Maltese.

Feedback from the participants who benefited from this
sponsorship are included below:

[I-kors fil-qari tal-provi bil-Malti kien strumentali biex intejjeb il-hiliet tieghi
fil-lingwa Maltija. Ghalkemm il-Malti minn dejjem habbejtu, kultant kont
nidhol fid-dubju meta nikteb minhabba certi regoli. Bla dubju, dan il-kors tani

Joanna Camilleri
(PBS)

l-opportunita sabiex intejjeb il-kitba tieghi fil-qasam tal-gurnalizmu sportiv
kif ukoll fix-xandir. Matul il-kors jien stajt nindirizza I-incertezzi li kelli mal-

letturi professjonali kollha. Minkejja li hu qasir, il-kors huwa pjuttost intensiv.

L-istudenti kollha kellhom attenzjoni tal-oghla kwalita. Matul dan il-kors kelli

¢-cans li nsir naf studenti ohra minn ogsma differenti ta’ xoghol.

Nixtieq nirringrazzja lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir tal-ghajnuna fil-finanzjament

ghall-kors fil-qari tal-provi li permezz tieghu aggornajt ruhi fuq ir-regoli

I-godda tal-ortografija tal-lingwa Maltija li jien nuza kontinwament waqt

Laura Cunningham
(Assoéjazzjoni tal-Gurnalisti Sportivi)

ix-xoghol tieghi fix-xandir. Permezz ta’ din I-ghajnuna, kull sena numru ta’
xandara ged ikunu mhajra jsegwu dan il-kors verament utli u ghalhekk I-uzu

tal-lingwa Maltija fix-xandir kemm miktub kif ukoll dak mitkellem ged jitjieb

sostanzjalment.

[I-lingwa Maltija hi vera ghal galbi, u dan il-kors kompla jghinni nitghallem

Josef Fitzpatrick
ose . : -zpa re u napprezza din il-lingwa. Sintendi, dan jghin lilna fil-qasam tax-xandir biex

(MediaLink) . . o : - o
inkomplu ntejbu dak li jigi mxandar fuq it-televizjoni u I-mezzi so¢jali.
Ghal min jahdem fl-industrija tal-mezzi tal-komunikazzjoni f'pajjizna, ikun
krugjali li jaghmel dan il-kors fil-Qari tal-Provi bil-Malti. Bhala xandara, ta’
kuljum inkunu f'pozizzjoni li jkollna bzonn gharfien fit-thaddim tal-lingwa
Maltija u allura dan iwassal biex ir-rapporti tal-ahbarijiet u I-kontenut fix-

Roberto Francalanza xandir ikunu ta’ kwalita f'dak li ghandu x’jagsam |-uzu tal-ilsien Malti

(ONE Productions) g Jad )

Hija inizjattiva ferm tajba u apprezzata hafna li I-Awtorita tax-Xandir, bis-
sahha ta’' dan l-isponsorship, ged tibni dejjem aktar persuni kwalifikati f'dan
il-qasam biex jassiguraw li t-tixrid tal-lingwa sabiha taghina ma tintilifx, filwaqgt
li awtomatikament tibga’ ttejjeb il-hiliet fit-thaddim tal-lingwa Maltija.
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Sephora Francalanza
(Traduttri¢i, Eks Gurnalista)

Bdejt il-kors fil-gari tal-provi bhala gurnalista u spic¢c¢ajtu bhala traduttrici.
[I-Malti huwa |-ghodda ewlenija f'dawn iz-zewg xoghlijiet, u ghalhekk ta’
spiss niltaga’ ma’ xi diffikulta jew xi dubju lingwistiku li t-taghlim li hadt
fil-kors jaghtini twegiba ghalihom. Bil-lenti specjalizzata tieghu, il-kors
ghenni nifhem ahjar ir-rikkezza tal-Malti u ntejjeb I-uzu tieghi tal-lingwa
sal-ingas punt u virgola. Barra minn hekk, il-letturi huma nies mill-agwa li
jagsmu I-passjoni taghhom lejn il-lingwa mal-istudenti. Permezz tal-hiliet
organizzattivi u I-entuzjazmu taghhom, it-tieni semestru tal-kors stajt inlestih
minn barra minn Malta minghajr xkiel billi I-kors issa jsir kompletament
online. L-ghajnuna finanzjarja mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir, peress li I-kors bdejtu
meta kont fil-qasam tal-gurnalizmu, kienet ta’ ghajnuna kbira u imbutattura
biex naghmel il-kors sabiex narrikkixxi |-hiliet tieghi.

Dr Joanna Spiteri

Minkejja li kont studjajt il-Malti fl-Universita ta’ Malta, xorta wahda kien ikun
hemm istanzi fix-xoghol tieghi meta kienu jiguni dubji dwar kif nikteb xi
kliem. Peress li x-xoghol tieghi hafna drabi jirrikjedi kitba bil-Malti u waqtiet
ohra li nirregolaw dak li jixxandar u jintwera bil-Malti, hsibt li naghmel il-kors
fil-gari tal-provi bil-Malti grazzi ghas-sapport tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. Peress
li dan il-kors huwa part-time u jsir filghaxijiet, stajt niddedika parti mill-hin
tieghi biex nissahhah fl-uzu tal-lingwa Maltija. L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kull sena
tisponsorja numru ta’'impjegati fix-xandir biex jaghmlu dan il-kors, u hsibt

li naccetta wkoll is-sussidju li I-Awtorita kienet lesta li taghtini biex inkun
nista’ nitharreg fil-kitba tal-ilsien Malti - inizjattiva li ma stajtx ma nghidx iva
ghaliha.

Left to right: Elaine Camilleri, Christine Mamo, Frank V. Farrugia, \‘\
Joanna Spiteri, Kimberly Sacco Baldacchino
(George Cassar was not present during the signing of the agreement) e

-14
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MEP and Local Council Elections

The year 2024 was marked by the European Parliament
and Local Council elections. A period which once

again demanded intense preparation and meticulous
implementation from the Authority. In the run-up to

the elections, the Broadcasting Authority issued specific
directives regulating TV and radio programming during
the electoral period, ensuring that the principles of
impartiality, balance, and fairness were upheld. The
Authority was also responsible for overseeing the political
broadcast scheme, which is detailed in a separate chapter
of this report.

ak

Prime Minister Dr Robert Abela during the Leaders’ debate held on Leader of the Opposition Dr Bernard Grech during the Leaders’ debate held on
the 5th of June 2024 as part of the political broadcasts scheme the 5th of June 2024 as part of the political broadcasts scheme
(credits: cngfotography) (credits: cngfotography)

BA Chairman and Chief Executive together with presenter Liam Carter and the production team of the political broadcasts as part of the Scheme of Political
Broadecasts (credit: cngfotography)




Requests from Polish Television Stations

Throughout 2024, the Broadcasting Authority received

a number of enquiries from Polish television stations
seeking to obtain a broadcasting licence in Malta. The
Chief Executive Officer and the Chief Licensing Officer held
discussions with a visiting Polish delegation to provide
detailed guidance on the regulatory requirements and
procedures involved in establishing an audiovisual service,
specifically a television station, under Maltese jurisdiction.

Courtesy Visit to H.E. Myriam Spiteri Debono, President
of Malta

In October 2024, the Chairman and the Chief Executive
Officer paid a courtesy call on Her Excellency Myriam
Spiteri Debono, President of Malta. During the meeting, the
Authority highlighted its pivotal role as a media regulator,
addressing the evolving challenges brought about by
technological advancements and the emergence of new
forms of media. The visit also served as an opportunity

to reaffirm the Authority’s ongoing commitment to
safeguarding the public interest within this dynamic media
landscape.
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Digital Services Forum

With the introduction of the Digital Services Act (DSA),
the Broadcasting Authority continued its engagement in
policy discussions relevant to digital regulation. Although
the Malta Communications Authority (MCA) has been
designated as Malta’s Digital Services Coordinator (DSC),
the Broadcasting Authority actively participated in
stakeholder forums organised by the MCA. These forums
provide a collaborative platform for various authorities
and bodies to share insights and perspectives on the
implementation and implications of the DSA.

Role in Fundamental Rights under the EU Al Act

In light of the upcoming EU Artificial Intelligence Act,
which aims to foster the development of trustworthy Al,
while safeguarding fundamental rights, the Broadcasting
Authority was identified by the Malta Digital Innovation
Authority (MDIA) as one of Malta's Fundamental Rights
Authorities under Article 77 of the Regulation. The
Authority participated in the first round table meeting
hosted by the MDIA in December 2024, joining other
entities in discussing the potential impacts of the Al Act,
particularly in relation to media freedom, user safety, and
ethical standards.

BA Chairman and CEO during the courtesy visit with Her Excellency Myriam Spiteri Debono, the President of Malta
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Engagement with Community Radio Stations

As part of its outreach efforts, the Authority held two
meetings in 2024 with representatives from community
radio stations. The first meeting was held in Gozo on
25th September, followed by a second in Malta on 6th
December. These sessions provided a platform to discuss
the regulatory framework governing community radio
broadcasting, as well as the specific challenges and
needs of these stations. Following the meetings, the
Authority issued a comprehensive set of guidelines for
community broadcasting services, offering clarity on
licensing procedures and the relevant provisions under the
Broadcasting Act and its subsidiary legislation.

Media Literacy and the Mediterranean Digital Media
Observatory (MEdAMO)

The Broadcasting Authority continued to support efforts
in media literacy, particularly in relation to countering

misinformation and disinformation. The Authority
collaborated with the Mediterranean Digital Media
Observatory (MEAMO) - an EU-funded initiative involving
journalists, researchers, and media literacy experts from
Malta, Greece, and Cyprus, as well as Agence France-Presse
(AFP).

On 19th June 2024, a webinar was organised in
collaboration with MEdMO to enhance local journalists’
awareness of fact-checking practices and promote
dialogue around disinformation. The session featured
contributions from recognised fact-checking entities,
including Times of Malta, Fact-Check Cyprus, Ellinika
Hoaxes, and AFP. The Broadcasting Authority recognises
the critical importance of fostering responsible journalism
and ensuring that media professionals are equipped to
identify and respond to misleading or false information.

BA Chairman Frank V. Farrugia, Chief Licencing and Compliance Randolph Micallef, and Chief Operations Officer Adriel Vella during the information
session with representatives of the community radios operating in Gozo

An information session on licencing and monitoring procedures held with representatives of the community radio stations operating in Malta




BROADCASTING
LICENCES

Under Part Ill of the Broadcasting Act, the Broadcasting
Authority exercises its requlatory responsibilities through
a licensing regime that covers all broadcasting services
under its remit. This includes both radio and audio-
visual services, ranging from nationwide analogue radio
and short- and long-term community radio stations to
digital radio and a broad spectrum of television services
- whether commercial or thematic, linear or on-demand,
local or foreign in origin.

In addition, while Public Broadcasting Services (PBS)
are not directly licensed by the Authority - as stipulated
by Article 10(4D) of the Broadcasting Act - they are still
subject to all other provisions outlined in the law. In 2024,
the Government renewed the licences for six PBS stations,
namely Radju Malta, Radju Malta 2, Magic Malta, TVM,
TVM+, and TVMSports+, affirming their continued public
service mandate.

Services Licensed or Renewed by the Authority in 2024:
« 3 Drive-in Cinemas
« 15 Community Radio Stations
1 Commercial Religious Television TV Service
+ 1 0n-Demand Web Service
« 1 Nationwide Analogue Radio Service

By the end of 2024, the Broadcasting Authority’s registry
comprised a total of 76 licensed services, broken down as
follows:
« 2 Commercial Television Services
« 3 Satellite Television Services
4 Public Service Television Broadcasts
« 5 General Interest Objective Television Services
« 6 Digital Nationwide Radio Services
7 On-Demand Audiovisual Media Services
+ 13 Analogue Nationwide Radios Services?
« 17 Own-Broadcast Television Services
19 Long Term Community Radio Services

1 Excluding Temporary Services, i.e. Community Radio Service
(Short-Term) and Drive-in Cinemas
2 Three of which form part of the Public Service Broadcasting.

Radio Broadcasting Licences

Nationwide Analogue Radio (FM/AM)

In 2024, the Broadcasting Authority renewed the licence of
Bay Easy, an analogue nationwide radio service operated
by Valentina Communications Ltd and broadcasting on
100.2Mhz. The station, which primarily features music
programming, was granted a standard eight-year term,
subject to developments in distribution technology that
impact the future broadcasting landscape.

Following this renewal, the Broadcasting Authority’s
register of nationwide analogue radio services remained
stable, with thirteen licensed national stations available to
the Maltese public on the FM spectrum.
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Nationwide Radio Service (Analogue)
Period
09/10/2024

Service Name Company Term Freq.

100.2

Bay Easy Valentina Communications 8 years 08/10/2032

Community Radio Stations and religious events — most notably, the feast of the local

patron saint. Such stations play a vital role in promoting
local identity, traditions, and civic engagement through
community-oriented programming.

During the year under review, the Authority granted

Community radio licences are categorised into two types:
Long-term licences, for a period of three years
+  Short-term licences, not exceeding one month

In both cases, the effective radiated power (E.R.P) is
limited to a maximum of 12 Watts, significantly restricting
their coverage in comparison to nationwide radio services.

the following community radio licences:
3 Long-Term Community Radio Services

12 Short-Term Community Radio Services
These licences are primarily intended to serve specific local

communities and are often issued in support of seasonal or
community-focused broadcasting initiatives.

Short-term licences are typically granted during festive
periods such as Christmas and Easter, or for specific cultural

These figures reflect the ongoing interest in community
broadcasting and the Authority’s commitment to enabling
diverse and locally relevant media voices across the
Maltese Islands.

Community Radio Service

Service Name Locality Term Period Freq. ERP Term
Lehen il-Belt Victoria Victoria 3 years 25/06/2024  24/06/2027 104 43 Llong
Radio 105 [I-Hamrun 3 years 14/06/2024  13/06/2027 105 72  Long
Radju Vizitazzjoni L-Gharb 3 years 12/12/2024  11/12/2027 924 28 long
Lehen il-Karmelitani 1z-Zurrieq 31days 01/07/2024  31/07/2024 1014 8.5  Short
Lehen il-Karmelitani Iz-Zurrieq 31days 01/12/2024 31/12/2024 1014 8.5  Short
Radio Leonardo Hal Kirkop 9 days 17/07/2024  25/07/2024 105.2 4.9  Short
Radju 15 ta’ Awwissu II-Qrendi 26days  08/12/2024  02/01/2025 98.3 3.5 Short
Radju 15 ta’ Awwissu II-Qrendi 25days  23/07/2024  16/08/2024 98.3 3.5  Short
Radju Bernardina II-Qrendi 21days  17/06/2024  23/06/2024 99.5 45  Short
Radju Kazin Banda San Filep Haz-Zebbug 1month 11/05/2024  09/06/2024 1063 7.6  Short
Radju Lauretana Ghajnsielem 25days  08/12/2024 01/01/2025 89.3 43  Short
Radju Lauretana Ghajnsielem 21days  12/08/2024  21/08/2024 89.3 43  Short
Radju Lauretana Ghajnsielem 9 days 11/05/2024  19/05/2024 89.3 43  Short
Radju Lauretana Ghajnsielem 15days  17/03/2024  17/03/2024 89.3 43  Short
Tal-Gilju FM L-Imgabba 10days  29/11/2024  08/12/2024 95.4 3.2  Short

Drive-in Cinemas

From time to time, the Broadcasting Authority receives
requests and enquiries for the operation of drive-in
cinemas. These are generally considered as one-off
events and are treated accordingly within the regulatory
framework.

In such cases, the Authority assigns a temporary FM
frequency for the duration of the event. To ensure minimal
interference and limited range, the effective radiated

power (E.R.P) is restricted to no more than 1 Watt. This set-
up allows audio to be transmitted directly to attendees’ car
radios while maintaining strict compliance with technical
and regulatory standards.

The table below outlines the drive-in cinema events
licensed by the Authority during the year under review:
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Drive-In Cinemas

Event Organiser Locality Term Period Freq. ERP
Jehovah's Witness in Malta Tal-Qroqq 3 days 16/08/2024 18/08/2024 107.9 0.5
Jehovah's Witness in Malta Tal-Qroqq 1 day 05/05/2024 05/05/2024 107.9 0.5
La Stella Victoria 1 day 14/02/2024 14/02/2024 89.1 W

Audio-Visual Media Services Licensing

Commercial Television Service (Religious)

The year 2024 marked the return of UTV, a commercial
television station dedicated to socio-religious
programming. UTV broadcasts 24 hours a week across all
major television platforms,? offering viewers content with a
spiritual and community-oriented focus.

Commercial Television (Religious)
Service Name Company Term Period Network

uTv U Media Ltd. 4 years 04/01/2024  03/01/2028 GO TV, Melita NexTV, EPICTV

On-Demand Audio-Visual Media Service

In addition to its licensing duties, the Broadcasting
Authority also monitors the presence of on-demand
audiovisual media services (ODAVMS) in the market, as
outlined in Article 160 of the Broadcasting Act. Media
service providers offering such services must notify the
Authority of their operations.

In line with this provision and as part of its ongoing
market analysis, the Broadcasting Authority registered
tv.newsbook.com.mt, an online religious service offering
complementary audio-visual content to that of RTK103.

Ondemand Audio-Visual Media Services
Service Name Company Country Genre Platform/Type

tv.newsbook.com.mt Beacon Media Group Ltd. Malta Religious Internet (OTT)

Own-Broadcast Television Service (Generalist)

In 2024, GO PLC submitted a request to amend the licence
of its own-broadcast channel, TOKIS. Initially licensed

to air films and cinematographic works, the service was
approved to expand its content to include current affairs
programmes and light entertainment. All other conditions
of the licence remained unchanged.

3 GOTV, Melita NexTV and EPICTV




ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFENCES

Administrative offences refer to non-criminal breaches of
legislation and regulatory provisions within the Authority’s
remit. In accordance with Article 41 of the Broadcasting
Act and Subsidiary Legislation 350.07, the Broadcasting
Authority is empowered to impose sanctions for such
infractions. Most cases originate from the Monitoring
Department, and upon determining that a licensee has
contravened a provision of the Act or relevant regulations,
the Authority may adopt one or more of the following
measures:

+  Issue a written warning.
Temporarily suspend broadcasting privileges and
issue a formal notice.

«  Impose an administrative penalty.

Charges by Broadcaster - 2024

Medium Station

All administrative procedures are carried out in adherence
to the principles of fairness and transparency, ensuring a
public hearing at every stage*.

Given the Authority’s constitutional mandate - to
ensure, as far as possible, due impartiality on matters of
political or industrial controversy or relating to current
public policy, and to ensure equitable apportionment
of broadcasting time and facilities - the 2024 European
Parliament and Local Council elections naturally resulted in
a heightened number of politically sensitive cases. Out of a
total of 19 charges issued during the reporting year, 7 were
directly related to electoral coverage, while 8 pertained to
breaches involving budget-related spots.

In each instance, the Authority acted in accordance
with Article 41 of the Broadcasting Act and S.L. 350.07,
performing its quasi-judicial role. As part of this process,
the Chief Executive assumes the function of prosecutor -
distinct from other operational responsibilities within the
Authority.

4 See Annex A for a detailed summary for each board decision

Charges

Radio RTK 103

VIBE FM

NETTV
ONE
TVM
TVM+

Television

Total

Summary of Charges Decided by the Authority in
2024 by Station (Including Admissions)

The table hereunder provides a detailed summary of

the charges decided upon by the Authority in 2024,
categorised by station. This includes both upheld decisions
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and cases where stations made admissions of wrongdoing.
The data reflects the Authority’s ongoing commitment
to uphold broadcasting standards and ensure regulatory

compliance across all platforms.

Station
Radios
RTK 103

Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103
14 Oct 2023

Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103
29 Apr-8 Jun 2024

VIBE FM

The Drive VIBE
Jul 2024

Legislative Provision

Article 34(1)(a), Broadcasting Act

Paragraph 3(5), Broadcasting Authority
Directive on Radio and Television Programmes
and Advertisements Broadcast during the

period 29 Apr-8 Jun 2024

Paragraph 3(a) and 3(f), Code on the Correct

Use of the Maltese Language
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Decision

Station found in breach; fine
imposed; suspended 2022
penalty activated.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; warning

issued.

Television

NET Television

Transmissions
18-28 May 2024

Political Spots
18 May 2024

Transmission
6 Jun 2024
ONE

II-Klinika®
15 Nov 2023

Kalamita®
21 Nov 2023

Taste & Travel
15, 22, 290ct 2023

Transmission
18-28 May 2024

Paragraph 3(5), Broadcasting Authority
Directive on Radio and Television Programmes
and Advertisements Broadcast during the

period 29 Apr to 8 Jun 2024

Paragraph 3(4), Broadcasting Authority
Directive on Radio and Television Programmes
and Advertisements Broadcast during the

period 29 Apr to 8 Jun 2024

Article 15 of the Broadcasting Act

Section 3 of S.L 350.18, Requirements as to
Standards and Practice Applicable to Family

Viewing and Listening

Article 16M(3)(d), Broadcasting Act

Article 16K(1)(a), Broadcasting Act

Paragraph 3(5), Broadcasting Authority
Directive on Radio and Television Programmes
and Advertisements Broadcast during the

period 29 Apr to 8 Jun 2024.

5 Chargeissued in 2023 and decided in 2024.

6 Ibid.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station admitted charge; no
hearing requested.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.



Political Spots
18 May 2024

Transmission
6Jun 2024

TVM

L-Ahbarijiet’
19 Feb 2024

L-Ahbarijiet
17 Aug 2024

Budget Spots
27 Oct 2024

Budget Spots®
28-29 Oct 2024

Budget Spots
30 Oct 2024

Budget Spots
31 Oct 2024

Budget Spots®
1 Nov 2024

Budget Spots
3November 2024

Popolin
20 Nov 2024
TVM+

Budget Spots™
28-29 Oct 2024

Budget Spots'
1 Nov 2024
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Paragraph 3(4), Broadcasting Authority
Directive on Radio and Television Programmes Station found in breach; fine
and Advertisements Broadcast during the imposed.

period 29 Apr to 8 Jun 2024.

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

Article 13(2)(f), Broadcasting Act

Article 16K(1)(a), Broadcasting Act

Article 13(2)(f), Broadcasting Act

Article 13(2)(f), Broadcasting Act

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

Article 13(2)(f), Broadcasting Act

Article 13(2)(f), Broadcasting Act

Article 15, Broadcasting Act

The Chief Executive Officer assisted the complainant,

as per S.L.350.07, Special Administrative Procedure.

Also issued on TVM+.
Also issued on TVM+, but with one fine imposed.
10 Alsoissued on TVM.

11 Also issued on TVM, but with one fine imposed.

Station admitted the charge and
did not request a hearing.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station admitted the charge and
did not request a hearing.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.

Station found in breach; fine
imposed.




COMPLAINTS

In line with our mission statement - safeguarding the
public interest — the Broadcasting Authority receives

and processes complaints on a wide array of issues

related to broadcasting media. Safeguarding the public
interest involves prioritising and protecting the welfare

of society. It requires transparent governance, ethical
decision-making, and responsible regulation. This ensures
the well-being of individuals and communities, which
represent the foundations of our society. The Broadcasting
Authority’s decisions are always guided by the principles
of accountability and fairness. These concepts aim to build
trust and promote a harmonious society.

List of Complaints Received and Considered by the
Broadcasting Authority in 2024

The list hereunder shows the full set of complaints received
and considered by the Broadcasting Authority during the
year under review.'

12 See Annex B for a detailed summary of each board decision.
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This year, as noted below, the Broadcasting Authority
received a total of 48 complaints concerning various issues
related to television and radio broadcasts. Following
preliminary assessments and internal investigation carried
out by the Monitoring Department, 33 of these complaints
proceeded to formal determination by the Broadcasting
Authority’s Board. These hearings were conducted in
accordance with the procedures set out in S.L. 350.06,
Code for the Investigation and Determination of
Complaints. The remaining 15 complaints were either not
pursued further by the complainants themselves or were
resolved amicably through mutual agreement between the
parties concerned, thereby obviating the need for formal
adjudication by the Board.

Complaint by Imperium Europa against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Lowell’s address to the nation on New Year’s Day)
Complaint by Imperium Europa (assisted with a charge) against RTK103 re: Andrew Azzopardi on RTK (14/10/2023)
Complaint by Imperium Europa against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (EU migration)
Complaint by Andrew Mangion against TVM re: Popolin (29/11/2023)
Complaint by Prof. Kevin Cassar against ONE re: (Right of Reply re: ONE News) (19/12/2023)
Complaint by Prof. Kevin Cassar against ONE re: ONE News (Comment by Andrew Borg Cardona) (21/01/2024)
Complaint by Mr Carl Grech against Xejk TV (Content)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (The Malta Chamber of Advocates) (29/01/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Government’s Price List Scheme) (31/01/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Sound on Tape in News Bulletins) (01-02/02/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Farmer’s Protest) (02/02/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Bill on Climate Change) (04/02/2024)

(

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Right of Reply re: Malta Eurovision Song Contest

13
2024)

14 Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Malta Eurovision Song Contest 2024) (05/02/2024)
15 Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (PN Press Release re: Transport Malta) (09/02/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Termination of Employment of Transport Malta

16
CEO) (10/02/2024)
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20
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22
23
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25

26
27
28
29
30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
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Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Sound on Tape in News Bulletins and Court
Sentence PN vs BA)

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Sound on Tape of Minister Byron Camilleri re: Civil
Protection) (12/02/2024)

Complaint by Joan Azzopardi against PBS Ltd re: Master Chef Malta

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista (assisted with a charge) against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Sound on Tape re: Climate
Change) (19/02/2024)

Complaint by Mark Amaira against PBS Ltd re: Master Chef Malta

Complaint by Imperium Europa against TVM re: EXTRA (22/04/2024)

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: TVM's live broadcast of the President’s Ceremony (4/04/2024)
Complaint by Imperium Europa against PBS Ltd re: Coverage of Imperium Europa’s PR (26/03/2024)

Complaint by Imperium Europa against Broadcasting Authority re: Monitoring of current affairs programmes on
ONE and NET Television

Complaint by Imperium Europa against ONE re: Non-participation in Station’s current affairs programmes
Complaint by Imperium Europa against NET Television re: No participation in Stations’ Current Affairs Programmes
Complaint by the Archdiocese of Malta against PBS Ltd re: The Caravaggio Centre at St John’s Cathedral
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: Lack of Coverage of PN's Press Release (22/04/2024)
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Vitals Inquiry) (26/05/2024)

Compliant by Imperium Europa against RTK103 re: Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 (re: First Right of Reply)
(18/05/2024)

Compliant by Imperium Europa against RTK103 re: Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 (re: Second Right of Reply)
(18/05/2024)

Complaint by Mr Mark Amaira against PBS Ltd re: Use of the Maltese Language in News Bulletins

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Robert Abela’s Oath before Commissioner for
Standards in Public Life) (10/07/2024)

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (B'Kara Local Council Elections) (09/07/2024)

Complaint by Imperium Europa (assisted with charge) against Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 re: Broadcasting
Authority Directive on Radio and Television Programmes and Advertisements Broadcast During the period 29 Apr
to 8 Jun 2024

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: Nicolette Ghirxi Murder Coverage (19/08/2024)

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: Malta Enterprise CEO Mr George Gregory Coverage
(20/08/2024)

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (New PN'’s Secretary General) (01/09/2024)
Complaint by Dr Jason Azzopardi against TVM re: L-Ahbarijiet (Magisterial Inquiry) (30/08/2024)
Complaint by Mr Guzi Pisani obo L-Ghaqgda tal-Kristofri against NET FM re: Bongu NET FM (11 to 23/09/2024)
Complaints by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: Budget Spots (27/10/2024 to 03/11/2024)
Complaint by Prof Arnold Cassola against PBS Ltd re: Coverage of his PR on Ministers Camilleri and Bartolo
Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: Minister Clayton Bartolo

Complaint by Partit Nazzjonalista against PBS Ltd re: PL's Reaction to PN’s General Council

Complaint by Mr Federico Olivieri against PBS Ltd re: HazZzard - The Quest

Complaint by Partit Laburista against PBS Ltd re: Popolin

Complaint by Mr Paul Zammit against PBS Ltd re: Family Feud

Cases marked in grey indicate those determined by the Broadcasting Authority




COURT CASES

Broadcasting Authority vs

Media.Link Communications Ltd

The civil court case initiated by the Broadcasting Authority
against Media.Link Communications Ltd continued
throughout 2024. The case was filed following the company’s
failure to settle outstanding dues owed to the Authority.
Although during the first hearing, held on 21st November
2023, Media.Link Communications Ltd agreed to honour the
payment schedule proposed by the Authority, no payments
were made. Consequently, proceedings resumed on 21st
March 2024, and the case continued to be heard on its
merits. Further sittings were held on 15th October and 14th
November 2024. By the end of the year under review, the case
remained pending before the Civil Court.

Nationalist Party vs Public Broadcasting Services Ltd and
the Broadcasting Authority
This constitutional case was filed by the Nationalist Party in
August 2023, alleging censorship and a failure by PBS and the
Broadcasting Authority to fulfil their constitutional obligations.
The party claimed that this resulted in a violation of its right
to freedom of expression and a breach of its fundamental
rights. The case concerned a complaint submitted to the
Broadcasting Authority in July 2023, following PBS's failure
to report on events that occurred on 12th July 2023 in
Parliament’s Strangers’ Gallery and outside Parliament, relating
to calls for a public inquiry into the death of Jean Paul Sofia.

On 8th May 2024, the Civil Court (Constitutional
Jurisdiction), presided over by Mr Justice Lawrence Mintoff,
found that both PBS and the Broadcasting Authority had
breached the Nationalist Party’s fundamental rights. PBS was
found to have failed to broadcast footage of the events in
question, and both PBS and the Authority were faulted for
not airing the decision given by the Broadcasting Authority
following the PN complaint.

The Court ordered PBS and the Broadcasting Authority
to pay €2,000 each in compensation and directed that a
summary of the judgment be broadcast during PBS’s main
news bulletin within one week of the judgment becoming
final.

Beacon Media Group Ltd vs
Broadcasting Authority and CEO
On 16th February 2024, Beacon Media Group Ltd filed a

court case against the Broadcasting Authority and its Chief
Executive Officer following the imposition of a fine on
RTK103. The fine was issued in response to comments made
by presenter Prof Andrew Azzopardi on his programme
Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103, during an interview with BA
CEO Dr Joanna Spiteri, concerning the leader of Imperium
Europa, Mr Norman Lowell. Imperium Europa subsequently
requested a right of reply, which was not granted by the
station. Following this, the BA CEO initiated formal charges
against the station under SL 350.07. In its court application,
RTK103 requested the Civil Court (First Hall) to declare the
proceedings null and void and claimed that the Authority
and its CEO acted in bad faith.

The case was presided over by Mr Justice Aaron Bugeja
and included several sessions before his judicial assistant. It
remained pending at the end of 2024.

Judicial protest: lvan Grech Mintoff vs Broadcasting
Authority’s CEO
In May 2024, ABBA party leader lvan Grech Mintoff filed
ajudicial protest against the Chief Executive of the
Broadcasting Authority, alleging that his right to peaceful
protest had been violated. The protest concerned an incident
during a BA-organised political debate, where Mr Grech
Mintoff was not allowed to enter the studio carrying half a
dozen eggs, which he intended to use as part of his protest.
The BA CEO responded formally to the protest. However,
the case was not pursued further.

Prohibitory Injunction and Legal Protest by the
Nationalist Party against PBS and Court Case against PBS
and the Broadcasting Authority regarding Budget 2025
Spots
In October 2024, the Nationalist Party filed a prohibitory
injunction against PBS, seeking to stop the broadcast of
political spots related to the 2025 Budget, which the party
argued were unconstitutional. The court provisionally upheld
the injunction, pending further examination. In November
2024, the court lifted the injunction and allowed PBS to
resume airing the budget-related advertisements.
Subsequently, the Nationalist Party filed a legal protest
against PBS, claiming the broadcaster had breached the
earlier court order by airing the adverts while the injunction
was still in place. The case remained ongoing at the close of
2024
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OPERATIONS OF THE
BROADCASTING AUTHORITY

In 2024, the Broadcasting Authority continued to invest
in strengthening its operational capacity, with a focus
on enhancing staff skills and promoting a culture of
collaboration and teamwork.

Recruitment

During the year, following two internal calls and interview

processes, two new appointments were made:

. Mr Jean-Pierre Caligari was appointed Senior
Programme Monitor on 25th November 2024. In
this role, Mr Caligari is responsible for coordinating
the daily activities of the Monitoring and Research
Department, supporting junior staff, and assisting
the Chief Operations Officer by providing analytical
insights into television and radio broadcasts. He
also collaborates with colleagues and superiors in
organising and delivering work-related initiatives.

. Ms Rosienne Spiteri was appointed Executive
Secretary, tasked with ensuring the efficient and
effective day-to-day administration of the Office of
the Chief Executive.

During the year, Mr Georvin Zammit resigned from
the role of Chief Technical Officer. A public call was

subsequently issued to fill the vacancy.

Training

In the last quarter of 2024, various staff members attended

training courses organised by the Institute for the Public
Service (IPS). These included sessions on teamwork and
group dynamics, as well as ICT skills, contributing to
professional development across the organisation.

Student Placement

In July and August, the Broadcasting Authority welcomed
Mr Jan Camilleri and Ms Mariah Cassar for a four-week
summer placement as part of the Students’ Summer
Work Opportunities Scheme organised by the Ministry
for Education. This was the first job experience for

both students. They assisted with reception duties,
administrative record-keeping, and the collection of

quantitative data, including gender participation metrics in

discussion programmes.

Corporate Social Responsibility
As part of its commitment to the community, the

Broadcasting Authority organised a volunteering initiative
in June 2024. Staff and management joined efforts at the
Soup Kitchen OFM Valletta, managed by the Franciscan
Friars. This hands-on experience not only fostered team
spirit but also offered a deeper appreciation of the diverse
social within Maltese society.

BA staff during a team building event as part of the corporate social
responsibility at the Soup Kitchen, Valletta
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Transmission Site Visit

Over recent years, the Broadcasting Authority has been
engaged in an ongoing maintenance and upgrade
project at its critical transmission site in Gharghur which
is of critical importance for the Maltese islands in term
of communications. On 27th September 2024, staff

and management visited the site, where Transmission
Site Custodian, Mr Joseph Francalanza, provided a
comprehensive overview of the site’s operations and key
project milestones.
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BA staff during a site visit at the Gharghur transmission site and work on Gharghur transmission tower underway




PROGRAMME

MONITORING

DEPARTMENT

The Programme Monitoring Department plays a central
role in ensuring that radio and television broadcasts
adhere to the Broadcasting Act and relevant Subsidiary
Legislation. it core responsibilities include daily monitoring
duties, as well as the preparation of ad hoc quantitative,
and qualitative reports that evaluate the overall quality of
broadcasting in Malta.

In 2024, the department was particularly instrumental
during the European Parliament and Local Council
electoral campaigns, ensuring that all local broadcasting
stations complied with the electoral campaign directive
issued by the Broadcasting Authority.

Thematic Reports

Beyond its daily monitoring tasks, the Monitoring
Department undertakes thematic reports which examine
specific issues emerging in broadcasting. In 2024, the
department compiled three key reports focusing on

the portrayal of vulnerable persons during televised
fundraising events:

1. Puttinu Cares Telethon - March 2024

2. The Malta Trust Foundation - April 2024

3. Fondazzjoni Inspire — August 2024

These reports observed a continuing a way from
traditional “charity-based” portrayals — often emphasising
helplessness and medical conditions — towards a more
social empowerment model. this approach focuses on the
capabilities and life experiences of vulnerable individuals,
contributing to reduced social stigma and offering a more
positive and respectful representation to audiences.

Importantly, all three telethons demonstrated near-
complete compliance with the provisions outlined
in Subsidiary Legislation 350.15 (Requirements as to
Standards and Practices Applicable to Participation in
Media Programme of Vulnerable Persons).

Additionally, the Monitoring Department prepared
several other monitoring reports in relation to licence
renewal applications and to analyse specific trends within
individual radio and television stations and programmes.

Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Xejk (Jannar 2024)
2. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Bay Easy (Awwissu
2024)
3. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta' Radju Sokkors

4. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Prekursur

5. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Lehen il-Belt
Victoria

6. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ MICS Radio

7. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’Radju Luminaria

8. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Sacro Cuor

9. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Bambina

10. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Katidral

11. Rapport dwar it-trazmissjoni ta’ Radju Lehen il-Qala

12. Rapport dwar |-uzu tal-ilsien Malti waqt il-programm
Vibe Drive

13. Rapport ta’analizi dwar UTV (Gunju 2024)

14. Rapport ta’analizi dwar UTV (Lulju 2024)

15. Rapport ta’analizi dwar UTV (Novembru 2024)

16. Rapport dwar |I-Ahbarijiet Finanzjarji ta' TVM, ONETV u
NETTV (Dicembru 2024)

Other monitoring reports

A key function of the Monitoring Department is the
investigation of complaints, as outlined in Subsidiary
Legislation 350.06 (Code for the Investigation and
Determination of Complaints). In 2024, the department
processed more than 30 formal complaints, primarily
concerning: alleged partiality in broadcasts, resulting in
perceived unfairness; and inadequate use of the Maltese
language in programmes. All these complaints required a
formal decision by the Broadcasting Authority following an
internal investigation and monitoring assessment.

In addition to formal complaints, the department also
addressed a number of informal complaints submitted
via email and telephone by members of the public and
media stakeholders. These cases were assessed by the
Monitoring Department but did not necessitate a formal
Board decision.
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GHARGHUR
TRANSMISSION SITE

Throughout 2024, the Broadcasting Authority continued
its maintenance and upgrade programme at the Gharghur
Transmitting Site, a critical infrastructure facility that serves
as a central hub for all nationwide radio transmission and
hosts several key telecommunications services.

Maintenance of the Gharghur Tower

One of the major ongoing projects at the site has been
the refurbishment of the Gharghur Transmission Tower.
This labour-intensive process involves the manual removal
of old paint and the application of a new protective
coating system on the galvanised steel structure. The
refurbishment also includes the replacement of corroded
steel components, such as structural members, platforms
and safety railings.

The tower has been repainted using colour patterns in
line with international standards applicable to transmission
structures. Although originally anticipated to be completed
in the previous year, the extent of the deterioration and
replacement of additional steel elements, prolonging the
project timeline.

In the interest of health and safety, particularly
during works carried out on the upper sections of the
tower, temporary shutdowns of the transmission system
were required. While such interruptions were kept to an
absolute minimum, they inevitably impacted the signal
strength of nationwide radio stations operating on backup
antennas, which do not provide full signal reach. The
Authority recognises the public service implications of
these limitations and has taken steps to mitigate future
disruptions.

Lightning Protection System

As part of its ongoing upgrades, the Authority also
completed the installation of a new lightning protection
system on the transmission tower. This system provides
enhanced protection to both the antennas and associated
transmitting equipment, ensuring greater operational
safety and resilience connected to the Tower. The
successful completion of this long-planned initiative
marked another important milestone achieved in 2024.

Alternative Back-up Transmission Site - RF Coverage
Analysis

To further improve continuity of service, the Authority has
long aimed to identify an alternative transmission site that
would eliminate the need to switch off analogue radio
signals during maintenance or emergency repairs at the
main site.

In early 2024, a German engineering firm specialising
in RF coverage was commissioned to carry out a site
assessment and feasibility study. Representatives of the
firm conducted remote simulations followed by on-site
visits to evaluate several proposed locations across Malta.
Their work included the evaluation, comparison, and
ranking of radio coverage, as well as on-site surveys and
coordination analysis to determine the optimal site for a
back-up transmission tower.

The firm’s final report, presented at the end of
the first quarter of 2024, provides crucial insights and
recommendations to guide the Authority’s future planning
and implementation of a back-up transmission facility. This
project is considered a key strategic investment to ensure
uninterrupted nationwide radio service.
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Guardroom Refurbishment at the Gharghur Site

In a separate initiative, the Authority also commenced the
refurbishment of the on-site guardroom at the Gharghur
facility. The existing structure was stripped down and

is currently undergoing a comprehensive upgrade to
meet modern operational standards. Once completed,
the new guardroom will not only accommodate security
personnel but will also include essential amenities and a
dedicated first aid room. The refurbishment is expected
to be completed in 2025 and will further contribute

to enhancing the site’s professional infrastructure and
functionality.

Work in progress at the Gharghur transmitting tower — a hub for analogue
and digital radio broadcasts
(credit: cngfotography)




POLITICAL BROADCASTS

Traditional media continues to serve as a trusted and
influential source of news and public information.

Despite the evolving digital landscape, television and
radio remain pivotal platforms through which politicians
can communicate directly with the public. Within this
context, the Broadcasting Authority plays a crucial role in
ensuring fair, balanced, and impartial access to political
broadcasting, thereby upholding democratic principles,
and enhancing public awareness of political strategies and
policy proposals.

In the lead-up to the European Parliament and Local
Council Elections, held on 8th June 2024, the Broadcasting
Authority implemented two parallel political broadcasting
schemes. These initiatives formed a central component
of the campaign coverage, providing a platform for
constructive debate and informed discussion among
political representatives.

Thursday 2nd May 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

ADPD: Sandra Gauci
Partit Laburista: Steve Ellul
Partit Nazzjonalista: David Agius

Thursday 16" May 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

ABBA: Ivan Grech Mintoff
Partit Laburista: Clint Azzopardi Flores
Partit Nazzjonalista: Norma Camilleri

Thursday 23" May 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

Imperium Europa: Terrence Portelli
Partit Laburista: Thomas Bajada
Partit Nazzjonalista: Peter Agius

The schemes included a comprehensive mix of debates

and interview programmes, offering equal exposure to
representatives across the full spectrum of local political
parties. In line with Article 13(4) and Paragraph 1 of the
Third Schedule of the Broadcasting Act, the Authority also

facilitated the broadcast of political spots and productions

prepared by the political parties themselves.

The Broadcasting Authority’s programme schedule
comprised nine political debates, four interview
programmes and one political address. All productions

were simultaneously transmitted on TVM and Radju Malta,

ensuring maximum, pluralistic media coverage during key
democratic processes.

Monday 13* May 2024
Political Debate (Local Councils Scheme)

Partit Nazzjonalista: Censu Galea | Julian Borg
Partit Laburista: Scott Camilleri | Max Zammit

Monday 20* May 2024
Political Debate (Local Councils Scheme)

Partit Laburista: Wayne Aquilina | Josef Azzopardi
Partit Nazzjonalista: Keith Cassar | Charles Selvaggi

Monday 27t May 2024
Political Debate (Local Councils Scheme)

ADPD: Sandra Gauci

Partit Laburista: Trevor Fenech
Partit Nazzjonalista: Charles Bonello
Partit Popolari: Paul Salomone



Tuesday 28" May 2024
Address (MEP Scheme)

ABBA: lvan Grech Mintoff

ADPD: Sandra Gauci

Imperium Europa: Terrence Portelli
Volt Malta: Matthias lannis Portelli

Thursday 30" May 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

Partit Laburista: Alex Agius Saliba
Partit Nazzjonalista: David Casa
Volt Malta: Matthias lannis Portelli

Saturday 1 June 2024
Interviews (MEP Scheme)

Independent Candidate: Noel Apap
Independent Candidate: Malcolm Bezzina
Independent Candidate: Conrad Borg Manché
Independent Candidate: Alexander D’Agata
Independent Candidate: Arnold Cassola
Independent Candidate: Adrian Zammit

As part of its legal mandate to ensure equitable access
to political broadcasting, the Broadcasting Authority
allocated airtime to political parties and independent
candidates during the 2024 European Parliament and Local
Council Elections, in the form of party productions and
political spots. Airtime was distributed as follows:

European Parliament Elections - Airtime Allocation:

+ 60 minutes each to the Partit Laburista and the
Partit Nazzjonalista

« 20 minutes each to ABBA, ADPD-The Green Party,
Imperium Europa, and Volt Malta
3 minutes to Independent Candidates

Local Council Elections - Airtime Allocation:
30 minutes to political parties contesting more than
26 localities

« 20 minutes to political parties contesting 11 to 25
localities

« 10 minutes to political parties contesting between
2 and 10 localities
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Monday 3rd June 2024
Interviews (MEP Scheme)

Independent Candidate: Nazzareno Bonnici
Independent Candidate: Stephen Florian
Independent Candidate: Radu Gheorghe
Independent Candidate: Simon Mercieca
Independent Candidate: Edwin Vassallo

Tuesday 4th June 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

ABBA: Ivan Grech Mintoff

ADPD: Sandra Gauci

Imperium Europa: Terrence Portelli
Volt Malta: Matthias lannis Portelli

Wednesday 5th June 2024
Political Debate (MEP Scheme)

Partit Laburista: Robert Abela
Partit Nazzjonalista: Bernard Grech

These allocations were implemented in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Broadcasting Act and
formed a key part of the Authority’s efforts to ensure
fair and balanced political coverage during the electoral
period.

EU/ERGA MEDIA LITERACY CAMPAIGN
In parallel with its local initiatives, the Broadcasting
Authority also participated in a European-wide media
literacy campaign coordinated by the European Regulators
Group for Audiovisual Media Services (ERGA) under the
guidance of the European Commission. This campaign was
developed in light of the European Parliament Elections
held across the 27 EU Member States, with the objective of
combatting disinformation and promoting digital media
awareness.

At the centre of the campaign was a 30-second video
message titled “Protect yourself against manipulation”.
The message encouraged citizens to recognise and resist
disinformation, highlighting simple yet effective steps
individuals could take to protect democratic values and
electoral integrity. The video was produced in all official EU




languages, including Maltese, ensuring accessibility across
all Member States.

In Malta, the public service broadcaster supported
this initiative by airing the video five times daily on
both TVM and TVMnews+, including a prime-time slot
immediately following the 8:00pm news bulletin. The
video was broadcast free of charge throughout the
electoral campaign period. The Broadcasting Authority
also published the clip on its official website, reinforcing its
reach and visibility.

Despite efforts to extend participation to all television
stations, only the public broadcaster accepted the
Authority’s invitation to air the video. Nonetheless, this
initiative reflected a broader pan-European commitment
to media literacy and the safeguarding of democratic
processes, supported by online platforms that had signed
the Strengthened Code of Practice on Disinformation
(including Google, Meta, Microsoft, TikTok, Twitch, and
Vimeo).

Here are some snapshots of the preparation
involved in the post productions of the political
debates as part of the Political Broadcasts Scheme.
Such broadcasts are recorded at PBS Studios under
the guidance of BA production team.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

In today’s rapidly evolving media landscape, international
collaboration is no longer optional - it is essential. As
digital communication flows increasingly cross national
borders, effective regulation requires robust European-
level networking. A unified and coordinated approach
among regulators fosters the exchange of best practices,
ensures harmonised regulatory standards, and supports
consistency in the application of European law.

This cooperation is especially critical in the context of
the growing EU digital and media legislative framework,
which now includes: the Audiovisual Media Services
Directive (AVMSD), the Digital Services Act (DSA), the
Digital Markets Act (DMA), and the European Media
Freedom Act (EMFA).

Further legislation is also in development, notably
the Regulation on the Transparency and Targeting of
Political Advertising and the Artificial Intelligence (Al) Act.
These instruments form part of the expanding EU acquis
and shape how national regulators must respond to new
challenges in media and digital governance.

In this context, European cooperation is not only about
regulatory alignment but also about upholding democratic
values, protecting fundamental rights, and safeguarding
cultural diversity across Member States. Transparency,
accountability, and resilience against disinformation are
best achieved through a shared and well-connected
regulatory framework.

ERGA

Despite being one of the smallest regulators in the EU
and operating within a non-convergent regulatory remit,
the Broadcasting Authority remains fully committed to
contributing to European and international initiatives.

Through strategic participation in EU networks and
working groups, the Authority ensures that Malta’s voice
is present and actively engaged in shaping the future of
media regulation across the continent.

European Regulators Group for Audiovisual Media
Services (ERGA)
The year 2024 marks a significant milestone in the
landscape of European media regulation, as it was the
final operational year for the European Regulators Group
for Audiovisual Media Services (ERGA). Established under
the Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVYMSD), ERGA
served for a decade as a vital for cooperation among
national regulatory authorities, supporting the European
Commission in ensuring the harmonised implementation
of audiovisual media legislation across the EU.
Following ten years of impactful collaboration,
ERGA is now set to be replaced by the European Board
for Media Services (EBMS). This transition stems from
the European Union’s wider efforts to reinforce media
freedom and pluralism, particularly through the adoption
of the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) adopted
on 11 April 2024. The EBMS, which will be composed
of representatives from national media authorities, will
operate as independent advisory body at the Union level.
Its mandate will focus on promoting the effective and
consistent application of EU media law, protecting editorial
independence, and strengthening media pluralism across
Member States.
While preparing for this structural transition was a
central focus of the 2024 ERGA work programme, it was far
from the only priority. Key areas of work undertaken during
the year included:
Ensuring consistent implementation of the AVMSD in
relation to vloggers

«  Strengthening cross-border enforcement, particularly
concerning the protection of minors in the digital
environment

«  Promoting European works and ensuring their
prominence in audiovisual media services.
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«  Advancing media literacy, with particular emphasis on
benchmarking evaluation methodologies for Media
and Information Literacy (MIL) activities

«  Addressing the interplay between the AVYMSD and the
and the Digital Services Act (DSA):

«  Exploring the intersections between the AVYMSD
and the Regulation on the Transparency of Political
Advertising.

To contribute to these activities, representatives of
the Broadcasting Authority participated actively in several
ERGA subgroups and action groups, namely:

«  Subgroup 1: Consistent implementation of the AVMSD
Subgroup 2: European Media Freedom Act.

«  Subgroup 3: Countering disinformation and
strengthening democracy
Subgroup 4: EU legislation concerning the digital
environment

«  Action group 1: Regulatory cooperation through the
Memorandum of Understanding

«  Action group 2: Media literacy

The deliverables from these groups were formally
presented and endorsed during the biannual Contact
Network and Plenary meetings. Notable, the Second Winter
Plenary of 2024 was held in Rome, Italy, at the Palazzo
Montecitorio, the seat of the Italian Parliament - marking a
symbolic close to ERGA's decade of cooperation and laying
the groundwork for the future role of the EBMS.

The ERGA plenary held at the Palazzo Montecitorio in Rome.
The BA was represented by Chief Licencing and Compliance
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60th EPRA Meeting - October 2024 (Limassol,
Cyprus)

\N e P2

Although the Broadcasting Authority was unable to attend

the 59th EPRA Meeting which was held in Rotterdam

from the 5 to 7 June 2024 due to electoral commitments, it

ensured its participation at the 60th EPRA Meeting, which

took place in Limassol, Cyprus, from 24 to 25 October 2024.

This closed event was organised by the Cyprus Radio-

Television Authority (CRTA) and brought together 130

delegates representing 45 national regulatory authorities

across Europe. The meeting served as a valuable forum

for discussion on current and emerging issues in media

regulation.

The key themes explored during the plenary session

included:

« Media Transparency: examining how regulatory
authorities can foster greater openness in media
ownership, funding, and influence;

+ The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on the Media
Sector: exploring both the opportunities and ) ) ]

. . i During one of the workshops held in EPRA meeting
challenges posed by Al, and the implications for media in Limassol, Cyprus
regulators;

+  Combating Hateful Content: discussing strategies
and tools for tackling online and broadcast content
that incites hatred, in line with democratic values and
human rights frameworks.

The Authority’s participation in EPRA meetings ensures

it remains connected with its European counterparts,
keeping abreast of evolving regulatory priorities and best
practices, particularly in light of rapid technological change
and increasing cross-border media activity.

| b s

Mediterranean Network Regulatory Authorities
(MNRA) - 23rd Plenary Assembly
Yerevan, Armenia, 8 to 9 October 2024
The Broadcasting Authority participated in the 23rd
Plenary Assembly of the Mediterranean Network of
Regulatory Authorities (MNRA), held in Yerevan, Armenia
on 8-9 October 2024 at the invitation of the Commission on
Television and Radio (CTR) of Armenia.

The first day of the meeting focused on UNESCO'’s
Guidelines for the Governance of Digital Platforms and
the Global Forum of Networks, both of which had been

Networking during the EPRA plenary meeting held in Limassol, Cyprus
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launched earlier in the year at the Dubrovnik Conference.
Participants discussed the implications of these
frameworks for regulatory bodies across the Mediterranean
region, emphasising the importance of collaboration and
shared standards in the evolving digital environment.

Another key theme was the present and future of
radio. Discussions centred on the challenges facing the
radio sector today, particularly in relation to digitisation,
financial sustainability, and market concentration.
Participants reflected on how radio must adapt to
changing audience behaviours and increasing competition
in the audio market. The transition to DAB+ (Digital Audio
Broadcasting) was highlighted as a strategic path forward,
with its potential to increase programme availability,
improve coverage and enhance audio quality.

The assembly also addressed the growing role of
Artificial Intelligence in the media sector. Members
shared ongoing projects and initiatives that explore Al-
driven solutions, while also voicing about the ecological
impact of digital technologies and the declining levels
of public confidence in media shaped or influenced by

Al. The consensus across the Network was the need for
international cooperation to responsible and ethical
deployment of such emerging technologies.

The MNRA plenary assembly held in Yerevan, Armenia. The BA was
represented by the Chief Executive

Presentation of a study on diversity and gender in news presented during
the MNRA plenary meeting
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As in previous years, gender representation in the
media and media literacy were important items on the
agenda. The conference featured the presentation of the
2023-2024 study conducted by the MNRA Gender and
Media Working Group on the presence and representation
of women in daily news programmes. The Broadcasting
Authority actively participated in this study. A detailed
account of the findings and the specific results pertaining
to the Maltese public broadcaster will be presented in a
separate chapter of this report.

The plenary also showcased national efforts in media
literacy. Notable contributions included a study from North
Macedonia on media literacy among teenagers aged 14 to
17, and a report on a media education campaign in Albania
promoting the benefits of media and information literacy
(MIL). The Italian regulator concluded with a summary
of ERGA’s EU-wide MIL campaign during the June 2024
European elections, further demonstrating the value of
coordinated efforts in this field.

Participation in the MNRA continues to offer the
Broadcasting Authority an important platform for regional
dialogue, allowing for the exchange of knowledge and
strategies that strengthen Malta’s regulatory capacity in a
rapidly evolving media landscape.

&
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AUDIENCE RESEARCH

In accordance with Article 30 (2) of the Broadcasting Act
(Chapter 350 of the Laws of Malta), the Broadcasting
Authority commissioned M. Fsadni & Associates to conduct
audience research on television viewership and radio
listenership across the Maltese Islands.
During 2024, three audience surveys were published,
based on data collected over the following periods:
«  Sunday 5 November to Saturday 11 November 2023
«  Sunday 25 February to Saturday 2 March 2024

Sunday 21 July to Saturday 27 July 2024

These surveys were conducted through CATI
(Computer-Assisted Telephone Interviewing) using a
structured questionnaire. Each survey consisted of 2,100
interviews, averaging 300 interviews per day over a full
week. Respondents were asked about their television and
radio consumption on the previous day, thereby capturing
daily audience habits in real time.

The research sample included Maltese residents aged
12 years and over, stratified across the six geographical
regions of Malta as defined by the National Statistics Office
(NSO, 2023). Findings were subsequently extrapolated to
reflect the national population.

Audience Survey (November 2023)

The survey conducted in November 2023 offered key
insights into Maltese media consumption across television,
radio, and online platforms:

Television Viewership

A substantial 87% of Maltese residents were identified as

TV viewers:

«  59% watched a combination of both local and foreign
TV content

«  21% watched local TV stations only

+  6.8% watched foreign TV stations only.

Radio Listenership

Approximately 67% (two in three) of respondents reported
listening to radio. This trend was consistent across all age
cohorts, confirming radio’s continued relevance in the
Maltese media landscape.

Online Viewership

15.7% of residents reported watching online Maltese
online programmes - that is, content produced specifically
for online portals and not broadcast on traditional TV
channels.

TV Viewership

Respondents were asked to identify their favourite genres

of local television programming. The results reveal clear

preferences across the population:

+  News emerged as the most favoured local TV genre,
with 77.1% of respondents listing it as one of their
favourite genres. This preference was consistently
observed across all seven age cohorts.

« Drama ranked second, favoured by 43.5% of
respondents. Notably, this genre displayed a marked
gender difference in appeal: 68.4% of female TV
viewers identified drama as a favourite genre; while
only 19% of male TV viewers did the same.

« Discussions and Current Affairs programmes
follows closely as the third most popular genre, with
36% of respondents including it among their preferred
content types.

These findings underscore the continued relevance of
news and current affairs programming in Malta’s media
landscape, while also illustrating the enduring popularity
of drama - particularly among female audiences.
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As part of the survey, respondents were asked to name up
to three television stations they had watched on the day
prior to the interview.
¢ TVM remains the most followed TV station in Malta,
with 42.4% of local TV viewers, identifying it as one
of the stations they watched the previous day. TVM
maintained its leading position across all age cohorts
and genders, reaffirming its role as the national
broadcaster of choice.

Foreign TV stations (any) ranked second, mentioned
by 15.9% of respondents, identifying them as among
the stations they watched the previous day.

NET TV followed closely in third place, with 15.7% of
TV viewers reporting they had watched the station

the previous day. NET TV drew audiences from all age
cohorts aged 21 and over.

ONE TV placed fourth, with 15% of respondents listing
it among the stations they viewed the previous day.

Exhibit | below presents a breakdown of the most followed TV stations as reported by respondents during the survey

period.

Exhibit 1 - Most Followed TV Stations (Sunday to Saturday)

(Multiple-Response Q) (n=1825)

Note 1: This was a multiple-response question (n = 1825), allowing each respondent to mention up to three television stations they had watched on the day prior
to the interview. Consequently, the percentages displayed do not total 100%, as many respondents reported viewing more than one channel.

Exhibit 1 - Most Followed TV Stations (Week: 26 November - 2 December 2023)

The category ‘Did not watch any TV on the previous day’ refers to respondents who reported not having watched television on the

specific day assessed during that particular week.

Note: TV stations not featured in Exhibit 2A recorded a TV viewership of less than 0.2%

between Sunday 26 November to Saturday 2 December 2023.
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Favourite Local TV Programme

TVM News Bulletin is the most popular local TV
programme, favoured by 8.7% of all local TV viewers.
Notably, the news bulletin is predominantly viewed on
TVM rather than TVMnews+, unless viewers intend to
follow a programme scheduled immediately after the
bulletin on the latter station.

Mohhok Hemm and Football matches (various) are
the next most preferred, each with 7.7% of viewers'
preferences.

These are followed by X Factor (5.6%), Zerniq (5.4%)
and Iz-Zmien Bejnietna (4.9%)

The survey also gathers data on the types of TV reception
services used for watching TV.

Types of TV Reception Services Used for Watching TV

95.9% of all 1,825 TV viewers reported using Paid
Subscription (Melita/GO/Epic) as one of their means
of accessing television content. This is the most
common TV reception method across all age cohorts.

11.7% of viewers reported using IPTV, while 6.6%
mentioned using an Android Box.

Only 1.3% of viewers reported using Free-to-Air
reception services.

Radio Listenership

The study analyses radio listenership, including the most
followed radio stations, types of listenership, and favourite
radio programmes.

All radio listeners (excluding those who reported not
listening to the radio on the assessment dates) were
allowed to mention up to three radio stations they had
listened to on the previous day.

Out of a total of 1,404 radio listeners, 11.3% stated
that they had not listened to the radio on the day
preceding the survey.

ONE Radio emerged as the most followed radio
station, with 15.2% of radio listeners mentioning it

as one of the three stations they had listened to the
previous day.

Calypso 101.8 ranked second with 13.4%, followed by
Radju Malta with 11.6%.

Exhibit Il below provides further detail on the most followed radio stations.

Exhibit 2 - Q14 - Most Followed Radio Stations (Aggregate)

(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 1,404)

Note: Respondents were given the opportunity to mention up to three radio stations they had listened to on the previous day.
Therefore, the percentages shown in this exhibit do not total 100%.
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Most Followed Radio Timebands

All local radio listeners (excluding those who did not listen
to radio on the days of assessment) were asked to indicate
all timebands during which they listened to the three
mentioned radio stations (including foreign stations) on
the previous day. Overall, the two most followed radio
timebands are:

« 07:00-07:30 - 156,763 radio listeners

« 07.30-08:00 - 146,473 radio listeners

Favourite Local Radio Programme

«  Bay Breakfast with Daniel & Ylenia emerged as the most
favourite local radio programme, with 7.5% of listeners
mentioning it as their preferred choice.
This programme is particularly popular among the
younger age cohorts (12-40 years).
Bongu Calypso ma’ Twanny Scerri followed closely
with 7.2%, with stronger popularity among older age
cohorts (31+ years).

«  The Morning Vibe with Abel, JD & Martina ranked third,
with 4.8% of preferences.

« 4% of radio listeners indicated that they do not have a
preferred local radio programme.

Types of Radio Reception Services Used for Listening to

Radio

«  98.3% of all radio listeners use a traditional radio set
(at home, in the office, or in the car) as one of the main
reception services. This is the most used method of
radio listening across all age groups.
13.4% listen to radio via live streaming on mobile,
tablet, laptop, or PC, a method particularly popular
with younger listeners (12-40 yrs).

«  7.5% use DAB+ as one of the reception services, with
this technology being more commonly used by male
radio listeners.

Online Viewership

Note: Explanation of Terms

«  Online Maltese programmes
Refers to Maltese audiovisual programmes / content
produced specifically to be solely shown on online
portals, and which are not available on traditional TV.

«  Assessing Online Programmes / Audiovisual Content
on Local Online Portals
This audience survey focuses exclusively on measuring
the viewership of Maltese programmes and audiovisual
content produced locally and shown on online portals.
It does not assess the readership of local online news or
media portals.

Findings

«  84.3% of all Maltese residents reported that they do not
watch any Maltese programmes or audiovisual content
that are solely produced for online portals.

«  Theremaining 15.7% do watch such online Maltese
content.

Online Portals or Platforms Used for Watching Maltese

Programmes Online

«  Facebook is the most commonly used platform for
watching online Maltese programmes or audiovisual
content, with 89.4% of respondents identifying it as one
of the platforms they use. This trend is consistent across
all age cohorts.

+  Youtube is used by 33.7% of online viewers, while
timesofmalta.com is accessed by 32.2% for watching
locally produced online content.

Exhibit 3 - Q19 - Online portal/s or platform/s used for watching Maltese programmes online

(Multiple-Response Q) (n=329)

Note: The percentages shown refer to the number of respondents and not to the number of responses. Therefore, the total does not amount to 100%.
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Most Used Device for Watching Preferred Programme
Online / Audiovisual Content

Mobile is the most used device for online viewers

to watch their preferred programme or audiovisual
content online, with 82.7% indicating this device as
their most used. Mobile is the dominant device across
all age cohorts and genders.

Following, 8.5% of online viewers use a laptop, and
7.6% use a tablet.

Most Preferred Programme Online / Audiovisual
Content

30.1% of all online viewers do not have a preferred
local online programme or audiovisual content.

Exhibit 4 - Preferred Source for Local News

Preferred Source to Obtain Local News

Television remains the most preferred source for obtaining
local news, with 53.5% of all Maltese residents citing
television as their preferred medium.

Among those who prefer television for local news,
55.7% mentioned TVM as their most preferred local TV
station for watching local news. TVM is the top choice
across all age groups.

ONE is the second most preferred local TV station,
with 21.8% of respondents selecting it as their
preferred source.

NET TV is third, with 20.2% identifying it as their
preferred local TV station for local news.

Online news portals are the second most preferred source
for obtaining local news, with 20.6% of Maltese residents
mentioning this option.
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«  Jon Mallia Podcasts are preferred by 24% of all online
viewers.

«  LovinMalta interviews / features and Times of Malta
(Mark Lawrence Zammit) interviews / features are
preferred by 12.8% and 10.9% of online viewers,
respectively.

Preferred Source for Local News

«  Television is the preferred source for local news by
53.5% of all Maltese residents.
20.6% prefer online news portals, while 16.7% prefer
Facebook.

«  4.3% use radio as their preferred source for local news.
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. Ofthese, 61.2% cited timesomalta.com as their most
preferred online news portal, making it the leading
digital source across all age groups and genders.

«  11.3% of online news followers reported using
different online portals equally to stay updated on
local news.

After Facebook, which ranks third, radio is the fourth most
preferred source for obtaining local news, with 4.3% of
respondents selecting it.

Audience Survey (March 2024)

The audience assessment survey was conducted in

February-March 2024. Salient research findings indicate the

following:

«  87% of Maltese residents are TV viewers. Of these, 60%
watch both local and foreign TV, 21% watch local TV
stations only, and 6% watch foreign TV stations only.
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«  67.1% of Maltese residents are radio listeners. This
finding is consistent across all age cohorts.

«  15.4% of Maltese residents watch online Maltese
programmes that are solely produced for online
portals.

TV Viewership
Favourite Genre for Local TV Programmes

« News is the most favourite genre for local TV
programmes, with 79% indicating this as one of their
favourite genres. This preference was observed across
all seven age cohorts.

»  Dramaiis the second most favourite genre, selected
by 49% of respondents. Drama is significantly more
popular among female TV viewers (69%) than male TV
viewers (29%).

« Discussions and Current Affairs is the third most
preferred genre, with 40% of viewers identifying it
among their favourites.

Most Followed TV Stations

AlI TV viewers in Malta were asked to mention up to three
TV stations they had watched on the previous day. Out of a
total of 1,827 TV viewers:

11% reported not watching any television on the
previous day.

TVM is the most followed TV station, mentioned by
41% of respondents. It is the most watched station
across all age cohorts and gender.

NET TV is the second most followed TV station, with
18.7% of viewers having watched it on the previous
day. NET TV is followed by all age cohorts aged 21 and
above.

Foreign Stations (any) rank third, with 17.6% of local
TV viewers indicating they had watched a foreign TV
station on the previous day.

ONE is the fourth most followed TV station, mentioned
by 17% of respondents.

Exhibit | below depicts more details on the most followed TV stations.

Exhibit 5 - Most Followed TV Stations (Sunday to Saturday)

(Multiple-Response Q) (n=1827)

Note I: Respondents were given the possibility of mentioning up to three TV Stations they had watched on the previous day. Hence, the percentages depicted in

this table do NOT total up to 100%.
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Exhibit 5 illustrates the most followed TV stations during the week 25 February - 2 March 2024.

‘Did not watch any TV on previous day’ refers to TV viewers who did not watch TV

on the day of assessment during that particular week.

Note: TV stations not featured in the Exhibit above have a TV viewership of less than 0.1% between Sunday and Saturday.
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Most Followed TV Timebands

AlI TV viewers (excluding those who did not watch
TV on the date of assessment) were asked to indicate
all timebands during which they watched the three
mentioned TV stations (including foreign stations) on
the previous day.

The most followed TV timeband from Sunday to
Saturday is:

v'20:00 - 20:30 (226,388 TV viewers)

Favourite Local TV Programme

TVM News Bulletin is the most favourite local TV
programme of 8% of all local TV viewers. Worthy of
mention is that the TVM news bulletin was largely
watched on station TVM and not on TVMnews+,
unless TV viewers planned to watch a programme

on the latter station immediately following the news
bulletin.

Mohhok Hemm obtained 7.8% of viewers' preferences,
followed by Ta’ Gerit (5.9%) and Master Chef Malta
(5.7%).

11.7% of all TV viewers indicated that they do not have
a favourite local TV programme currently being aired.

Types of TV Reception Services Used for Watching TV

96.3% of all 1,827 TV viewers use Paid Subscription
(Melita/GO/Epic) as one of the reception services for
watching TV. This is the most used reception service
across all age groups.

10.1% make use of IPTV, while 7.2% use the Android
Box.

1.9% use Free-to-Air as one of their reception
services.

Note: The survey respondents represent Maltese resident
individuals aged 12+ years, who may not necessarily be
fully knowledgeable on all the TV reception services used
by their respective household and / or may not be their
household’s decision-maker or co-decision-maker for same.

Radio Listenership
Most Followed Radio Stations

All radio listeners (excluding those who did not listen
to radio on the date of assessment) were asked to
mention up to three radio stations they had listened to
on the previous day.

Out of a total of 1,473 radio listeners, 12.6% did not
listen to radio on the previous day.

v Calypso 101.8 is the most followed radio station,
with 15.1% of all radio listeners mentioning it as one
of the three radio stations they had listened to on the
previous day.

v" Aclose second is ONE Radio with 14.9%, followed
by Radju Malta with 12.4%.

Exhibit V below depicts more details on the most followed radio stations.

Exhibit 6 - Q14 - Most Followed Radio Stations (Aggregate)

(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 1473)

Note: Respondents were given the possibility of mentioning up to three radio stations they had listened to on the previous day.
Hence, the percentages depicted in this Exhibit do NOT total up to 100%.
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Most Followed Radio Timebands

All local radio listeners (excluding those who did not
listen to radio on the dates of assessment) were asked
to indicate all timebands during which they listened to
the three mentioned radio stations (including foreign
stations) on the previous day.

Overall, the two most followed radio timebands are:

. 07:00-07:30 (161,143 radio listeners)

« 07.30-08:00 (133,118 radio listeners)

Favourite Local Radio Programme

Bay Breakfast with Daniel & Ylenia is the most favourite
local radio programme, with 6.9% mentioning it as
their preferred choice. This programme is largely
preferred by younger age cohorts up to 40 years old.
The Morning Vibe with Abel, JD & Martina is the second
most preferred programme with 5.7% of preferences
(84 responses), also largely followed by the younger
age cohorts.

A very close third is Bongu Calypso ma’ Twanny Scerri,
with 5.7% of preferences (83 responses), mostly
followed by the older age cohorts (31+ years).

3.8% of radio listeners indicated they do not have a
preferred local radio programme.

Types of Radio Reception Services Used for Listening to

Radio

«  99.1% of all radio listeners use the radio set (at
home, at the office, in the car) as one of the main
radio reception services. This remains the most used
method across all age groups.

«  12.4% listen to radio via live streaming on mobile,
tablet, laptop, or PC - primarily among younger age
cohorts.

«  7.9% use DAB+, with this service being the most
commonly used by male radio listeners.

Online Viewership

«  84.6% of all Maltese residents do not watch any
Maltese programmes r audiovisual content that are
solely produced for online portals.

«  The remaining 15.4% do watch online Maltese
programmes or content.

Online Portals or Platforms Used for Watching Maltese

Programmes Online

+  Facebook is the most used platform for watching
online Maltese programmes or audiovisual content,
with 92% indicating it as one of the platforms they
use. This trend is consistent across all age cohorts.

+  51.9% use Youtube, 38.3% use Instagram, 28.1% use
timesofmalta.com, and 24.4% use lovinmalta.com.

Exhibit 7 - Q19 - Online Portal/s or Platform/s Used for Watching Maltese Programmes Online
(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 324)

Note: The percentages below refer to the number of respondents, not the number of responses. Hence, the percentages do not total up to 100%.
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Most Used Device For Watching Preferred Programme

Online / Audiovisual Content

«  Mobile is by far the most used device for online
viewers to watch their preferred programme or
audiovisual content, with 92.3% indicating it as their
primary device. Mobile use is prevalent across all age
cohorts and genders.

«  In comparison, only 3.7% of online viewers use
a laptop, while 2.8% use a tablet to watch online
content.

Most Preferred Programme Online / Audiovisual

Content

«  33%of all online viewers stated that do not have
a preferred local online programme or audiovisual
content.

Exhibit 8 - Preferred Source for Local News

Preferred Source to Obtain Local News

Television remains the most preferred source of local news

among Maltese residents, with 56.9% of all respondents

indicating it as their primary source for local news.

«  Among these, 56.2% identified TVM as their most
preferred local TV station for watching local news,
making it the most favoured across all age groups.

«  ONE is the second most preferred local TV station for
watching local news, with 21.8% selecting it.

+  NETTV ranks third, being mentioned by 21% of
respondents as their preferred local TV station for
news.

«  Jon Mallia Podcasts are the most preferred among
specific online content, with 12.7% of online viewers
selecting them.

«  LovinMalta interviews and features are preferred by
11.1%, while Times of Malta interviews/ features by Mark
Lawrence Zammit are selected by 9% of online viewers.

A. Preferred Source For Local News

o  Television remains the most preferred source of local
news, with by 56.9% of all Maltese residents citing it as
their main source.

«  18.2% of residents prefer online news portals, while
15.6% prefer using Facebook for accessing local news.

«  5.7% of residents use radio as their preferred source
for obtaining local news.

u Thavision
= Oaling news poftals
= Facebook
Radic
= | have no preferred source

B |mstagram

Online news portals are the second most preferred source,
with 18.2% of residents opting for them as their main of
local news.

«  Among these, 61.4% identified timesomalta.com as
their preferred portal for following local news, making
it the most popular across all age cohorts and genders.

«  15.7% of respondents who follow news online
reported not having a preferred online portal.

Following Facebook, radio is the fourth most preferred
source, cited by 5.7% of Maltese residents as their preferred
method for receiving local news.
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Audience Survey (July 2024)
Salient Research Findings on TV Viewership, Radio
Listenership and Online Viewership

«  85% of Maltese residents are TV viewers. Among these:

+  62% watch both local and foreign TV stations

«  17% watch local TV stations only

« 6% watch foreign TV stations only

«  66.5% (2 in 3) of Maltese residents are radio listeners —
a finding consistent across all age groups.

«  14% of Maltese residents watch online Maltese
programmes or audiovisual content solely produced
for online portals.

TV Viewership

Favourite Genre for Local TV Programmes

« News continues to be the most favourite genre,
with 80% of respondents selecting it as one of their
favourite types of local programming. This preference
spans all seven age cohorts.

»  Drama ranks as the second, favoured by 44% of
viewers. This genre is significantly more popular

among female viewers (66%) than male viewers (23%).

« Discussions and Current Affairs come third, with
31% selecting this genre among their favourites.

Exhibit 9 - Most Followed TV Stations (Sunday to Saturday)

(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 1,780)

Most Followed TV Stations

TVM remains the most followed TV station, with 33.5%
of all local TV viewers mentioning it as one of the three
stations they watched on the previous day. TVM is the
most watched local station across all age groups and
both genders.

Foreign stations (any) rank second, watched by
20.7% of viewers on the previous day. This increase
was notably contributed by the Olympics 2024
Opening Ceremony, broadcast on Rai TV on Friday,
26th July 2024,

NET TV follows as the third most viewed station,

with 18.4% of respondents mentioning it. NETTV is
followed by all age groups 21 years and older.

ONE is the fourth most followed local TV station, with
15.3% having watched it on the previous day.

Note: Respondents were allowed to name up to three TV stations they watched on the previous day. As such, percentages do not total up to 100%.
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Exhibit 9 illustrates the most followed TV stations during the week of Sunday 21st to Saturday 27th July 2024.

The category ‘I did not watch any TV on previous day’ refers to respondents who, despite being classified as TV viewers, did not watch television on the date of

assessment during this particular week.

Note: TV stations not featured in this exhibit registered a viewership of less than 0.1% between Sunday to Saturday.
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Most Followed TV Timebands
Al TV viewers (excluding those who did not watch TV
on the day of assessment) were asked to indicate all
timebands during which they viewed the three mentioned
TV stations they had mentioned - whether local or foreign
- on the previous day.
v" The most followed TV timeband throughout the
week from Sunday to Saturday was: 20:00 - 20:30,
with an audience of 232,517 TV viewers.

Favourite Local TV Programme

«  The TVM News Bulletin is the most preferred local
TV programme of 10.1% of all local TV viewers. This
preference primarily refers to the bulletin on TVM, and
not TVMnews+.

«  Football matches (various) follow with 6.8% of
preferences.

«  The ONE news is the third most favourite, with 5.7%,
followed by NET news, with 4.6%.

- Notable, 43.1% of TV viewers indicated no current
preference for any specific local TV programme in the
existing schedule.

Types of TV Reception Services Used for Watching TV
Respondents were asked to indicate the type(s) of TV
reception services they use.

«  97.2%of all 1,780 TV viewers reported using a Ppaid
Subscription Service (Melita, GO, Epic), making
this the most used reception service for watching TV
across all age cohorts.

«  8.2% reported using IPTV, while 7.9% mentioned
using Android Box and streaming on laptop / tablet /
PC, respectively.

«  1.9% continue to use Free-to-Air services.

o Note: These figures are based on responses from
Maltese residents aged 12 and above. Respondents
may not necessarily be fully aware of all reception
services available within their household and/or may
not be the decision-maker or co-decision-maker
regarding the household’s TV service subscriptions.

Radio Listenership

Most Followed Radio Stations

All radio listeners (excluding radio listeners who did not

listen to radio on the dates of assessment) were allowed to

mention up to three radio stations they had listened to on

the previous day.

«  Ofthe 1,394 respondents classified as radio listeners,
11.7% did not listen to the radio on the previous day.

«  Among those who did, the most followed radio station
was ONE Radio, with 14.3% mentioning it among
their top three radio stations.

+ Calypso 101.8 followed with 12%, and NET FM came
in third at 11.7%.

Exhibit 10 below depicts more details on the most followed Radio stations.

Exhibit 10 - Most Followed Radio Stations (Aggregate)
(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 1,394)

Note: Respondents were given the opportunity to mention up to three radio stations they had listened to on the previous day. Hence, the percentages presented

do not total to 100%.
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Most Followed Radio Timebands

All local radio listeners (excluding those who did not listen
to radio on the date of assessment) were asked to indicate
all timebands during which they listened to the three radio
stations they mentioned (including foreign stations) on the
previous day.

The most followed radio timeband is:
- 07:00-07:30- 167,053 radio listeners.

Favourite Local Radio Programme

«  Bay Breakfast with Daniel & Ylenia is the most favourite
local radio programme, mentioned by 6.7% of all
radio listeners. This programme is particularly popular
among the younger age cohorts (up to 40 years).

«  The Morning Vibe with Abel, JD & Martina is the second
most preferred programme, with 5.9% of respondents
citing it as their favourite. This show is largely followed
by younger audiences.

«  Bongu Calypso ma’ Twanny Scerrifollows closely in
third place, with 5.3% of preferences. This programme
is predominantly followed by older age cohorts (41+
years).

Types of Radio Reception Services Used for Listening to

Radio

Respondents were asked to indicate the type(s) of radio

reception services they use:

«  98.6% of all radio listeners use a traditional radio set
(at home, at the office, or in the car). This is the most

common form of radio reception across all age groups.
12.6% reported using live streaming on mobile,
tablet, laptop or PC, as one of their methods of
listening to the radio. This practice is more prevalent
among younger cohorts.

«  5.8% of radio listeners use DAB+, with this method of
reception being more commonly used by male radio
listeners.

Online Viewership

Consumption of Maltese Programmes Solely Produced

for Online Platforms

«  86% of all Maltese residents do not watch any Maltese
programmes or audiovisual content that is exclusively
produced for online portals.

«  Theremaining 14% of residents do watch online-only
Maltese content.

Online Portals or Platforms Used for Watching Maltese

Programmes Online

Among those who consume online Maltese audiovisual

content, the following platforms are used:

«  Facebook is the most used platform, cited by 93% of
respondents who watch Maltese content online. This
trend is observed across all age cohorts.

«  Other frequently used platforms include: Youtube -
67%; Instagram - 53%; timesofmalta.com - 43%; and
lovinmalta.com - 38%.

Exhibit 11 - Online Portal(s) or Platform(s)_Used for Watching Maltese Programmes Online

(Multiple-Response Question) (n = 296)

Note: The percentages below refer to the number of respondents and not to the number of responses,

hence they do not total up to 100%.
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Most Used Device For Watching Preferred Programme

Online/Audiovisual Content

+  Mobile phones are the most used device among
online viewers for watching their preferred
programme or audiovisual content online, with 91%
indicating this as their primary device. Mobile is
the most popular device across all age cohorts and
genders.

«  4.4% of online viewers use a laptop, while 3.4% use a
tablet as their most used device for watching online
content.

Most Preferred Programme Online / Audiovisual

Content

«  Jon Mallia Podcasts are the most preferred local online
programme, mentioned by 14.2% of all online viewers.

Exhibit 12: Preferred Source for Local News

Preferred Source to Obtain Local News

Television continues to be the most preferred source for

local news, with 48% of all Maltese residents indcating it as

their primary source of information.

+  Among those who prefer television as their source
for local news, 48% cited TVM as their most preferred
local TV station for watching local news. TVM is the
most preferred station for local news across all age
groups.

« NETTVis the second most preferred local TV station
for watching local news, mentioned by 28% of those
who prefer television as their source.

«  ONE follows as the third most preferred station,
with 23% citing it as their preferred local station for
watching news.

«  lovinMalta interviews/features follow with 11.8%,
whole Times of Malta (Mark Lawrence Zammit)
interviews/features are preferred by 11.1%.

«  Notably, 18% of all online viewers reported not having
a preferred local online programme or audiovisual
content.

Preferred Source For Local News

o Television remains the mst preferred source for local
news, with 48% of all Maltese residents citing it as
their primary source.

o Online news portals are the second most preferred
source, selected by 27% of respondents. this marks a
significant increase of 9 percentage points compared
to the previous Audience Survey conducted in March
2024, where this figure stood at 18%.

+  Facebook is the preferred source for local news for
16%, while Radio is used by 5% as their primary source
for staying informed about local news.

= Television
= Onling news portals

= Facebaok
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Online news portals are the second most preferred

source for obtaining local news, with 27% of respondents

indicating them as their primary news source.

+  Among those who prefer online portals, 62%
mentioned timesofmalta.com as their preferred local
news portal, making it the most followed online news
source across all age groups and genders.

«  16% of online news consumers reported that they do
not have a preferred portal for following local news.

«  Following Facebook (16%), Radio ranks as the fourth
most preferred source for local news, cited by 5% of all
Maltese residents.
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Broadcasting Authority
Annual Report and Financial Statements - 31 December 2024

Authority Board’s report
For the year ended 31 December 2024

The members of the Board of Broadcasting Authority (the ‘Authority’) present their report,
together with the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2024.

Principal activity

The Authority was established under the Broadcasting Ordinance XX of 1961 on 29 September
1961 — later incorporated in Articles 118 and 119 of the Constitution of Malta. It operates under
the provisions of the Broadcasting Act, Chapter 350 of the Laws of Malta to exercise regulatory
functions regarding sound and television broadcasting services in Malta and to issue licenses
for the provisions of such services in accordance with said Act.

Review of business development and financial position

The financial position of the Authority as at 31 December 2024 is disclosed on page 8, while the
results for the year under review are disclosed on page 9.

The Authority registered a surplus (after depreciation) of €7,219 for the year ended 31
December 2024 compared to a surplus of €64,426 for the previous year.

Income

Income from Radio Licence fees decreased by €5,848 and income from Radio application fees
decreased by €6,787.

Income from TV Licence fees has increased by €18,884 and income from applications for TV
Stations decreased by €35,869.

Income from Penalties increased by €61,492 over the previous year.

Income from rent of transmitter amounted to €52,343 which increased by € 5,615 over the
previous year.

Income generated from Gharghur generator amounted to €13,800 which remained in line with
2023 which amounted to €13,814.

Expenditure
Expenditure increased by €95,375 from the previous year.

The Authority does not have any liabilities exceeding one year while those liabilities falling
within one year are mainly non-financial contractual maturities.

Other income and expenditure
During the year the Authority conducted a radio coverage analysis for a new transmission

tower which cost the Authority €113,560. This cost was covered by the Government as a grant
of €113,560 which has been considered as other income.
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Authority Board’s report - continued

Future developments

The Authority envisages to build a transmission backup site during the forthcoming year. The
Authority is also planning to replace the ageing television transmissions recording system.

Authority

The persons responsible for these financial statements are:

Frank V. Farrugia — Chairperson
Alessandro Lia — Member
Francis Ghirxi — Member

Peter Fenech — Member

Charlo’ Bonnici — Member

Statement of the Authority Board’s responsibilities

The Authority is governed by a Board consisting of Chairperson and four members. Their
responsibility is to prepare financial statements in accordance with International Financial
Reporting Standards as adopted by the European Union which give a true and fair view of the
state of affairs of the Authority at the end of each financial year and of the gain or loss for the
year then ended. In preparing the financial statements, the Authority:

e Selects suitable accounting policies and applies them consistently;

e Makes judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and

o Prepares the financial statements on a going concern basis, unless it is appropriate to
presume that the Authority will not continue in business

The Authority is responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Authority and to enable it to
ensure that the financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with the
provisions of the Act.

The Authority is also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Authority and hence for
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The Authority is responsible to ensure that it establishes and maintains internal control to
provide reasonable assurance with regard to reliability of financial reporting, effectiveness and
efficiency of operations and compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

In determining which controls to implement to prevent and detect fraud, management consider
the risks that the financial statements may be materially misstated as a result of fraud.
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Authority Board’s report - continued
Auditor

The auditors, CLA Malta, have intimated their willingness to continue in office. A resolution
proposing their re-appointment will be put before the members during the Broadcasting
Authority Board Meeting of the 3 day of the month of July, 2025.

Approved by the Authority’s representatives on 3 July 2025 and signed on its behalf by:

F)

&
A [/

Frank V. Farrugia Joanna Spiteri
Chairperson Chief Executive

Registered office:

7>

Mile End Street,
Hamrun, HMR 1719,
Malta.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
To the Members of Broadcasting Authority

Report on the audit of the financial statements

Opinion

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements (the “financial statements”) of
Broadcasting Authority (the “Authority”):

e Give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Authority as at 31 December
2024, and of its financial performance and its cashflows for the year then ended in
accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards as adopted by the EU
(‘IFRSs’); and

e Have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Maltese Broadcasting
Act (Cap. 350) (the ‘Act’).

What we have audited
The Authority’s financial statements, which comprise of:

the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2024;

the statement of comprehensive income for the year then ended;

the statement of changes in equity for the year then ended;

the statement of cash flows for the year then ended; and

the notes to the financial statements, which include material accounting policies and
other explanatory information.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs). Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors’ Responsibilities
for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a
basis for our opinion.

Independence

We are independent of the Authority in accordance with the International Ethics Standards
Board for Accountants’ International Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including
International Independence Standards) (‘IESBA Code’), together with the ethical requirements
of the Accountancy Profession (Code of Ethics for Warrant Holders) Directive issued in terms
of the Accountancy Profession Act (Cap. 281) that are relevant to our audit of the financial
statements in Malta. We have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
these requirements and the IESBA Code.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
To the Members of Broadcasting Authority

Other information

The board members are responsible for the other information. The other information
comprises the ‘Authority Board’s Report’ but does not include the financial statements and our
auditors’ report thereon.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other
information, and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially
inconsistent with the financial statements, or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise
appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that
there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.
We have nothing to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of the Board Members for the financial statements

The board members are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements that give a
true and fair view in accordance with IFRSs and are properly prepared in accordance with the
provisions of the Act and for such internal control as the board members determine is
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatements, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements the board members are responsible for assessing the
Authority’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to
going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the board members
either intend to liquidate the Authority or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative
but to do so.

The board members are also responsible for overseeing the financial reporting process.

Auditors’ responsibility for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an
auditors’ report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance,
but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs will always detect a
material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgement and maintain
professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

+ Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and
obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.
The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for
one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT
To the Members of Broadcasting Authority

Auditors’ responsibility for the audit of the financial statements - continued

+ Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing
an opinion on the effectiveness of the Authority’s internal control.

« Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
accounting estimates and related disclosures made by the board members.

+  Conclude on the appropriateness of the board members use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty
exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Authority’s
ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we
are required to draw attention in our auditors’ report to the related disclosures in the
financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditors’ report.
However, future events or conditions may cause the Authority to cease to continue as a
going concern.

« Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements,
including the disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying
transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with the board members regarding, among other matters, the planned scope
and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in
internal control that we identify during our audit.

Other matter

The financial statements of Broadcasting Authority for the year ended 31 December 2023, were
audited by another auditor who expressed an unmodified opinion on those statements on 22
May 2024.

The Principal authorized to sign on behalf of CLA Malta on the audit resulting in this
independent auditors’ report is Norbert Bugeja.

T
&

CLA Malta
Registered Auditors

L“./

3 July 2025
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Statement of financial position

As at 31 December

Note 2024 2023
ASSETS € €
Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment 7 5,162,121 5,087,949
Current assets
Trade and other receivables 8 136,361 202,416
Cash at bank 9 927,704 960,110
Total current assets 1,064,065 1,162,526
Total assets 6,226,186 6,250,475
EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity
Capital reserve 11 2,572,739 2,572,739
Revaluation reserve 11 3,418,357 3,418,357
Accumulated surplus 11 40,753 33,534
Total equity 6,031,849 6,024,630
Current liabilities
Trade and other payables 10 194,337 225,845
Total equity and liabilities 6,226,186 6,250,475

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

The financial statements on pages 8 to 29 were authorised for issue by the board members on 3 July
2025 and were signed on its behalf by:

/
7

M, i
—_— r_-‘a-r~
=
i

Joanne Spiteri
Chief Executive

Frank V. Farrugia
Chairperson
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Statement of comprehensive income

Note
Revenue 13
Administration expenses 14

Other income

Other expenses

Operating surplus
Finance income
Surplus for the year

Total comprehensive income for the year

Year ended 31 December

2024 2023

€ €
1,189,269 1,151,796
(1,184,138) (1,088,459)
113,864 452
(113,560) -
5,435 63,789
1,784 637
7,219 64,426
7,219 64,426

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Statement of changes in equity

Capital Revaluation Accumulated
reserve reserve  surplus/(deficit) Total
€ € € €

As at 1 January 2024 2,572,739 3,418,357 33,534 6,024,630
Total comprehensive income for
the year
Surplus for the year - - 7,219 7,219
Total comprehensive income - - 7,219 7,219
As at 31 December 2024 2,572,739 3,418,357 40,753 6,031,849
As at 1 January 2023 2,572,739 3,418,357 (30,892) 5,960,204
Total comprehensive income
Surplus for the year - - 64,426 64,426
Total comprehensive income - - 64,426 64,426
As at 31 December 2023 2,572,739 3,418,357 33,534 6,024,630

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.



ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Broadcasting Authority
Annual Report and Financial Statements - 31 December 2024

Statement of cash flows

As at 31 December

Note 2024 2023
€ €
Cash flows from operating activities
Surplus for the year 7,219 64,426
Add back:
Depreciation 87,404 82,272
Impairment allowance 34,665 (4,358)
Loss on disposal - 848
Movements in working capital:
Trade and other receivables 31,390 (10,748)
Trade and other payables (31,508) 12,748
Net cash generated from operating activities 129,170 145,188
Cash flows from investing activities
Acquisition of property, plant and equipment (161,576) (115,232)
Disposal of property, plant and equipment - 2,500
Net cash used in investing activities (161,576) (112,732)
Movement in cash and cash equivalents (32,406) 32,456
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year 772,840 740,384
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 9 740,434 772,840

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Notes to the financial statements

1

1.1

1.2

21

Basis of preparation
Statement of compliance

These financial statements of Broadcasting Authority (the ‘Authority’) have been prepared and
presented in accordance with the International Financial Reporting Standards as adopted by the
EU (IFRSs) and with the requirements of the Broadcasting Authority Act.

All references to IAS and IFRS refer to those adopted by the EU.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity with IFRSs requires the use of certain
critical accounting estimates. It also requires the Board to exercise their judgement in the
process of applying the Authority’s accounting policies (Note 4 - Critical accounting estimates
and judgements).

These financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, except for
land and buildings which are carried at a revalued amount.

Functional and presentation currency
The financial statements are presented in Euro, which is the Authority’s functional currency.
Summary of material accounting policies

The principal material accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial
statements are set out below. These policies have been consistently applied to all years
presented, unless otherwise stated.

Property, plant and equipment

Recognition and measurement

The cost of an item of property, plant and equipment is recognised as an asset when it is
probable that the future economic benefits that are associated with the asset will flow to the
entity and the cost can be measured reliably. Property, plant and equipment are initially
measured at cost comprising the purchase price, any costs directly attributable to bringing the
assets to a working condition for their intended use, and the initial estimate of the costs of
dismantling and removing the item and restoring the site on which it is located. Subsequent
expenditure is capitalised as part of the cost of property, plant and equipment only if it
enhances the future economic benefits of an asset in excess of the previously assessed
standard of performance, or it replaces or restores a component that has been separately
depreciated over its useful life. The carrying amount of the replaced part is derecognised. All
other repairs and maintenance are changed to profit or loss during the financial period in which
they are incurred.

After initial recognition, property, plant and equipment may be carried under the cost model,
that is at cost less any accumulated depreciation and any accumulated impairment losses., or
under the revaluation model, that is at their fair value at the date of the revaluation less any
accumulated depreciation and any accumulated impairment losses.
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2.2

2.2.1

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Property, plant and equipment - continued

After initial recognition, land and buildings are carried under the revaluation model while other
items of property, plant and equipment are carried under the cost model. Revaluations are
made for the entire class of land and buildings at least every five years or with sufficient
regularity such that the carrying amount does not differ materially from that which would be
determined using fair value at the reporting date. Any accumulated depreciation at the date of
revaluation is eliminated against the gross carrying amount of the asset and the net amount is
restated to the revalued amount of the asset.

Depreciation

Depreciation is calculated to write down the carrying amount of the asset on a systematic basis
over its expected useful life. The depreciation charge for each period is recognised in profit or
loss.

Land is not depreciated. Depreciation on other assets is calculated using the straight-line
method to allocate the cost of the assets to their residual values over their estimated useful
lives as follows:

%
Building & improvements 1
Transmitting antenna 4-12
Furniture & fittings 10-20
Technical equipment 25
Studio equipment 20
Motor vehicles 20

Depreciation method, useful life and residual value

The depreciation method applied, the residual value and the useful life are reviewed on a
regular basis and when necessary, revised with the effect of any changes in estimate being
accounted for prospectively.

Derecognition of property, plant and equipment

An item of property, plant and equipment is derecognised upon disposal or when no future
economic benefits are expected to arise from the continued use of asset. Any gains or losses
arising on the disposal or retirement of property, plant and equipment are determined as the
difference between the disposal proceeds and the carrying amount of the asset and are
recognised in the profit or loss.

Financial assets and liabilities
Recognition, initial measurement and derecognition of financial assets

Receivables issued are initially recognised when they are originated. All other financial assets
and financial liabilities are initially recognised when the Authority becomes a party to the
contractual provisions of the instrument. A financial asset (unless it is a trade receivable without
a significant financing component) or financial liability is initially measured at fair value plus, for
an item not at FVTPL, transaction costs that are directly attributable to its acquisition or issue.
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2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Financial assets and liabilities - continued
Recognition, initial measurement and derecognition of financial assets - continued

A trade receivable without a significant financing component is initially measured at the
transaction price.

Classification and subsequent measurement
Financial assets

On initial recognition, a financial asset is classified as measured at: amortised cost; FVOCI —
debt investment; FVOCI - equity investment; or FVTPL.

Financial assets are not reclassified subsequent to their initial recognition unless the Authority
changes its business model for managing financial assets, in which case all affected financial
assets are reclassified on the first day of the first reporting period following the change in the
business model.

A financial asset is measured at amortised cost if it meets both of the following conditions and is
not designated as at FVTPL.:

. it is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets to collect
contractual cash flows; and
. its contractual terms give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments

of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding.
Financial assets — Business model assessment

The Authority makes an assessment of the objective of the business model in which a financial
asset is held at a portfolio level because this best reflects the way the business is managed and
information is provided to management. The information considered includes:

. the stated policies and objectives for the portfolio and the operation of those policies in
practice. These include whether management’s strategy focuses on earning contractual
interest income, maintaining a particular interest rate profile, matching the duration of
the financial assets to the duration of any related liabilities or expected cash outflows or
realising cash flows through the sale of the assets;

. how the performance of the portfolio is evaluated and reported to the Authority
management;

. the risks that affect the performance of the business model (and the financial assets
held within that business model) and how those risks are managed;

. how managers of the business are compensated — e.g. whether compensation is based
on the fair value of the assets managed or the contractual cash flows collected; and

. the frequency, volume and timing of sales of financial assets in prior periods, the

reasons for such sales and expectations about future sales activity.

Transfers of financial assets to third parties in transactions that do not qualify for derecognition
are not considered sales for this purpose, consistent with the Authority’s continuing recognition
of the assets.
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2.2

2.2.2

2.2.3

2.2.4

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Financial assets and liabilities - continued
Classification and subsequent measurement - continued

Financial assets — Assessment whether contractual cash flows are solely payments of principal
and interest

For the purposes of this assessment, ‘principal’ is defined as the fair value of the financial asset
on initial recognition. ‘Interest’ is defined as consideration for the time value of money and for
the credit risk associated with the principal amount outstanding during a particular period of
time and for other basic lending risks and costs (e.g. liquidity risk and administrative costs), as
well as a profit margin.

In assessing whether the contractual cash flows are solely payments of principal and interest,
the Authority considers the contractual terms of the instrument. This includes assessing
whether the financial asset contains a contractual term that could change the timing or amount
of contractual cash flows such that it would not meet this condition. In making this assessment,
the Authority considers:

. contingent events that would change the amount or timing of cash flows;

. terms that may adjust the contractual coupon rate, including variable-rate features;

. prepayment and extension features; and

. terms that limit the Authority’s claim to cash flows from specified assets (e.g. non-

recourse features).

A prepayment feature is consistent with the solely payments of principal and interest criterion if
the prepayment amount substantially represents unpaid amounts of principal and interest on
the principal amount outstanding, which may include reasonable compensation for early
termination of the contract. Additionally, for a financial asset acquired at a discount or premium
to its contractual par amount, a feature that permits or requires prepayment at an amount that
substantially represents the contractual par amount plus accrued (but unpaid) contractual
interest (which may also include reasonable compensation for early termination) is treated as
consistent with this criterion if the fair value of the prepayment feature is insignificant at initial
recognition.

Financial assets - Subsequent measurement

Financial assets at amortised cost are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the
effective interest method. Amortised cost is the initial measurement amount adjusted for the
amortisation of any difference between the initial and maturity amounts using the effective
interest method. The amortised cost is reduced by impairment losses. Interest income, foreign
exchange gains and losses and impairment are recognised in profit or loss. Any gain or loss on
derecognition is recognised in surplus or deficit.

Financial liabilities — Subsequent measurement and gains and losses

Financial liabilities are classified as measured at amortised cost or FVTPL. A financial liability is
classified as at FVTPL if it is classified as held-for-trading, it is a derivative or it is designated as
such on initial recognition. Financial liabilities at FVTPL are measured at fair value and net
gains and losses, including any interest expense, are recognised in surplus or deficit. Other
financial liabilities are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest
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2.2

2.2.4

2.2.5

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Financial assets and liabilities - continued
Financial liabilities — Subsequent measurement and gains and losses - continued

method. Interest expense and foreign exchange gains and losses are recognised in surplus or
deficit. Any gain or loss on derecognition is also recognised in surplus or deficit.

Impairment of financial assets

The Authority recognises loss allowances for ECLs on financial assets measured at amortised
cost and debt investments measured at FVOCI to which the Authority is exposed. It measures
loss allowances at an amount equal to lifetime ECLs, except for the following, which are
measured at 12-month ECLs:

e debt securities that are determined to have low credit risk at the reporting date; and

e other debt securities and bank balances for which credit risk (i.e. the risk of default
occurring over the expected life of the financial instrument) has not increased significantly
since initial recognition.

Loss allowances for trade receivables are always measured at an amount equal to lifetime
ECL. When determining whether the credit risk of a financial asset has increased significantly
since initial recognition and when estimating ECLs, the Authority considers reasonable and
supportable information that is relevant and available without undue cost or effort. This includes
both quantitative and qualitative information and analysis, based on the Authority's historical
experience and informed credit assessment and including forward-looking information.

The Authority assumes that the credit risk on a financial asset has increased significantly if it is
more than 30 days past due, and it considers a financial asset to be in default when:

e the debtor is unlikely to pay its credit obligations to the Authority in full, without recourse by
the Authority to actions such as realising security (if any is held); or
e the financial asset is more than 90 days past due.

Lifetime ECLs are the ECLs that result from all possible default events over the expected life of
a financial instrument. 12-month ECLs are the portion of ECLs that result from default events
that are possible within the 12 months after the reporting date (or a shorter period if the
expected life of the instrument is less than 12 months).

The maximum period considered when estimating ECLs is the maximum contractual period
over which the Authority is exposed to credit risk.

Measurement of ECL

ECLs are a probability-weighted estimate of credit losses. Credit losses are measured as the
present value of all cash shortfalls (i.e. the difference between the cash flows due to the entity
in accordance with the contract and the cash flows that the Authority expects to receive). ECLs
are discounted at the effective interest rate of the financial asset.
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2.2

2.2.5

2.2.6

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Financial assets and liabilities - continued
Impairment of financial assets - continued
Credit-impaired financial assets

At each reporting date, the Authority assesses whether financial assets carried at amortised
cost and debt securities at FVOCI are credit impaired. A financial asset is 'credit-impaired' when
one or more events that have a detrimental impact on the estimated future cash flows of the
financial asset have occurred.

Evidence that a financial asset is credit-impaired includes the following observable data:

e significant financial difficulty of the borrower or issuer;

e abreach of contract such as a default or being more than 90 days past due;

e the restructuring of a loan or advance by the Authority on terms that the Authority would not
consider otherwise;

e itis probable that the borrower will enter bankruptcy or other financial reorganisation; or

e the disappearance of an active market for a security because of financial difficulties.

Presentation of allowance for ECL in the statement of financial position

Loss allowances for financial assets measured at amortised cost are deducted from the gross
carrying amount of the assets.

Write-off

The gross carrying amount of a financial asset is written off when the Authority has no
reasonable expectations of recovering a financial asset in its entirety or a portion thereof. For
each of its financial assets that subject the Authority to credit risk, it makes an individual
assessment with respect to the timing and amount of write-off based on whether there is a
reasonable expectation of recovery. The Authority expects no significant recovery from the
amount written off. However, financial assets that are written off could still be subject to
enforcement activities in order to comply with the Authority's procedures for recovery of
amounts due.

Subsequent measurement and gains and losses
Financial liabilities

Financial liabilities are classified as measured at amortised cost or FVTPL. A financial liability is
classified as at FVTPL if it is classified as held-for-trading, it is a derivative or it is designated as
such on initial recognition. Financial liabilities at FVTPL are measured at fair value and net
gains and losses, including any interest expense, are recognised in profit or loss. Other
financial liabilities are subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest
method. Interest expense and foreign exchange gains and losses are recognised in profit or
loss. Any gain or loss on derecognition is also recognised in profit or loss.
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2.2.7
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(i)

2.2.8

2.3

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Financial assets and liabilities - continued
Derecognition

Financial assets

The Authority derecognises a financial asset when:

. the contractual rights to the cash flows from the financial asset expire; or
. it transfers the rights to receive the contractual cash flows in a transaction in which
either:

- substantially all of the risks and rewards of ownership of the financial asset are
transferred; or

- the Authority neither transfers nor retains substantially all of the risks and rewards of
ownership and it does not retain control of the financial asset.

The Authority enters into transactions whereby it transfers assets recognised in its statement of
financial position but retains either all or substantially all of the risks and rewards of the
transferred assets. In these cases, the transferred assets are not derecognised.

Financial liabilities

A financial liability is derecognised when the obligation under the liability is discharged or
cancelled or has expired. Where an existing financial liability is replaced by another from the
same lender on substantially different terms, or the terms of an existing liability are substantially
modified, such an exchange or modification is treated as a de-recognition of the original liability
and the recognition of a new liability, and the difference in the respective carrying amounts is
recognised in statement of comprehensive income.

Offsetting

Financial assets and financial liabilities are offset and the net amount presented in the
statement of financial position when, and only when, the Authority currently has a legally
enforceable right to set off the amounts and it intends either to settle them on a net basis or to
realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Impairment of non-financial assets

Assets that are subject for depreciation are reviewed for impairment whenever events or
changes in circumstances indicate that the carrying amount may not be recoverable. An asset’s
carrying amount is written down immediately to its recoverable amount if the asset’s carrying
amount is greater than its estimated recoverable amount. An impairment loss is recognised for
the amount by which the asset's carrying amount exceeds its recoverable amount. The
recoverable amount is the higher of an asset’s fair value less costs to sell and value in use. For
the purposes of assessing impairment, assets are grouped at the lowest levels for which there
are separately identifiable cash flows (cash-generating units). Non-financial assets that suffered
an impairment is reviewed for possible reversal of the impairment at the end of each reporting
period.
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2.5

2.6

2.7

Summary of material accounting policies - continued
Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents are carried in the statement of financial position at face value. In
the statement of cash flows, cash and cash equivalents includes cash in hand, deposits held at
call with banks.

Provisions

Provisions for legal claims are recognised when the Authority has a present legal or
constructive obligation as a result of past events, it is probable that an outflow of resources will
be required to settle the obligation, and the amount has been reliably estimated. Provisions are
not recognised for future operating losses. Provisions are measured at the present value of the
expenditures expected to be required to settle the obligation using a pre-tax rate that reflects
current market assessments of the time value of money and the risks specific to the obligation.
The increase in the provision due to passage of time is recognised as interest expense.

Reserves
The accumulated fund includes all current and prior period retained surpluses and deficits.

Revenue

The Authority recognise revenue from the sources as disclosed in note 12.
To determine when to recognise revenue, the Authority follows a 5-step process:

Identify the contract(s) with a customer

Identify the performance obligations in the contract

Determine the transaction price

Allocate the transaction price to the performance obligations in the contract
Recognise revenue when (or as) the entity satisfies a performance obligation.

Revenue is measured based on the consideration to which the Authority expects to be entitled
in a contract with a customer and excludes amounts collected on behalf of third parties. The
Authority recognises revenue when (or as) it satisfies a performance obligation by transferring
control of a promised good or service to the customer.

New or revised standards or interpretations
New standards, interpretations and amendments adopted from 1 January 2024

During the year ended 31 December 2024, the Authority has applied a number of amendments
to IFRS issued by the International Accounting Standards Board (IASB) that are mandatorily
effective for an accounting period that begins on 1 January 2024. Their adoption has not had
any material impact on the disclosures or on the amounts reported in these financial
statements.
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3 New or revised standards or interpretations - continued
New standards, interpretations and amendments adopted from 1 January 2024 - continued
a) Classification of Liabilities as Current or Non-Current (Amendments to IAS 1)

The amendments, as issued in 2020 and 2022, aim to clarify the requirements on determining
whether a liability is current or non-current, and require new disclosures for non-current
liabilities that are subject to future covenants. The amendments apply for annual reporting
periods beginning on or after 1 January 2024.

b) Amendments to IAS 7 Statement of Cash Flows and IFRS 7 Financial Instruments:
Disclosures: Supplier Finance Arrangements

On 25 May 2023, the IASB issued Supplier Finance Arrangements, which amended IAS 7
Statement of Cash Flows and IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures. The amendments
require entities to provide certain specific disclosures (qualitative and quantitative) related to
supplier finance arrangements. The amendments also provide guidance on characteristics of
supplier finance arrangements.

New and revised IFRS Accounting Standards in issue but not yet effective and not yet
adopted by EU

There are a number of standards, amendments to standards, and interpretations which have
been issued by the IASB that are effective in future accounting periods that the Group has
decided not to adopt early.

The following amendments are effective for the annual reporting period beginning 1 January
2025:
e Lack of Exchangeability (Amendment to IAS 21 The Effects of Changes in Foreign
Exchange Rates);

The following amendments are expected to be effective for the annual reporting period
beginning 1 January 2026 (Following the EU endorsement process):

e Amendments to the Classification and Measurement of Financial Instruments
(Amendments to IFRS 9 Financial Instruments and IFRS 7)

e Contracts Referencing Nature-dependent Electricity (Amendments to IFRS 9 and
IFRS7)

¢ Annual Improvements Volume 11 (issued on 18 July 2024)

The following standards and amendments are expected to be effective for the annual reporting
period beginning 1 January 2027 (Following the EU endorsement process):

e |FRS 18 Presentation and Disclosure in Financial Statements
e |IFRS 19 Subsidiaries without Public Accountability: Disclosures
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6.1

Critical accounting estimates and judgements

Estimates and judgements are continually evaluated and based on historical experience and
other factors including expectations of future events that are believed to be reasonable under
the circumstances.

In the opinion of the Board, the accounting estimates and judgements made in the course of
preparing these financial statements are not difficult, subjective or complex to a degree which
would warrant their description as critical in terms of the requirements of IAS 1.

Measurement of fair value

A number of the Authority’s accounting policies and disclosures require the measurement of fair
values, for both financial and non-financial assets and liabilities.

The Authority has an established control framework with respect to the measurement of fair
values. The management has overall responsibility for overseeing all significant fair value
measurements, including Level 3 fair values.

The management regularly reviews significant unobservable inputs and valuation adjustments.
If third party information, such as architect valuations, is used to measure fair values, then the
management assesses the evidence obtained from the third parties to support the conclusion
that these valuations meet the requirements of the Accounting Standards, including the level in
the fair value hierarchy in which the valuations should be classified.

When measuring the fair value of an asset or a liability, the Authority uses observable market
data as far as possible. Fair values are categorised into different levels in a fair value hierarchy
based on the inputs used in the valuation techniques as follows.

e Level 1: quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities.

e Level 2: inputs other than quoted prices included in Level 1 that are observable for the
asset or liability, either directly (i.e. as prices) or indirectly (i.e. derived from prices).

e Level 3: inputs for the asset or liability that are not based on observable market data
(unobservable inputs).

If the inputs used to measure the fair value of an asset or a liability fall into different levels of the
fair value hierarchy, then the fair value measurement is categorised in its entirety in the same
level of the fair value hierarchy as the lowest level input that is significant to the entire
measurement.

The Authority recognises transfers between levels of the fair value hierarchy at the end of the
reporting period during which the change has occurred. Further information about the
assumptions made in measuring fair values is included in note 7 to the financial statements.

Financial risk management
Financial risk factors

The Authority is exposed to a variety of financial risks: market risk credit risk and liquidity risk.
The Authority’s risk management is coordinated by the Board members and focuses on actively
securing the Authority’s short to medium term cash flows by minimising the exposure to financial
risk. The Authority did not make use of derivative financial instruments to hedge certain risk
exposures during the current and preceding financial years.




ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Broadcasting Authority
Annual Report and Financial Statements - 31 December 2024

6.1

Financial risk management - continued

Financial risk factors - continued

(a) Market risk
(i) Cash flow and fair value interest rate risk

The Authority has no material interest-bearing assets and liabilities, and its income and
operating cash flows are substantially independent of changes in market interest rates.

(b) Credit risk
Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will fail to discharge an obligation
and cause the other party to incur financial loss. Credit risk arises from cash and cash

equivalents and trade and other receivables.

The Authority’s exposure to credit risk is limited to the carrying amount of financial assets
recognized at the end of the reporting date, as summarised below:

2024 2023

Note € €

Trade and other receivables 8 115,907 191,560
Cash at bank 9 927,704 960,110

1,043,611 1,151,670

The maximum exposure to credit risk at the reporting date in respect of the financial assets
mentioned above is equivalent to their carrying amount as disclosed in the respective notes to
the financial statements. The Authority does not hold any collateral as security in this respect.
The amounts disclosed above in respect of trade and other receivables exclude prepayments
and indirect taxation.

(i) Cash and cash equivalents

The Authority’s cash and cash equivalents are held with local financial institutions with high
quality standing or rating and are settled on demand. Management considers the probability of
default to be close to zero as the financial institution has a strong capacity to meet their
contractual obligations in the near term. As a result, while cash and cash equivalents are
subject to the impairment requirements of IFRS 9, the identified impairment loss is insignificant.

(ii) Trade receivables

The Authority assesses the credit quality of its customers taking into account financial position,
past experience and other factors. It has policies in place to ensure that sales of services are
affected to customers with an appropriate credit history. The Authority monitors the
performance of its receivables on a regular basis to identify incurred collection losses, which
are inherent in the Authority’s trade receivables, taking into account historical experience in
collection of accounts receivable. The credit quality of the trade receivables, which are not
impaired or past due financial assets, reflects the nature of these assets which are principally
debts in respect of transactions with counterparties for whom there is no history of default.
Management does not expect any losses from non-performance of these parties.
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6.2

Financial risk management - continued
Financial risk factors - continued

(b) Credit risk - continued

(ii) Trade receivables - continued

The Authority applies the IFRS 9 simplified approach to measure expected credit losses which
uses lifetime expected credit loss allowance for all trade receivables and contract assets. To
measure the expected credit losses, trade receivables and contract assets have been grouped
based on shared credit risk characteristics and the days past due. The Authority uses
judgement in estimating the expected credit losses. Credit loss allowance include specific
provisions against credit impaired individuals exposures with the amount of provisions being
equivalent to the balances attributable to credit impaired receivables. Provisions for impairment
of credit impaired balances with corporate customers related to entities which are in adverse
trading and operational circumstances. Reversals of provisions for impairment of credit
impaired receivables arise in those situations where customers recover from unfavourable
circumstances and accordingly start meeting repayment obligations.

The Authority does not hold collateral as security in respect of credit impaired assets. The
movements in credit loss allowances of these receivables are disclosed separately in surplus or
deficit.

Trade receivables and contract assets are written off when there is no reasonable expectation
of recovery. Indicators that there is no reasonable expectation of recovery include, amongst
others, the failure of a debtor to engage in a repayment plan with the Authority. Impairment
losses on trade receivables and contract assets are presented as net impairment losses within
operating surplus. Subsequent recoveries of amounts written off are credited against the same
line item.

(c) Liquidity risk

The Authority is exposed to liquidity risk in relation to meeting future obligations associated with
its financial liabilities, which comprise trade and other payables (Note 10). Prudent liquidity risk
management includes maintaining sufficient cash reserves to ensure the availability of an
adequate amount of funding to meet the Authority's obligations.

The Authority monitors liquidity risk by reviewing expected cash flows and ensures that no
financing facilities are expected to be required over the coming year. The Authority's liquidity
risk is not deemed material in view of the matching of cash inflows and outflows arising from
expected maturities of financial instruments and commitments. The financial liabilities are
payable on demand.

Capital risk management

The Authority's equity, which constitutes its capital base, is disclosed in the statement of
financial position. The Authority's objectives when managing capital are to safeguard the
respective entity's ability to continue as a going concern in order to provide returns and benefits
for stakeholders, and to maintain an optimal capital structure to reduce the cost of capital.

In view of the nature of the Authority’s activities and its financial position, the capital level as at
the end of the reporting period is deemed adequate by the board members.
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6 Financial risk management - continued
6.3 Fair values of financial instruments

At 31 December 2024 and 2023 the carrying amounts of cash at bank, receivables and
payables reflected in the financial statements are reasonable estimates of fair value in view of
the nature of these instruments or the relatively short period of time between the origination of
the instruments and their expected realisation.
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7 Property, plant and equipment

Cost/revalued amount

As at 1 January 2023
Additions
Disposals

As at
31 December 2023

As at 1 January 2024
Additions

As at
31 December 2024

Depreciation
As at 1 January 2023
Charge for the year

Released upon disposal

As at 31 January 2023

Freehold Building &  Transmitting  Furniture & Technical Studio Motor

land  improvements antenna fittings  equipment  equipment vehicles Total

€ € € € € € € €
2,610,000 2,051,000 886,025 626,968 139,872 161,057 56,850 6,287,296
- - 97,164 17,382 686 - - 115,232

- - (6,439) - - - - (6,439)
2,610,000 2,051,000 976,750 663,780 140,558 161,057 56,850 6,659,995
2,610,000 2,051,000 976,750 663,780 140,558 161,057 56,850 6,659,995
- - 149,337 5,655 - 6,584 - 161,576
2,610,000 2,051,000 1,126,087 669,435 140,558 167,641 56,850 6,821,571
- - 587,425 548,679 138,854 161,057 56,850 1,492,865

- 20,510 35,563 25,316 883 - - 82,272

- - (3,091) - - - - (3,091)

- 20,510 619,897 573,995 139,737 161,057 56,850 1,572,046
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7

Property, plant and equipment - continued

Freehold Building &  Transmitting  Furniture & Technical Studio Motor
land  improvements antenna fittings  equipment  equipment vehicles Total
€ € € € € € € €

Depreciation
As at 1 January 2024 - 20,510 619,897 573,995 139,737 161,057 56,850 1,572,046
Charge for the year - 20,510 41,739 23,346 492 1,317 - 87,404
As at
31 December 2024 - 41,020 661,636 597,341 140,229 162,374 56,850 1,659,450
Net book value
31 December 2024 2,610,000 2,009,980 464,451 72,094 329 5,267 - 5,162,121
31 December 2023 2,610,000 2,030,490 356,853 89,785 821 - - 5,087,949
31 December 2022 2,610,000 2,051,000 298,601 97,719 1,017 - - 5,058,337

The fair value of land and buildings within the property, plant and equipment was determined by an external, independent property valuer having
appropriate recognised professional qualification and recent experience in the location and category of the property being valued. The fair value
measurement for all land and buildings has been categorised as a Level 3 fair value based on the inputs to the valuation technique used, being
reference to recent available market data for similar properties or, in the absence of such data, the replacement cost. The last revaluation of the
land and buildings was performed in 2023.
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8 Trade and other receivables

2024 2023

€ €

Trade receivables 159,114 205,858
Impairment allowance (51,660) (16,995)
107,454 188,863

Other receivables 2,357 2,357
Indirect taxation 5,926 3,520
Accrued income 6,096 340
Prepayments 14,528 7,336

136,361 202,416

9 Cash at bank

2024 2023
€ €
Cash at bank 926,836 958,716
Cash in hand 868 1,394
927,704 960,110
Less fixed deposit accounts (187,270) (187,270)
Cash and cash equivalents — cash flow statement 740,434 772,840
10 Trade and other payables
2024 2023
€ €
Trade payables 34,195

Deferred income and accruals 194,337 191,650
194,337 225,845

11 Equity and reserves

1.1 Capital reserve

2024 2023
€ €
Capital reserve 2,572,739 2,572,739

The capital reserve represents the initial contribution made by the Government to the Authority.
11.2 Revaluation reserve

The revaluation reserve relates to the revaluation of land and buildings within the property,
plant and equipment.
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11 Equity and reserves - continued
11.3  Accumulated (deficit)/surplus

This reserve represents accumulated surpluses or deficits over the years of operation of the
Authority.

12 Taxation

With reference to the Broadcasting Act, Part 9 article 39 sub-article 2, Government subventions
are deemed to be exempt from any liability for the payment of income tax and duty on
documents. Hence no taxation was recognised in these financial statements given the Authority’s
main source of income is the Government’s subventions.

13 Revenue
2024 2023
€ €
Government subvention 700,000 700,000
Master Antenna Facility Fees 60,554 60,554
Radio License Fees 134,106 139,954
Radio Application Fees 10,615 17,402
TV Application Fees 5,800 41,669
TV License Fees 147,761 128,877
Transmitter Rents Receivable 52,343 46,728
Gharghur site generator fees 13,800 13,814
Penalties income 64,290 2,798
1,189,269 1,151,796
14 Expenses for the year

2024 2023
€ €
Audit fee (inclusive of vat) 4,130 3,540
Depreciation 87,404 82,272
Wages and salaries 814,303 762,837

Staff costs incurred during the year are analysed as follows:
2024 2023
€ €
Board members’ honoraria 89,114 89,114
Wages and salaries 679,354 631,148
768,468 720,262
Social security contributions 45,835 42,575

Wages and salaries 814,303 762,837
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14 Expenses for the year - continued

The average number of persons employed during the year, including board members was made up

as follows:
2024 2023
No No
Board members 5 5
Operations 23 24
28 29
15 Related party transactions

Broadcasting Authority operates under the provisions of the Broadcasting Act, Chapter 350 of
the Laws of Malta to exercise regulatory functions regarding sound and television broadcasting
services in Malta and to issue licenses for the provisions of such services in accordance with

said Act.
2024 2023
€ €
Transactions with related parties:
Government subvention 700,000 700,000
Government grant 113,560 -

The Authority commissioned a radio coverage analysis for the erection of a new transmission
tower in Malta for the Broadcasting Authority. This expense was paid by the Government. The
Authority is not expected to repay such amount and was therefore considered as a grant.

16 Capital commitment

The Authority is committed to build a Transmission backup site. This project mainly depends on
the commitment and issuance of funds by the government.

17 Contingent liability
The Authority is being defended with regards to an Industrial Tribunal claim that has been filed
by a former employee who is claiming constructive dismissal. Potential financial claims have not
yet been determined but are estimated at €69,346, which have not been provided for in these
financial statements.

18 Other information

The Broadcasting Authority a body corporate was established under the Broadcasting
Ordinance XX of 1961. The registered office is 7, Mile End Street, Hamrun HMR 1719.
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Decizjoni dwar l-ilment assistit bl-akkuza, imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa kontra
RTK 103 rigward kliem defamanti u abbuziv fil-konfront tas-Sur Norman Lowell
mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi waqt il-programm Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 tal-14
ta’ Ottubru 2023

Dan l-ilment tressaq mis-Sur Josiah Vella, Segretarju tal-Partit Imperium Europa nhar it-30
t’Ottubru 2023 minhabba dak 1i hu sejjah malizzja u diskriminazzjoni li 1-Prof. Andrew
Azzopardi konxjament u intenzjonalment holoq b’rimarki dikjarattivi fuq il-Kap tal-istess
Partit, is-Sur Norman Lowell, u dan matul il-programm tieghu ‘Andrew Azzopardi on
RTK103’ nhar 1-14 t’Ottubru 2023.

Stante 1li dan l-ilment jikkwalifika bhala Iment taht ir-regolament 4 tal-Legizlazzjoni
Sussidjarja 350.07, inkwantu l-lanjanza tista’ tikkwalifika bhala ksur tal-Artikolu 34(1)(a)
tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta, 1-Awtorita, ai termini tal-istess Legizlazzjoni Sussidjarja,
akkuzat lix-xandar b’din id-dispozizzjoni in segwitu ghal dan l-ilment.

F’email 1i s-Sur Josiah Vella baghat lil RTK103 dakinhar tax-xandira, hu qal li 1-prezentatur
ghamel theddida diretta lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir meta wissa li hu mhux se jistieden lis-Sur
Lowell, la jekk jintrabat mal-bieb u anqgas fl-isfond tad-Direttiva. Is-Sur Josiah Vella
kkundanna dan l-agir permezz tal-komunikazzjoni mal-istazzjon RTK103 Ii inkludiet
referenzi ghal ksur tal-imparzjalita u bilan¢ u li nholqu permezz tal-minac¢¢ja u Censura
politika.

Fir-risposta mibghuta mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, ix-xandar offra li jinqara sunt, bil-Partit
Imperium Europa jilmenta li dan kien se jqieghdu f’pozizzjoni aghar minhabba t-tahlit
tal-prin¢ipji religjuzi ma’ temi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti. Fl-istess skambju ta’ komunikazzjoni bejn
il-partijiet, is-Sur Josiah Vella ssuggerixxa test iehor li x-xandar oggezzjona ghalih. Ghalhekk
il-Partit Imperium Europa ressaq l-ilment quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir nhar it-30
t’Ottubru 2023, fejn talab ukoll lill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tiehu konjizzjoni tar-raba’
paragrafu tal-L.S. 350.07. L-Awtorita lagghet din it-talba a bazi ta’ ksur ta’ Art. 34 ta’ Kap.
350 u appuntat is-smigh ghall-11 ta’ Jannar 2024, wara li giet milqugha talba mill-istazzjon
ghal differiment.

Matul is-smigh, Dr Joanna Spiteri, Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, spjegat 1i hi kienet
accettat stedina ghal dan il-programm mal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi u li matulu saru kummenti
1i hi hasset li jmorru kontra Art. 34 (1)(a) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir. Qalet li I-Awtorita kienet qed
tirreferi ghal potenzjalment ksur skont Art.4 tal-L.S.350.07. Il-Kap Ezekuttiv iddefiniet
il-kummenti tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi bhala minac¢¢janti kontra l-istess Awtorita meta saru
fil-konfront taghha. Hi rrimarkat 1i l-istess prezentatur kien diga kiser Direttiva mahruga
mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir waqt 1-Elezzjoni Generali 2022. Ghalhekk stagsiet jekk dan hux ser
jerga’ jsehh fil-kuntest tad-Direttiva li se tinhareg ghall-Elezzjonijiet tal-Parlament Ewropew
tal-2024, kif iddikjara 1-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi.

Wara li nstemghet dik il-parti tal-programm li ghaliha Imenta I-Partit Imperium Europa, is-Sur
Josiah Vella qal li hafna mill-affarijiet hargu mill-istess stqarrija tal-prezentatur u spjega li hu
kien baghat sunt lix-xandar u li ma kienx hemm gbil bejn il-partijiet dwar it-test li jrid jigi
moqri bhala dritt ta’ risposta.

Dr Maurice Meli, konsulent legali ghal RTK103, wiegeb li minkejja d-dikjarazzjoni tal-Prof.
Andrew Azzopardi, ma jfissirx li I-bibien ta” RTK103 huma maghluqin ghall-Partit Imperium
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Europa. Qal ukoll 1i Dr Adriano Spiteri, li dakinhar kien esponent tal-Partit Imperium Europa,
kien sahansitra mistieden fuq l-istess stazzjon f1-2020 u ghadda I-veduti tieghu wagqt l-istess
programm kondott mill-istess prezentatur. Dr Maurice Meli kkonkluda li dan kien jixhed
ghall-fatt li x-xandar ma kienx ged johloq forom ta’ ¢ensura kontra 1-Partit Imperium Europa.
Dr Maurice Meli stieden lis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo jesibixxi tliet sentenzi, tnejn moghtija
mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar kummenti mis-Sur Norman Lowell u wahda mill-Imhallef
Lawrence Quintano f1-2013. Dr Maurice Meli staqsa wkoll x’kienet ezattament il-hsara li
|-Partit Imperium Europa kien ged jalludi ghaliha.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut, Tezorier tal-Partit Imperium Europa, wiegeb li bil-kliem li ntqal gie
ingurjat il-Kap tal-Partit Imperium Europa meta gie riferit mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi
b’mod impudenti bhala razzist u xenofobiku u meta fis-sentenza tal-Imhallef Lawrence
Quintano tal-2013, 1i x-xandar irrefera ghaliha matul il-korrispondenza ta’ qabel is-smigh,
sabet lis-Sur Norman Lowell hati fuq il-probabbilta ta’ razzizmu. Hu spjega li I-Prof. Andrew
Azzopardi mar oltre minn hekk 1-ghaliex sahansitra ddikjara, u dan minkejja li stazzjon huwa
licenzjat 1i jxandar programmi dwar grajjiet kurrenti fejn obbligat ihaddan l-elementi ta’
Art.13 u Art.34 ta’ Kap.350, i matul il-programm tieghu fuq RTK103 mhux biss mhux se
jkun mistieden il-Kap tal-Partit izda 1i sahansitra lest jikser direttivi mahruga mill-Awtorita
tax-Xandir. Is-Sur Charles Sammut qal li din tammonta ghal ¢ensura u diskriminazzjoni
politika lampanti u 1i minhabba fiha ma jistghux jinstemghu punti di vista differenti kif titlob
il-ligi.

F’intervent gsajjar, is-Sur Norman Lowell qal 1i l-intenzjoni tal-Partit mhix li jigi mmultat
RTK103 ta’ nuqqas ikkawzat mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi, izda li ssir gustizzja.

II-Bord wiezen l-argumenti mressqa u ddecieda li jilga’ l-ilment fis-sens li, il-kummenti
tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi kienu barra minn posthom u tbieghdu minn sempli¢i opinjoni,
izda ammontaw ghal dikjarazzjoni. I1-Bord qies ukoll li l-preZentatur seta’ ressaq l-argument
bla ma jsemmi persuni partikolari u innota li x-xandar la hareg ebda stqarrija sabiex jallontana
ruhu mill-veduti tal-prezentatur, u f’kull kaz, xorta wahda jibga’ responsabbli ghall-kontenut
tax-xandira.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord qieghed jilga’ I-ilment tal-Partit Imperium Europa u konsegwentement
ged jiddikjara ksur tal-Artikolu 34(1)(a) tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta, reat li jgorr mieghu
penali ta’ €1,750, u konsegwentement ged jikkundanna lill-istazzjon RTK103 ihallas din
il-penali.

Peress 1i l-istess stazzjon, permezz tad-decizjoni ta’ nhar 1-4 ta> Awwissu 2022, kien inghata
penali ta’ €4,660 ai termini tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta kontra nuqqasijiet ohra, liema
penali pero kienet sospiza ghall-perjodu ta’ tliet (3) snin mid-data tal-istess decizjoni, u stante
li din l-offiza twettqet matul dak il-perjodu operattiv ta’ dik id-dec¢izjoni tal-4 ta’ Awwissu
2022, il-Bord ma kellux triq ohra ghajr 1i jordna wkoll il-hlas immedjat tal-istess penali, ghal
total ta’ €6,410, liema ammont komplessiv ghandu jithallas mill-istazzjon RTK103 sa mhux
aktar tard minn 60 jum mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 4
Ref:88/23
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa assistit b’akkuza
kontra RTK103 dwar il-programm Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 rigward ksur
tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa
rigward ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-istess Awtorita tax-Xandir nhar it-18 ta’ April
2024 u li kienet tapplika ghal matul il-perjodu tal-kampanja elettorali tal-Elezzjonijiet
tal-Parlament Ewropew.

L-ilment ta’ Imperium Europa, datat 30 ta’ Mejju 2024, kien jirreferi ghall-programm ta’
grajjiet kurrenti fuq RTK103.

Inzammew numru ta’ seduti ghal dan is-smigh. Nhar is-6 ta> Gunju 2024, dehru s-Sur
Charles Sammut in rapprezentanza tal-Partit Imperium Europa kif ukoll is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo bhala l-editur tal-istazzjon lanjat, is-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara kif ukoll
il-Professur Andrew Azzopardi, assistiti mill-Avukat Dr Maurice Meli.

Dr Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, stagsa lir-rapprezentant ta’
Imperium Europa jekk kienx ghad fadallu interess fl-ilment. Is-Sur Charles Sammut
wiegeb fil-pozittiv. F’dak l-istadju Dr Maurice Meli spjega li l-istazzjon ma kienx iré¢ieva
l-ilment minghand 1-Awtorita. F’dan Il-istadju 1-Bord ta kopja tal-ilment seduta stante u
ddecieda li s-smigh kellu jigi diferit sabiex l-istazzjon jinghata I-hin biex jipprepara
d-difiza tieghu. Dan sar bi gbil bejn il-partijiet prezenti.

Wara s-smigh, il-partit lanjant kiteb lill-Bord b’referenza ghal sezzjoni 5 tal-imsemmija
Direttiva u talab li fi¢c-¢irkustanzi li 1-Awtorita tohloq gustizzja permezz tad-Direttiva
taghha stess billi tisma’ u tiddeciedi l-ilment gabel l-elezzjoni u mhux wara ghax
l-osservanza kellha tigi kkunsidrata b'urgenza. Din il-komunikazzjoni giet segwita b’ohra
ftit wara fejn il-Partit Imperium Europa ghamel referenza ghad-dec¢izjoni tal-istess Bord
tas-27 ta' Mejju fl-okkju PN vs PBS li kienet tghid: “Dr Michael Piccinino Zied li
minhabba [-importanza ta' dan is-suggett li ged jiddomina I-kampanja elettorali, ged
Jjintalab smigh urgenti. Il-Bord laqa’ din it-talba u skeda dan is-smigh ghal ftit sighat
wara”. 11-Partit lanjant ilmenta li mhux qed jinghata trattament ugwali.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord Itaga’ b’urgenza virtwalment sabiex jiddiskuti l-argumenti
migjuba u ha konjizzjoni tal-komunikazzjoni li possibbilment halliet barra 1-ilment
originali fil-komunikazzjoni tal-akkuza 1i harget skont id-detti ta’ Kap. 350.07
lill-istazzjon. I11-Bord idderiga lill-Kap Ezekuttiv tibghat s-segwenti risposta lill-Partit
lanjant fit-20:00 tal-istess jum:

“L-Awtorita hadet konoxxenza tal-korrispondenza mibghuta illum, wahda
fit-15:54 u fil-17.42 iltaqghet b'urgenza llejla sabiex tiddiskuti dawn
iz-zewg komunikazjonijiet. L-Awtorita taghmel referenza ghall-fatti kif graw
illum waranofsinhar senjatament illi dan is-smigh segwa [-procedura
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tad-Direttiva u gie mibghut direttament lill-Awtorita li dan is-smigh
instema' b'urgenza u minnufih li waqt dan is-smigh l-istazzjon gab
ghall-gharfien tal-Bord quddiem ir-rapprezentant tal-ilmentatur [i ma
kellux kopja tal-ilment formali mressaq minn Imperium Europa.

1I-Bord ha nota tal-fatt li I-ilmentatur ma oggezzjonax ghal diferiment ghal
tempo vergine. ll-Bord ghalhekk ipproceda li jikkoncedi differiment.

1l-Bord ghalhekk tenut kont il-grajjiet kif graw waranofsinhar kif ukoll
tal-fatt li I-kampanja elettorali li taghlag minn hawn u erba' sighat ohra
tiddeciedi li ma tilqax it-talba sabiex is-smigh jigi rikjamat ghal-lejla stess.”

II-Partit lanjant rega’ wiegeb dakinhar stess. Ghal dan il-Bord iddecieda 1i din
il-komunikazzjoni ma kellhiex ghalfejn tigi mwiegba.

It-tieni smigh kien skedat ghall-20 ta’ Gunju 2024, madankollu is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo kiteb 1i ma setax jattendi. Ghaldagstant il-Bord iffissa it-tieni seduta
ghat-18 ta’ Lulju 2024. Ghal dan is-smigh dehru l-istess partijiet. Deher ukoll is-Sur
Matthew Xuereb, I-editur il-gdid tal-istazzjon lanjat u s-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara, Head
of Programmes and Business Development, filwaqt li s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo
fil-kariga 1-gdida tieghu bhala Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Beacon Media Group Ltd, inghaqad
virtwalment.

[¢-Chairman fetah is-smigh billi fakkar 1i din hija kontinwazzjoni tas-smigh ta’ qabel
l-elezzjoni u ¢ioé ta’ nhar is-6 ta’ Gunju 2024.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li hu jixtieq iressaq zewg eccezzjonijiet fosthom dwar ir-rwol
tas-Segretarju tal-Bord u t-talba ghar-rikuza tieghu.

[I-Bord wiegeb li dwar din il-materja ga kien hemm dec¢izjoni tal-Awtorita fl-ilment
precedenti bejn l-istess partijiet.

Dr Maurice Meli xorta xtaq iressaq l-ilment tieghu u spjega 1i quddiem I-Imhallef Aaron
Bugeja hemm proceduri pendenti u qal li ghandu e¢¢ezzjoni ohra dwar il-Kap Ezekuttiv.
Dr Maurice Meli sostna 1i d-de¢izjoni tal-Qorti se jkollha impatt dirett fuq 1-andament ta’
dawn il-proceduri. Qal li f’dik il-kawza qed jikkontestaw il-pozizzjoni legali tal-irwol
tal-Kap Ezekuttiv fi hdan I-Awtorita tax-Xandir u fi hdan il-Bord. Ghalhekk tenna li hu
jemmen li s-sentenza ta’ dik il-kawza se jkollha impatt dirett fuq il-pro¢eduri mhaddna u
1i ghalhekk 1-Awtorita kellha tissospendi dawn il-proceduri.

Dr Maurice Meli kompla billi vverbalizza kif ge;:

“Dr Maurice Meli ghas-so¢jeta Beacon Group Media Ltd jibda billi jissoleva zewg punti
preliminari.
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tad-Direttiva u gie mibghut direttament lill-Awtorita li dan is-smigh
instema' b'urgenza u minnufih li waqt dan is-smigh I-istazzjon gab
ghall-gharfien tal-Bord quddiem ir-rapprezentant tal-ilmentatur [i ma
kellux kopja tal-ilment formali mressaq minn Imperium Europa.

1l-Bord ha nota tal-fatt li I-ilmentatur ma oggezzjonax ghal diferiment ghal
tempo vergine. Il-Bord ghalhekk ipproceda li jikkoncedi differiment.

1I-Bord ghalhekk tenut kont il-grajjiet kif graw waranofsinhar kif ukoll
tal-fatt li I-kampanja elettorali li taghlag minn hawn u erba' sighat ohra
tiddeciedi li ma tilqax it-talba sabiex is-smigh jigi rikjamat ghal-lejla stess.”

[I-Partit lanjant rega’ wiegeb dakinhar stess. Ghal dan il-Bord iddecieda 1li din
il-komunikazzjoni ma kellhiex ghalfejn tigi mwiegba.

It-tieni smigh kien skedat ghall-20 ta’ Gunju 2024, madankollu is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo kiteb 1i ma setax jattendi. Ghaldagstant il-Bord iffissa it-tieni seduta
ghat-18 ta’ Lulju 2024. Ghal dan is-smigh dehru l-istess partijiet. Deher ukoll is-Sur
Matthew Xuereb, I-editur il-gdid tal-istazzjon lanjat u s-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara, Head
of Programmes and Business Development, filwaqt li s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo
fil-kariga 1-gdida tieghu bhala Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Beacon Media Group Ltd, inghaqad
virtwalment.

[¢-Chairman fetah is-smigh billi fakkar i din hija kontinwazzjoni tas-smigh ta’ qabel
l-elezzjoni u ¢ioé ta’ nhar is-6 ta’ Gunju 2024.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li hu jixtieq iressaq zewg eccezzjonijiet fosthom dwar ir-rwol
tas-Segretarju tal-Bord u t-talba ghar-rikuza tieghu.

[I-Bord wiegeb li dwar din il-materja ga kien hemm decizjoni tal-Awtorita fl-ilment
precedenti bejn l-istess partijiet.

Dr Maurice Meli xorta xtaq iressaq l-ilment tieghu u spjega li quddiem I-Imhallef Aaron
Bugeja hemm proceduri pendenti u qal li ghandu e¢¢ezzjoni ohra dwar il-Kap Ezekuttiv.
Dr Maurice Meli sostna li d-de¢izjoni tal-Qorti se jkollha impatt dirett fuq 1-andament ta’
dawn il-proceduri. Qal li f’dik il-kawza qed jikkontestaw il-pozizzjoni legali tal-irwol
tal-Kap Ezekuttiv fi hdan [-Awtorita tax-Xandir u fi hdan il-Bord. Ghalhekk tenna li hu
jemmen li s-sentenza ta’ dik il-kawza se jkollha impatt dirett fuq il-pro¢eduri mhaddna u
li ghalhekk I-Awtorita kellha tissospendi dawn il-proc¢eduri.

Dr Maurice Meli kompla billi vverbalizza kif ge;j:

“Dr Maurice Meli ghas-soc¢jeta Beacon Group Media Ltd jibda billi jissoleva zewg punti
preliminari.
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Dr Maurice Meli staqsa lis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, 1i dak iz-zmien kien l-editur
tal-istazzjon, dwar x’ghandu xi jghid fuq l-ilment tas-Sur Charles Sammut.

Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo wiegeb li primarjament ma kien hemm ebda kandidati waqt
dawn il-programmi u li din kienet decizjoni editorjali. Qal li kien hemm madwar 60
persuna mistiedna li kollha esprimew veduti tal-partiti kollha. Ghalhekk skontu dak li ged
jghid is-Sur Charles Sammut ma jreggix ghax il-kandidati ma gewx mistiedna u li
l-istazzjon accerta 1i I-veduti kollha jigu mistiedna. Mistogsi minn Dr Maurice Meli kif
kienu jintghazlu n-nies, is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo wiegeb 1i wara laqgha
mal-prezentatur u l-producer tal-programm kienu jaghzlu nies mistiedna kull gimgha
b’firxa wiesgha ta’ mistednin li jirraprezentaw il-fehmiet politi¢i kollha. Ghamel ukoll
referenza ghal korrispondenza 1i kellu ma’ Dr Joanna Spiteri, il-Kap Ezekuttiv
tal-Awtorita tax- Xandir, bl-ahhar wahda fil-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, fejn fiha kien informaha li
l-kandidati mhux se jkunu mistiedna. Qal ukoll li kienet tkun ukoll inkluza s-Sinjura
Amanda Ciappara. Is-Sur Papagiorcopulo gal li kellhom telefonata ma’ Dr Joanna Spiteri
dwar il-mistednin fil-programmi u rrefera ghal numru ta’ imejls skambjati bejnu u 1-Kap
Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, li kienu saru f’dan ir-rigward.

Is-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara kompliet 1i hi kienet hafna drabi tibghat ukoll il-lista permezz
ta’ imejl u li r-risposta kienet tkun ‘noted’. Is-Sinjura Ciappara qalet li sahansitra f’imejl
tal-5 ta” Gunju 2024, kienet irceviet risposta minghand is-Sur Randolph Micallef li qal li
prima facie ma hemmx problemi.

Dr Alessandro Lia, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, ikkummenta li peress li
s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo qal li l-istazzjon kien stieden mistiedna li esprimew il-veduti
politi¢i kollha, hass li kellu jistaqsi min kienu I-mistiedna li esprimew il-veduta politika
tal-lanjant.

Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, ghalkemm wiegeb li kien hemm mistiedna tal-istess fehma
tal-partit lanjant, ma wegibx specifikament ghal dan u qal li jridu jsiru traskrizzjonijiet ta’
dak li ntqal. Kompla li hu jhoss Ii jrid isir jekk ma sarx diga min-naha tal-Awtorita.

Dr Maurice Meli pprezenta lista tal-mistednin li tindika diversi nies li kien hemm wagqt
il-programmi mxandra fuq RTK103.

Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk Dr Joanna Spiteri tikkonfermax il-lista tal-mistednin. Dr
Joanna Spiteri wiegbet li qed tithem li dawn kienu l-istess listi li kienu jintbaghtu
mill-istazzjon u dan dejjem skont kif kien mitlub mid-Direttiva. Dr Maurice Meli stagsa
wkoll jekk qattx kienet oggezzjonat ghal-lista. Dr Joanna Spiteri kkonfermat li kienet
tircievi listi ta’ programmi differenti u l-unika darba 1i esprimiet opinjoni kienet
f’telefonata mal-editur u s-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara fejn imbaghad baghtet imejl fid-29
ta’ Mejju 2024 1i rreferiet ghat-telefonata. Ikkonfermat 1i RTK103 ma kienx qged jistieden
kandidati. Qalet 1i hi kienet ukoll kitbet li I-obbligu tal-bilan¢ u imparzjalita xorta wahda
japplika avolja ma jkunx hemmx kandidati. Spjegat li RTK103 wiegbu li se jkun hemm
firxa wiesgha ta’ opinjonijiet. Tenniet ukoll li ma setghetx tohrog akkuza qabel ghaliex
I-Awtorita dejjem kienet tistenna li jkun ghad fadal 1-ahhar programm fejn wiehed
jikkonforma ruhu.
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Dr Maurice Meli stagsa x’wassal lill-Kap Ezekuttiv sabiex tohrog akkuza. Dr Joanna
Spiteri wiegbet 1i fl-ahhar gimgha tal-kampanja kienet applikat procedura riferita
fil-L.S.350.07, wara li giet formalment rikjesta taghmel dan mill-partit lanjant.

Dr Alessandro Lia staqsa jekk il-proc¢eduri li ged isemmi Dr Maurice Meli humiex dawk
sub-judice quddiem 1-Imhallef Bugeja. Dr Maurice Meli qal li hu jrid ikun jaf xi xpruna
din id-dec¢izjoni. Ghal dan Dr Joanna Spiteri wiegbet 1i l-Awtorita, permezz
tad-Dipartiment tal-Monitoragg, issegwi programmi ta’ kull stazzjon u dak kollu li jkun
qed jigi mxandar. Fil-process I-Awtorita tir¢ievi wkoll lista ta’ mistednin li gieli tinbidel
minhabba c¢-¢irkustanzi tal-grajjiet kurrenti. Qalet li I-Awtorita ma tistenniex li bilan¢
jintlahaq fl-ewwel xandira u ghalhekk jinghata ¢ans twil. Fil-kaz tal-RTK 103 kienet qed
tistenna lista minn Sibt ghal Sibt u spjegat 1i aderenza mad-Direttiva ma tistax tigi stabbilita
fperjodu qasir. Qalet i I-monitoragg isegwi xorta wahda l-programmi u ma jistriehx biss
fuq il-lista ta’ partecipanti li hija rikjesta mid-Direttiva imma jisma’ wkoll il-kontenut
tal-programm per se.

Dr Maurice Meli rega’ stagsa jekk mil-lista ta’ mistiedna li gew ipprovduti tistax
tikkonferma jekk hadd minnhom esprimiex ideat li jhaddnu Imperium Europa. Dr Joanna
Spiteri wiegbet 1i mir-rapporti li ghandha ma jirrizultax 1i kien hemm xi pozizzjoni
politika uffi¢jalment imnedija jew promossa mill-Partit Imperium Europa fuq RTK103.
Ghalhekk Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk I-Awtorita iddeterminatx jekk xi hadd mis-60
mistieden kienx semma fehmiet tal-Imperium Europa u talab li jinghata r-rapporti
tal-monitoring u titla’ tixhed il-persuna li ghamlet il-monitoragg. Insista li ghandu d-dritt
ikun jaf u vverbalizza li:

“In vista tax-xhieda tal-lum, Beacon Media Group Limited formalment titlob dan il-Bord
sabiex jigi prodott rapprezentant tal-imsemmi monitoring board/team bhala xhud sabiex
jixhed fil-proc¢eduri odjerni.”

Ghal dan il-Bord informa lill-istazzjon lanjat kif gej:

“F’dan l-istadju [-Bord qieghed jidderigi lil Beacon Media Group Ltd
sabiex qabel jigi deciz jingiebx rapprezentant tal-monitoring team
sabiex isirulu xi domandi, jizvela l-istess Beacon Media Group Ltd,
min huma dawk il-mistiedna i skont huma esprimew [-istess
opinjonijiet tal-lanjant f’dawn il-proceduri biex b’hekk skont Beacon
issodisfa l-firxa wiesgha ta’ opinjonijiet politici.”

[¢-Chairman fakkar 1i fl-intervent tas-Sur Papagriocopulo, l-istazzjon lanjat gal li jinsab
¢ert i minn dawn is-60 mistieden kien hemm opinjonijiet u fehmiet tal-Partit Imperium
Europa inkluzi.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li jixtieq jara kif il-Kap Ezekuttiv hasset li dan I-ilment kien wiehed
ta’ sustanza. Dwar il-punt imgajjem mi¢-Chairman, qal li huwa pjuttost konvint li fehmiet
minn kull partit politiku kienu mxandra matul is-serje ta’ xandiriet u ¢io¢ matul il-perjodu
tad-Direttiva.
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Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo ghamel intervent iehor u qara parti mill-ittra tal-akkuza
“diskussjonijiet m’esponenti ta’ Imperium Europa”. Semma dak li skontu kien qal Dr
Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, waqt decizjoni precedenti tat-2
ta’ Mejju 2024, fejn esprima li mhux esponenti partikolari li jippretendu li jattendu 1-
programmi jridu jigu mistiedna, izda ghandhom jigu mxandra 1-fehmiet politici tal-partiti
kollha.

I1-Bord aggorna s-smigh ghal jum iehor u ddiskuta r-rikjesti tal-istazzjon lanjat f’laggha
virtwali fit-22 ta’ Lulju 2024. 1I-Bord baghat risposta lill-partijiet fl-istess jum. F’din
ir-risposta 1-Bord irrefera ghad-decizjoni tal-25 ta’ Marzu 2024 (Smigh 3/24 ref.:07/24)
fl-ismijiet PN vs PBS, kif ukoll ghal akkuza kontra 1-PBS ta’ nhar it-12 ta’ Dicembru
2023 (akkuza 15/2023 ref.:65/01). Permezz ta’ din ir-risposta 1-Bord informa li
d-dokumenti interni huma meqjusa privileggjati, li hu ma jippermettix il-prezentata
tar-rapport tat-tim tal-monitoragg, kif ukoll li ged jistenna mill-istazzjon lanjat sabiex
jindika specifikament min mis-60 mistieden imsemmi fil-lista prezentati minnu kien
esprima fehma li tirrapprezenta lill-Partit Imperium Europa. I1-Bord ta lill-istazzjon lanjat
sas-26 ta’ Lulju 2024 sabiex jipprezenta dan u gharraf li s-smigh ta’ nhar il-31 ta’ Lulju
2024 se jkun finali in aderanza ma’ Artikolu 8(2) ta’ Kap.350.

Fid-29 ta’ Lulju 2024, i¢-Chairman tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ir¢ieva ittra bil-posta
datata 25 ta’ Lulju 2024, mibghuta ghan-nom u in rapprezentanza ta’ Beacon Media Group
Ltd, fejn giet mitluba r-rikuza tal-membri kollha tal-Bord kifukoll 1i tigi permessa x-xhieda
ta’ rapprezentant mis-sezzjoni tal-monitoragg.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord irrefera l-istess korrispondenza lill-konsulent legali tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir, Dr Mark Refalo, 1i wiegeb lill-avukat tal-istazzjon lanjat ghal din
il-komunikazzjoni nhar it-30 ta’ Lulju 2024. F’din ir-risposta spjega ghaliex din it-talba
ma setghetx tigi milqugha. IlI-Bord ikkunsidra I-parir moghti lilu u konsegwentement
¢ahad it-talba tal-istazzjon lanjat.

Ghas-smigh tal-31 ta’ Lulju 2024, dehru I-editur is-Sur Matthew Xuereb, is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo attenda wkoll fizikament u s-Sur Charles Sammut ghall-Imperium Europa
attenda virtwalment.

I¢-Chairman spjega li wara l-laggha sar skambju ta’ ittri bejn l-avukati tal-istazzjon lanjat
u I-konsulent legali tal-Awtorita. Qal ukoll 1i I-istazzjon gie avzat li dan is-smigh kien se
jkun wiehed finali.

Dr Maurice Meli kkonferma li 1-istazzjon lanjat lest jikkonkludi dakinhar u li ma hemmx
provi addizzjonali x’jitressqu.

Dr Peter Fenech staqsa dwar id-dokument ipprezentat li dwaru kien intqal li whud mis-60
mistieden kellhom fehma fuq Imperium Europa. Stieden lill-istazzjon jikkonferma liema
minnhom kienu ghamlu dan. Tenna li 1-1igi titkellem fuq “firxa wiesgha”.
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Dr Maurice Meli kkonferma li ma hemm xejn xi jzid ma’ dak li kien ga ressaq u jew spjega
u li se jispjega kollox matul is-sottomissjonijiet. Ghalhekk il-Bord stieden lis-Sur Charles
Sammut iressaq izjed provi izda I-lanjant wiegeb li se jistrieh fuq dak diga sottomess.

Dr Maurice Meli beda billi ghamel referenza ghall-ittra mibghuta lis-Sur Papagiorcopulo
fil-5 ta> Gunju 2024, bl-akkuza. Fiha inghad li kienet inkisret id-Direttiva. Kompla billi
qara minn paragrafu 3(5) tad-Direttiva (pagna 4). Dr Maurice Meli qal 1i 1-allegazzjoni
kienet marbuta mal-programm tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi li matulu kien intgal 1i ma
gietx mistiedna kull opinjoni politika. Kompla li huwa fid-dover ta’ min qed johrog
l-akkuza 1i jipprova I-ksur.

Dwar ix-xhieda Dr Maurice Meli rrefera ghall-Kap Ezekuttiv u ghamel referenza
ghas-sezzjoni tal-monitoragg. Qal li hu dispjacut li 1-Bord ma laqax ir-rikjesta 1i jingieb
membru mill-istess sezzjoni u dan l-ghaliex il-parti lanjata xtaqet tisustanzja dak li giet
notifikata bih mill-Kap Ezekuttiv. Qal li ma jemminx li detto del detto ghandu jservi ta’
prova sabiex tinstab htija kontra Beacon Media Group Ltd.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li l-istazzjon dejjem kien imparzjali u dejjem ta spazju ghal
opinjonijiet wiesgha u li fl-ebda punt Beacon Media Group Ltd ma intenzjonat li tikser
id-Direttiva. Kompla b’referenza ghal 3(2) tad-Direttiva u filwaqt li ac¢enna li l-istazzjon
kien rett fuq l-osservazzjoni tal-obbligi. Irrefera wkoll ghal imejl tal-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-31
ta’ Mejju 2024 u rrimarka li jekk il-Bord isib htija f"Beacon Media Group Ltd, ifisser
ukoll 1i mhux biss ged jigi ¢ensurat l-istazzjon izda sahansitra I-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-istess
Awtorita tax-Xandir li kkonfermat I-istess lista ta’ mistednin bla qatt ma ngibdet
l-attenzjoni dwar xi forma ta’ ksur. Sahaq li 1-Bord ghandu jirrikunsidra l-investigazzjoni
tal-kummenti tas-60 mistieden imsemmija fil-lista pprezentata u rrefera ghall-kumment
ta’ Dr Peter Fenech dwar il-“firxa wiesgha” billi spjega 1i Beacon Media Group Ltd
segwa dak li hemm fid-Direttiva u li allura li kien hemm veduti u opinjonijiet differenti li
jissodisfaw ir-rekwizit ta’ firxa wiesgha. Qal 1i huwa fizikament impossibbli 1i ggib
l-opinjonijiet kollha ghaliex jezistu opinjonijiet dagskemm jezisti ramel, izda peress li
l-opinjonijiet migjuba mill-istazzjon kienu wiesgha, ma jistax wiehed jargumenta li
l-istazzjon ma segwiex 1-obbligi tieghu.

Fl-intervent finali tieghu s-Sur Charles Sammut qal li jista’ jkun minnu li giet
ipprezentata lista ta’ 60 partec¢ipant izda dan ma jfisser xejn. Qal li 1-Prof. Andrew
Azzopardi kien diga sfida 1i mhux se jistieden lill-Partit Imperium Europa. Qal ukoll li
1-Bord qisu ged ikun Qorti Kriminali fejn il-provi jigu pruvati beyond reasonable doubt.
Ikkonkluda li dan ma ghandux ikun il-kaz.

Fis-sottomissjonijiet finali taghha [-Kap Ezekuttiv irreferiet ghall-komunikazzjoni
msemmija mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo fis-smigh precedenti u 1i kienet taghmel
referenza ghal imejl tal-5 ta’ Lulju 2024 tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. I¢¢arat li din kienet qed
tirreferi ghal zewg attachments marbuta mal-jum tas-silenzju u mhux mat-tema riferita
mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo.
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Ikkunsidra

Meta l-partijiet kif ukoll il-Kap Ezekuttiv hallew is-seduta I-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddeciedi
dan I-ilment assistit bl-akkuza wara li ghamel referenza ghall-provi u sottomissjonijiet
imressqa.

I1-Bord iddiskuta jekk “firxa wiesgha” ghandhiex tirreferi ghal kull opinjoni politika u dan
dejjem b’referenza ghal sezzjoni 3(5) tad-Direttiva:

“Huwa l-obbligu ta’ kull stazzjon li programmi li ghandhom x’jagsmu ma’ xi materja ta’
kontroversja politika jew industrijali jew li jirreferu ghall-policy pubblika kurrenti jridu
Jjigu pprezentati b’imparzjalita. Fi programmi ta’ diskussjoni li se jkunu jittrattaw temi li
b’xi mod huma marbuta mal-kunsilli lokali, irid ikun hemm rapprezentazzjoni wiesgha
ta’ opinjonijiet differenti fuq is-suggett ittrattat. L-istess prin¢ipju jghodd ghal programmi
1 jittrattaw 1-Elezzjonijiet tal-Parlament Ewropew.”

[I-Bord iqis 1i minn 60 mistieden kellu jkun hemm numru ta’ veduti li jinkludi I-partiti
politi¢i kollha, i f’din 1-elezzjoni kienu jammontaw ghal biss 6. Dan jghodd ukoll minkejja
li I-mistiedna ma kinux kandidati izda ma jirrizultax li 1-fehmiet jew opinjonijiet tal-partit
lanjant gew ipprezentati fl-istess programm, anke jekk kien hemm mill-inqas 60
mistieden.

Ghalhekk 1qis 1i l-istazzjon lanjat naqas milli jressaq dawk il-provi necessarji sabiex
jipprova li l-ilment imressaq ma kienx wiehed fundat.

Ghall-kuntrarju, jirrizulta li l-istazzjon lanjat meta gie mistieden jindika min minn dawk
il-mistiedna kollha wassal il-fehma politika tal-partit lanjat, fehma wahda minn sitt partiti
biss; ma kienx f’pozizzjoni li jikkonferma u insista li 1-Bord stess kellu jordna
lill-Awtorita tikkonferma hi stess.

Dan ma kellux ghal xiex isir dwar kull aspett tal-politika, ghaliex altrimenti l-oneru fuq
l-istazzjon ikun qawwi. Izda I-Bord huwa konvint li 1-kliem “rapprezentazzjoni wiesgha
ta’ opinjonijiet differenti fuq is-suggett ittrattat” ma setghet qatt twassal ghall-eskluzjoni
ta’ partit wieched minn sitta, partikolarment meta l-mistiedna kienu aktar minn sittin.
L-istazzjon lanjat seta’ facilment jistieden persuna li tirrapprezenta jew twassal 1-opinjoni
tal-Partit Imperium Europa fuq suggett wiehed, mill-ghexieren li gew ittrattati matul
il-programm inkwistjoni.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord ged jilga’ I-ilment assistit bl-akkuza u konsegwentement
jikkundanna lill-istazzjon ihallas is-somma ta’ €4,660, kif stipulat fi Skeda 5 ta’ Kap. 350,
liema somma ghandha tithallas fi Zmien sittin (60) jum mid-data ta’ din id-dec¢izjoni.

[1-Bord gieghed ukoll jordna lill-istazzjon sabiex fi zmien tlett (3) ijiem mid-data ta’ din
id-decizjoni jaqra wkoll dan is-sunt wagqt il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet ta” RTK103.

“ll-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir immultat lill-istazzjon RTK103 multa ta’ Euro 4,660
skont Skeda 5 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir, wara li kkonferma ksur mill-istazzjon tad-Direttiva
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mahruga ghal matul il-kampanja elettorali. Dan peress i matul il-programmi
tal-prezentatur ~ Prof.  Andrew  Azzopardi, fl-ahhar  kampanja  elettorali
tal-Parlament Ewropew gie milqugh ilment tal-Imperium Europa li kien assistit b’akkuza
wara li I-fehma tal-partit ilmenta i ma kienx inkluz fid-diskussjonijiet ta’ dan
il-programm. Ghal din ir-raguni [-Awtorita assistiet I-ilment bl-akkuza.

Wara li sema’ s-sottomissjonijiet u ha konjizzjoni tal-provi mressqa, I-Bord sab ksur ta’

sezzjoni 3(5) tad-Direttiva I-ghaliex qies li fic-Cirkostanzi kellhom jigu rapprezentati
[-veduti politici tal-partit lanjant.”

21 ta> Awwissu 2024

Smigh 9 24/10 24/11 24

Ref.:167/01
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Decizjoni ghal akkuza kontra VIBE FM datata 20 ta’ Settembru 2024 rigward
il-programmi The Drive VIBE li xxandru f’Lulju 2024

[1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellu quddiemu akkuza mressqa kontra VIBE FM dwar
il-programm The Drive VIBE matul Lulju 2024.

[1-Bord skeda s-smigh ghal 5 ta’ Dicembru 2024 fejn ghalih dehru s-Sur Frank Zammit
bhala direttur tal-istazzjon u prezentatur tal-programm The Drive VIBE kif ukoll is-Sur
Andrew Zammit bhala Operations Director.

[I-Kap EzZekuttiv qalet 1i din hija akkuza kontra VIBE FM fuq numru ta’ progammi The
Drive VIBE matul Lulju 2024 fejn instab numru ta’ code-switching u nuqqas ta’ thaddim
tajjeb tal-ilsien Malti u ged jigi akkuzat li qed jikser Paragrafu 3(a) tal-Kodi¢i tal-Ilsien
Malti 1i jghid i ghandu jithares l-ilsien Malti filwaqt li Paragrafu 3(f) tal-Kodi¢i tal-Ilsien
Malti jittratta 1-kontenut. I1-Bord ikkonferma li din hija akkuza fuq medda ta’ xahar.

Is-Sur Frank Zammit irrefera ghar-reklam tal-Eduline li kien wiehed mill-istanzi imsemmi
fir-rapport u wiegeb 1i dan huwa reklam bl-Ingliz 1i huwa fid-direzzjoni ta’ dak imsejjah
‘tal-pepe’. Qal li huwa reklam tal-‘Eduline’ fejn hemm karattru jitkellem bil-pepe u
l-code-switching huwa intenzjonat b’mod umoristiku. Qal ukoll li I-prezentaturi u
I-gurnalisti mhumiex imhegga jitkellmu hekk. Is-Sur Frank Zammit offra li jipprezenta
r-reklam madankollu I-Bord infurmah 1i ghandu traskrizzjoni tal-istess.

Mistogsi jitkellem dwar il-kontenut l-iehor is-Sur Frank Zammit i¢c¢ara li 1-istazzjon
jaghmel kontroll frekwenti inkluz il-mod ta’ kif jitkellmu I-preZzentaturi on-air li ghandhom
jinstemghu b’mod naturali. Qal li meta jkun hemm uzu Zejjed tal-Ingliz mill-prezentaturi,
dawn jigu mitkellma. Kompla li wiehed irid iZomm f’mohhu l-udjenza li jkollu l-istazzjon
1i hija bejn 1-20 u t-tletinijiet. Ghalhekk qal li I-kontenut ikun indirizzat izjed lejhom.

Is-Sur Frank Zammit qal ukoll li gatt ma ngibdet l-attenzjoni tal-istazzjon dwar dan
in-nuqqas. Is-Sur Andrew Zammit qal li l-impjegati z-Zghar tal-istazzjon ghandhom
diffikultajiet bil-lessiku Malti ghax hija l-kultura li nies tal-eta taghhom qed jittrabbew
fiha. II-Bord semma diversi ezempji fejn l-istazzjon seta’ kien izjed kawt. Is-Sinjuri
Zammit irrikonoxxew li tezisti problema reali. II-Bord gibed ukoll l-attenzjoni dwar
id- djalett Malti u ta diversi ezempyji.

Is-Sur Andrew Zammit spjega li wara li l-istazzjon ir¢ieva din l-akkuza laqqa’
l-prezentaturi u spjegalhom li minkejja 1i n-nies tat-triq jitkellmu b’certu mod,
il-prezentaturi ghandhom ikollhom gharfien ahjar tal-Malti. Is-Sinjuri Zammit sahqu li
jammettu li kien hemm lok ta’ titjib u fissru I-pozizzjoni taghhom.
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Meta r-rapprezentanti tal-istazzjon u 1-Kap Ezekuttiv allontanaw, il-Bord iddiskuta
l-akkuza u kkunsidra wkoll il-fatt 1i kien hemm ammissjoni mill-istess rapprezentanti
tal-istazzjon. Filwaqt 1i ged isib l-istazzjon hati tal-akkuzi migjuba kontrih, qieghed
iwiddbu sabiex jaccerta b’izjed reqqa sabiex dawn il-lezjonijiet ma jsirux.

Smigh 17 24
Ref.: 56/12

7 ta’ Dicembru 2024
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Decizjoni ghall-akkuza mressqa mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kontra Net
TV rigward ksur tad-Direttiva dwar mistednin fil-programmi ta’ diskussjoni u grajjiet
kurrenti.

Permezz ta’ ittra mibghuta lill-istazzjon mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Dr
Joanna Spiteri, datata 29 ta’ Mejju 2024, saret referenza ghat-trazmissjonijiet ta’ Net TV ta’
bejn it-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 u t-28 ta’ Mejju 2024 fejn matul il-perjodu deher kandidat wiehed
biss li ser jikkontesta fisem il-Partit Laburista l-elezzjonijiet tat-8 ta’ Gunju 2024. Dan
f’dibattitu bejn is-Sur David Agius f’isem il-Partit Nazzjonalista u s-Sur Steve Ellul fisem
il-Partit Laburista.

I1-Kap Ezekuttiv qalet li n-nuqqas ta’ rapprezentazzjoni ta’ fehmiet politi¢ci minn partiti li se
jikkandidaw ghal dawn l-elezzjonijiet u/jew kandidati ta’ dawn l-elezzjonijiet qed jikser
Paragrafu 3(5) tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar Programmar u Reklami Mxandra
fuq Radju u Televizjoni matul il-perjodu tad-29 t’April u t-8 ta’ Gunju 2024 u minkejja li
l-istazzjon ingibditlu l-attenzjoni permezz ta’ email datata 1-Gimgha 24 ta’ Mejju 2024 u
kien diga wkoll imwissi biex id-Direttiva tkun imharsa dwar din il-materja.

F’seduta ta’ smigh li nzammet fil-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, li ghalih attenda Dr Michael Piccinino
fisem Media Link Communications Limited, il-Bord sema’ s-sottomissjonijiet tal-Kap
Ezekuttiv u ta’ Dr Michael Piccinino.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li mhux jigi kkontestat dan il-fatt. Qal li huma kkomunikaw
mal-Partit Laburista dwar id-dibattiti. II-Partit Laburista ma accettax id-dibattiti hlief f’dak
il-programm li attenda Dr Daniel Attard u dan peress li 1-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi kien se
jistieden lilhom fuq RTK 103 izda din id-diskussjoni ma saritx. Ghalhekk NET ha
l-okkazjoni li jorganizza d-dibattitu hu.

Wara li Dr Michael Piccinino u Dr Joanna Spiteri hallew is-seduta, il-Bord ha konjizzjoni ta’
dak imressaq. I1-Bord sab li ladarba I-ksur kien sar, ma kienx hemm triq ohra ghajr 1i jimmulta
lill-istazzjon €4,190 skont Skeda 5 tal-Kap. 350 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir u dan l-ammont
ghandu jithallas sa 60 gurnata mid-data ta’ din id-dec¢izjoni.

I1-Bord qged jordna wkoll il-qari tas-sunt kif gej:

“Wagqt seduta ta’ smigh li saret fil-31 ta’ Mejju, I-Awtorita sabet lil Net TV hati ta’ ksur
tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita ghal matul il-kampanja elettorali. Dan minhabba li
fil-programmi ta’ diskussjoni u grajjiet kurrenti, l-istazzjon ma stedinx mistiedna ta’ fehmiet
politici differenti u li se jikkandidaw ruhhom ghal dawn l-elezzjonijiet. Ghaldagstant
[-Awtorita mmultat lil dan l-istazzjon is-somma €4,190.”

Dan is-sunt ghandu jingara fil-bullettin tad-data tad-decizjoni.
Minbarra dan is-sunt 1-Awtorita permezz ta’ Paragrafu 10 tal-istess Direttiva li jitlob it-tharis

ta’ bilan¢ u imparzjalita ordnat lil Net TV biex fil-hin indikat f’dan il-paragrafu tad-Direttiva,
taghti spazju xieraq lill-fehmiet differenti fit-tielet jum qabel l-elezzjoni bejn is-7pm u 1-11pm,
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liema hin jista’ ma jec¢cedix 1-ghoxrin minuta. Il-partiti li thallew barra mill-istazzjon se jkunu
mistiedna jibaghtu materjal registrat lill-Awtorita sa mhux izjed tard mis-19:00 tal-lum
sabiex dan jigi approvat u mibghut lill-istazzjon ghax-xandira. Jirrizulta 1i hemm 4 partiti 1i
ma gewx mistiedna minn Net TV li huma ABBA, ADPD, Imperium Europa u Volt.
Ghaldagstant kull partit se jkun mistieden jissottometti registrazzjoni ta’ mhux izjed minn 5
minuti '] wahda.

5 ta’ Gunju 2024
Smigh 08/2024 Numru 5
Ref: 64/01/6
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Decizjoni ghall-akkuza mressqa mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kontra Net
TV rigward spots tal-Gvern Lokali li xxandru fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 bi ksur tad-Direttiva
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir

Permezz ta’ ittra mibghuta lill-istazzjon mill-Kap EzZekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Dr
Joanna Spiteri, datata 23 ta’ Mejju 2024, saret referenza ghat-trazmissjoni ta’ Net TV ta’
nhar is-Sibt 18 ta’ Mejju 2024 1i matulha gew innutati mill-inqas erba’ spots li jiffurmaw parti
minn kampanja bit-tema Kunsilli Lokali Vi¢in in-Nies — Gvern Lokali. Dawn l-ispots
ixxandru bi ksur ta’ Paragrafu 3(4) tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar Programmar u
Reklami Mxandra fuq Radju u Televizjoni matul il-perjodi tad-29 t’April sat-8 ta’ Gunju
2024 u minkejja li l-istazzjon ingibditlu l-attenzjoni permezz ta’ email datata 1-Gimgha 17
ta’ Mejju 2024.

L-istazzjon ghazel 1i jikkontesta lI-akkuza u ghas-smigh tal-31 ta’ Mejju 2024 deher Dr
Michael Piccinino f’isem Media Link Communications Limited.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li I-akkuza hija 1i Net TV xandru spots favur il-Gvern. Ikkonferma
li I-email ircevewha fis-17 ta’ Mejju 2024 u kien minnu li fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 xxandar spot
li kumbinazzjoni kien favur il-Gvern u dan ghax kienet ghadha ma nqratx l-email. Qal li
naturalment ma kinitx l-intenzjoni tal-istazzjon li jixxandar dan wara li kienet ingibditlu
l-attenzjoni, spe¢jalment meta kien reklam tal-Gvern. Spjega li ma kien hemm ebda intenzjoni
li tigi sfidata 1-Awtorita.

Wara li Dr Michael Piccinino u Dr Joanna Spiteri hallew is-seduta 1-Bord ha konjizzjoni ta’
din l-akkuza u ghadda sabiex jiddiskutiha. I1-Bord sab li I-ksur kien tassew sar u hass li ma
kellux triq ohra ghajr 1i jimmulta lill-istazzjon €4,660 skont Skeda 5 tal-Kap. 350 tal-Att
dwar ix-Xandir u din il-multa ghandha tithallas sa 60 gurnata mid-data ta’ din id-decizjoni.

I1-Bord ged jordna wkoll il-qari tas-sunt kif gej:

“F’seduta li nzammet fil-31 ta‘ Mejju, I-Awtorita tax-Xandir sabet lil Net Television hati ta’
ksur tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita waqt dan il-perjodu ta’ kampanja elettorali. Dan minhabba
li l-istazzjon xandar reklamar tal-kampanja tal-Gvern Lokali, liema reklami kienu ta’ natura
politika u li jmorru kontra l-istess Direttiva tal-Awtorita. Ghaldagstant [-Awtorita mmultat
lil dan l-istazzjon €4,660 skont Skeda Hamsa tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir.”

Dan is-sunt ghandu jinqara fil-bullettin tad-data tad-decizjoni.

5 ta’ Gunju 2024
Smigh 08/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 64/01/6
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Decizjoni ghal akkuza datata 2 ta’ Lulju kontra Net TV dwar ksur tad-Direttiva rigward
qari ta’ sunt u filmati li ma xxandrux wara decizjoni tal-Awtorita

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha akkuza mill-Kap Ezekuttiv fil-konfront ta’ Net TV datata 2 ta’
Lulju 2024 u dan wara li l-istazzjon naqas milli jaderixxi ma’ decizjoni mehuda fil-konfront
tieghu stess wara li dan kiser id-Direttiva tal-Awtorita. Is-seduta ta’ smigh inzammet fit-18 ta’
Lulju 2024 u prezenti ghas-seduti dehru s-Sur Karl Gouder, Chief Operations Officer ta’
Medialink Communications Ltd, u Dr Michael Piccinino bhala rapprezentant legali
tal-istazzjon u Segretarju Generali tal-Partit Nazzjonalista.

[I-Kap Ezekuttiv qalet li wara li l-istazzjon kiser id-Direttiva minhabba 1i ma stedinx
rapprezentanza ta’ veduti politici differenti, 1-Awtorita kienet hadet decizjoni u talbet
lill-istazzjon jaqra sunt tad-decizjoni imma wkoll biex jaderixxi ma’ Paragrafu 10 tal-istess
Direttiva u jxandar il-filmat 1i jintbaghtu mill-partiti politi¢i fi spazju ta’ hin specifiku fis-6 ta’
Gunju bejn is-7pm u I-11pm. Qalet li minhabba li lanqas dawn ma xxandru, nharget din
l-akkuza. Ikkonkludiet li n-nuqqas tal-qari tas-sunti u tax-xandiriet gew ittrattati fl-insjem.

Dr Michael Piccinino, rapprezentant tal-istazzjon u Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, stagsa jekk il-materjal kienx intbaghat fis-19:17 wara l-business day,
(b’referenza ghall-interpretation act) meta hadd ma kien ged jara l-emails. Qal li meta giet
moqrija l-email kien ghadda I-perjodu ta’ zmien li wiehed seta’ jxandar dan il-kontenut. Qal
ukoll 1i ma jippretendi lil hadd li jkun ged jara l-emails f’certi hinijiet.

Dr Joanna Spiteri qalet li l-interpretation act mhix riferita fid-Direttiva.

Dwar il-gari ta’ sunti Dr Michael Piccinino u s-Sur Karl Gouder irregistraw ammissjoni dwar
dawn il-punti.

Meta l-partijiet u 1-Kap Ezekuttiv hallew is-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddiskuti din
l-akkuza.

Fid-dawl ta’ ammissjoni I-Bord irrefera ghal Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350 dwar ksur ta’ Artikolu 15 u
qed jimmulta lill-istazzjon is-somma ta’ €4,660 1i ghandha tithallas fi zmien 60 jum mid-data
ta’ din id-decizjoni.

[I-Bord ged jidderiegi lill-istazzjon jaqra sunt ta’ din id-de¢izjoni matul il-bullettin
tal-ahbarijiet fi zmien 48 siegha minn din id-dec¢izjoni.

2 ta’ Awwissu 2024
Smigh 10/2024 Numru 5
Ref: 64/01
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Dec¢izjoni dwar akkuza mahruga kontra ONE dwar il-programm Kalamita tal-21 ta’
Novembru 2023

Din l-akkuza tressqet quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir wara li l-istazzjon ghazel li
jikkontesta akkuza mahruga kontrih dwar il-programm Kalamita ta’ nhar il-21 ta’ Novembru.
Dr Joanna Spiteri, Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, ibbazat 1-akkuza fuq prominenza
mhux dovuta ta’ prodotti kummer¢jali.

L-istazzjon ghazel 1i jikkontesta din 1-akkuza u attenda ghas-smigh organizzat nhar il-11 ta’
Jannar 2024. Ghall-istazzjon dehru ¢-Chairperson Ruth Vella u l-producer tal-programm
Kalamita s-Sur Ivan Baldacchino.

Matul is-smigh il-Kap Ezekuttiv tat sfond ta’ din 1-akkuza u semmiet li I-programm kien ged
jigi segwit mid-Dipartiment tal-Monitoragg. Qalet li dan il-programm jista’ jkollu product
placement u l-akkuza qieghda fil-fatt minhabba prominenza mhux dovuta ta’ product
placement. Qalet li din 1-akkuza saret minhabba li ghal hin twil dehru l-inkwadraturi ta’ ditti
u allura nkiser Art.16M(3)(d) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir. Qalet li anke fil-kummenti
tal-prezentaturi saru referenzi diretti ghall-Pro Milk tal-Benna u fuq is-sett dehru I-kartun
tal-Benna kontinwament waqt numru ta’ rkejjen fil-programm. Ghaldagstant fl-assjem jinhass
li 1-framing, l-exposure, u r-referenzi tad-ditti tal-prodotti kkontribwixxew ghal ksur ta’ dan
1-Artiklu.

Is-Sur Ivan Baldacchino wiegeb li 1-kumpanija ma fehmitx il-kuncett ta’ prominenza mhux
dovuta ghaliex dak li sar is-sena l-ohra kien ged jerga’ jsir din is-sena u li infatti minn 5
pakketti tal-prodotti tal-Benna kienu qed jidhru 2 pakketti biss. Kompla li ezatt wara li
nharget l-akkuza, il-produzzjoni ddecidiet tnehhi kull placement. Semma li l-ispejjez
tax-xandir wara kollox iridu jigu minn xi mkien izda li fl-istess jum hu ha azzjoni immedjata.
Is-Sur Baldacchino tenna li I-produzzjoni ta’ Kalamita ssir b’reqqa biex ma jkunx hemm
nuqqasijiet fir-rigward tal-legizlazzjoni. Kompla li dan in-nuqqas sar bi zvista.

[1-Kap Ezekuttiv irribattiet billi tat ezempju li jfichem id-distinzjoni bejn product placement
legittimu u undue exposure. Semmiet ukoll il-placing u li altru jidher waqt intervista shiha u
jidhru l-prodotti kollha fi frigg kif fil-fatt deher f’dan il-programm, anke jekk il-frigg hija ’1
barra mill-kuntest u altru 1-prodott ikun ged jintuza waqt il-programm.

II-Bord ghadda sabiex jikkunsidra din l-akkuza u innota li kien minnu li l-istazzjon ghamel
sforz sabiex jaderixxi mal-ligi billi ha azzjoni u gew eliminati l-prodotti kollha. Madankollu
1-Bord kostrett jikkunsidra l-materjal imxandar u fuq dawn il-linji sab 1i l-kontenut
tax-xandira kien tassew johloq prominenza mhux dovuta. Ghalhekk iddecieda billi sab
lill-istazzjon hati fuq din l-akkuza u qed jordna I-hlas ta’ €2,330 skont Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350.
L-Awtorita ged titlob li I-penali tigi mhallsa sa 60 jum minn mindu harget din id-de¢izjoni.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 8
Ref: 63/01
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Decizjoni dwar akkuza mahruga kontra ONE dwar il-programmi Taste & Travel
tal-15, it-22 u d-29 ta’ Ottubru 2023

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha akkuza kontra ONE rigward il-programmi Taste and Travel li
xxandru fil-15, it-22 u d-29 ta’ Ottubru 2023, liema akkuza kienet indirizzata lill-istazzjon
fit-28 ta’ Novembru 2023 u li kienet tittratta reklamar b’habi.

Matul is-smigh il-Kap Ezekuttiv irreferiet ghal dan il-programm li fih ixxandar reklam ta’ SMS
Mondial, socjeta li kienet ukoll sponsor tal-programm. Filwagqt 1i fl-isponsor kien hemm biss
referenza ghal SMS Mondial, il-pop-ups tal-SMS Mondial illi telghu waqt il-programm kienu
specifici ghal giti f"Zanzibar. Qalet ukoll 1i wahda mill-istess pop ups intweriet waqt li
l-prezentatri¢i ghamlet ukoll kummenti dwar dan bhal “tour sabih” u kummenti ohra li jmorru
kontra Art. 16K(1)(a) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir fuq reklam b’habi.

Ghall-istazzjon ONE dehru s-Sinjura Ruth Vella, Chairperson, kif ukoll il-prezentatrici
tal-istess programm is-Sinjura Claire Agius Ordway waqt seduta ta’ smigh li saret fil-11 ta’
Jannar 2024.

Is-Sinjura Ruth Vella ammettiet i sar zball bix-xandir tal-pop up izda qalet li I-kontenut ma
kellu x’jagsam xejn ma’ dak li attwalment kien ged jigi offrut mill-SMS Mondial. Is-Sinjura
Claire Agius Ordway segwiet l-argument u ammettiet li 1-pop ups intwerew izda dawn saru
fil-fazi ta’ post production.

Is-Sinjura Agius Ordway qalet li kienet zaret il-post u tassew kien wiehed sabih, izda kompliet
li dawn il-giti mhumiex organizzati minn SMS Mondial u kkonfermat li 1-pop-up kien zball.
Temmet li bl-ebda mod ma saru kummenti biex issir promozzjoni ghaliex dawn il-giti qatt ma
kienu gew organizzati.

I1-Bord ghadda biex jikkunsidra din l-akkuza u innota li r-rapprezentanti tal-istazzjon gablu li
sar ksur. II-Bord innota wkoll li dan il-pop-up holoq ksur ta’ Art.16K(1)(a) u laga’ din 1-akkuza
li ggorr maghha penali ta’ €2,330 skont Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350. Din il-penali ghandha tithallas sa
60 jum mid-data tad-dec¢izjoni.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 7
Ref: 63/01
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Decizjoni ghall-akkuza mressqa mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kontra ONE
TV rigward ksur tad-Direttiva dwar mistednin fil-programmi ta’ diskussjoni u grajjiet
Kkurrenti

Permezz ta’ ittra mibghuta lill-istazzjon mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Dr
Joanna Spiteri, datata 29 ta’ Mejju 2024, saret referenza ghat-trazmissjonijiet ta” ONE TV ta’
bejn it-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 u t-28 ta’ Mejju 2024 fejn matul il-perjodu deher kandidat wiehed
biss li mhuwiex ser jikkontesta fisem il-Partit Laburista I-elezzjonijiet tat-8 ta’ Gunju 2024.
Dan f’dibattitu bejn is-Sur David Agius f’isem il-Partit Nazzjonalista u s-Sur Steve Ellul
f’isem il-Partit Laburista.

I1-Kap Ezekuttiv qgalet li n-nuqqas ta’ rapprezentazzjoni ta’ fehmiet politi¢ci minn partiti li se
jikkandidaw ghal dawn l-elezzjonijiet u/jew kandidati ged jikser Paragrafu 3(5) tad-Direttiva
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar Programmar u Reklami Mxandra fuq Radju u Televizjoni
matul il-perjodu tad-29 t’April u t-8 ta’ Gunju 2024 u minkejja li l-istazzjon ingibditlu
l-attenzjoni permezz ta’ email datata 1-Gimgha 24 ta’ Mejju 2024 u kien diga wkoll imwissi
biex id-Direttiva tkun imharsa.

Nhar il-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, cio¢ fid-data li l-istazzjon ghajjat is-smigh, is-Sinjura Ruth Vella
wiegbet fisem ONE Productions Limited permezz ta’ email dakinhar stess u rregistrat
ammissjoni.

Wara li ha konjizzjoni ta’ dan, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddiskuti din 1-akkuza u sab li ladarba
l-ksur kien sar, ma kienx hemm triq ohra ghajr li jimmulta lill-istazzjon €4,190 skont Skeda
5 tal-Kap. 350 tal-Att Dwar ix-Xandir u dan l-ammont ghandu jithallas sa 60 gurnata
mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

[I-Bord ged jordna wkoll il-qari tas-sunt kif gej:

“Wagqt seduta ta’ smigh li saret fil-31 ta’ Mejju, I-Awtorita rat li l-istazzjon ONE TV
ipprezenta amissjoni li kiser id-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita ghal matul il-kampanja
elettorali. Dan minhabba li fil-programmi ta’ diskussjoni u grajjiet kurrenti, l-istazzjon ma
stedinx mistiedna ta’ fehmiet politici differenti u li se jikkandidaw ruhhom ghal dawn
l-elezzjonijiet. Ghaldagstant I-Awtorita mmultat lil dan l-istazzjon is-somma ta’ €4,190.”

Minbarra dan is-sunt 1-Awtorita permezz ta’ Paragrafu 10 tal-istess Direttiva li jitlob it-tharis
ta’ bilan¢ u imparzjalita ordnat lil ONE TV biex fil-hin indikat f’dan il-paragrafu
tad-Direttiva, taghti spazju xieraq lill-fehmiet differenti fit-tielet jum gabel 1-elezzjoni bejn
is-7pm u I-11pm, liema hin jista’ ma jec¢edix I-ghoxrin minuta.
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[l-partiti 1i thallew barra mill-istazzjon se jkunu mistiedna jibaghtu materjal registrat
lill-Awtorita sa mhux izjed tard mis-19:00 tal-lum sabiex dan jigi approvat u mibghut
lill-istazzjon ghax-xandira. Jirrizulta 1i hemm 4 partiti i ma gewx mistiedna minn ONE TV i
huma ABBA, ADPD, Imperium Europa u Volt. Ghaldagstant kull partit se jkun mistieden
jissottometti registrazzjoni ta’ mhux izjed minn 5 minuti ’l wahda.

5 ta’ Gunju 2024
Smigh 08/2024 Numru 7
Ref: 63/01/9
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De¢izjoni ghall-akkuza mressqa mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kontra ONE
TV rigward spots li xxandru fit-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 bi ksur tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir

Permezz ta’ ittra mibghuta lill-istazzjon mill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Dr
Joanna Spiteri, datata 23 ta’ Mejju 2024, saret referenza ghat-trazmissjoni ta’ ONE TV ta’
nhar is-Sibt 18 ta” Mejju 2024 li matulha gew innutati xi spots li jiffurmaw parti minn
kampanja bit-tema Kunsilli Lokali Vi¢in in-Nies — Gvern Lokali. Dawn l-ispots ixxandru bi
ksur ta’ Paragrafu 3(4) tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar Programmar u Reklami
Mxandra fuq Radju u Televizjoni matul il-perjodu tad-29 t’April sat-8 ta’ Gunju 2024 u
minkejja li I-istazzjon ingibditlu l-attenzjoni permezz ta’ email datata I-Gimgha 17 ta’ Mejju
2024.

Nhar il-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, is-Sinjura Ruth Vella wiegbet ghan-nom ta’ ONE Productions
Limited u ghal email li 1-Bord baghat sabiex jinnotifika l-istess stazzjon dwar is-smigh
organizzat b’mod urgenti fl-istess jum. Wiegbet 1i l-istazzjon ma kienx irCieva
l-komunikazzjoni datata 23 ta’ Mejju, liema komunikazzjoni ntbaghtet permezz ta’ email u
permezz ta’ ittra postali.

Ghaldagstant, filwaqt li f’komunikazzjoni separata datata 30 ta’ Mejju 2024 1-istazzjon kien
infurmat dwar is-seduta tal-ghada 31 ta’ Mejju 2024, ma deher ebda rapprezentant ghal ONE
Productions Limited.

Wara 1i Dr Joanna Spiteri halliet is-seduta, 1-Bord ha konjizzjoni tal-fatti u sab li ladarba
l-ksur kien minnu, ma kienx hemm triq ohra ghajr li jimmulta lill-istazzjon €4,190 skont
Skeda 5 tal-Kap. 350 tal-Att Dwar ix-Xandir u dan l-ammont ghandu jithallas sa 60 jum
mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

[I-Bord ged jordna wkoll il-qari tas-sunt kif gej:

“F’seduta li nZammet fil-31 ta‘* Mejju, I-Awtorita tax-Xandir sabet lil ONE TV hati ta’ ksur
tad-Direttiva tal-Awtorita waqt dan il-perjodu ta’ kampanja elettorali. Dan minhabba li
l-istazzjon xandar reklamar tal-kampanja tal-Gvern Lokali, liema reklami kienu ta’ natura
politika u li jmorru kontra l-istess Direttiva tal-Awtorita. Ghaldagstant [-Awtorita mmultat
lil dan l-istazzjon €4,190 skont Skeda Hamsa tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir.”

Dan is-sunt ghandu jingara matul il-bullettin tad-data tad-decizjoni.

5 ta’ Gunju 2024
Smigh 08/2024 Numru 6
Ref> 63/01/9




ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) u assistit mill-akkuza, dwar Sound on Tape fir-rappurtagg
tad-dibattitu tal-Parlament matul I-ahbarijiet ta’ nhar id-19 ta’ Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra 1-PBS u assistit mill-akkuza
dwar Sound on Tape fir-rappurtagg tad-dibattitu tal-Parlament matul 1-ahbarijiet ta’ nhar
id-19 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru l-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Mark Vassallo rregistra ammissjoni ghall-ilment assistit mill-akkuza u spjega li kien sar
zball li l-istazzjon kien irrettifika.

L-ilment u l-akkuza kienu jittrattaw in-nuqqgas ta’ voice clip tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni Dr
Bernard Grech waqt id-dibattitu Parlamentari li kien jittratta t-twaqqif ta’ Awtorita gdida
dwar il-klima. Filwaqt 1i fl-ahbarijiet tal-14 ta’ Frar ingiebet voice clip tal-Prim Ministru
dwar dibattitu Parlamentari li ttratta l-istess tema, ma garax l-istess fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet
tad-19 ta’ Frar fir-rigward tar-rappurtagg tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni. Ghaldagstant kien hemm
ksur ta’ Artiklu 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir imsahha bil-L.S. 350.14 Tagsima 4.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord ged jimmulta lix-xandar pubbliku s-somma ta’ €930 skont skema 5 ta’
Kap.350 filwagqt li jordna l-qari ta’ dan is-sunt:

“ll-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir investiga ilment assistit b’akkuza fir-rigward tal-ahbarijiet
tad-19 ta’ Frar 2024 li ttratta d-diskors tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni fil-Parlament dwar it-twaqqif
tal-Awtorita tal-Klima, izda ma ttehditx silta mid-diskors kif sehh fil-bullettin tal-14 ta’ Frar
2024 meta gie rrappurtat u ttiehdet silta mid-diskors tal-Prim Ministru. Ghaldagstant il-Bord
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab il-PBS hati dwar nugqas ta’ imparzjalita bejn il-partiti politici.
Ghalhekk, apparti [-multa, l-istazzjon pubbliku gie ordnat jagra dan is-sunt."”

5 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 14
Ref: 18/24
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Decizjoni ghal erba’ akkuzi kontra 1-PBS Ltd rigward xandir ta’ budget spots waqt
trazmissjonijiet fuq TVM u TVM+ bejn is-27 ta’ Ottubru 2024 u t-3 ta’ Novembru
2024

o Akkuza 1 datata 28 ta’ Ottubru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni fuq TVM tas-27 ta’
Ottubru 2024 meta ntwera reklam bit-tema tal-Bagit 2024 u ksur ta’ Artiklu 13
(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir

o Akkuza 2 datata 30 ta’ Ottubru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni fuq TVM u TVM+
tat-28 u tad-29 ta’ Ottubru 2024 meta ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025 u
ksur ta’ Artiklu 13 (2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir

o Akkuza 3 datata 6 ta’ Novembru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni ta’ TVM u TVM+
tal-1 ta’ Novembru 2024 meta ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025 u ksur
ta’ Artiklu 15 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir

o Akkuza 4 datata 6 ta’ Novembru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni ta’ TVM tat-3 ta’
Novembru 2024 meta ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025 u ksur ta’ Artiklu
15 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir

[I-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellu erba’ akkuzi mressqa kontra I-PBS Ltd dwar
reklami bit-tema tal-Bagit 2025 1i ntwerew fuq l-istazzjonijiet imsemmija hawn fuq
f’jiem differenti matul Ottubru u Novembru 2024.

[I-Bord skeda s-smigh tal-ewwel zewg akkuzi fit-30 t’Ottubru 2024 fejn hames minuti
gabel is-smigh il-Bord ir¢ieva komunikat mir-rapprezentanti legali tal-PBS Ltd 1i kien
ged jinforma lill-Bord li minhabba l-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni 1li ntlaga’ provizorjament
mill-Qorti, kien ged jintalab differiment ghaliex skont huma, il-Bord ma setax jisma’
l-ilmenti u l-akkuzi minhabba I-possibbilta ta’ lezjoni ta’ dritt fundamentali protett
mill-Artiklu 6 tal-Konvenzjoni Ewropea ghad-Drittijiet tal-Bniedem.

Is-smigh ta’ dawn l-akkuzi kif ukoll t’akkuzi 3 u 4 kien skedat ghat-18 ta’ Novembru 2024,
madankollu 1-Bord rega’ ddiferixxa s-smigh minhabba 1li Iment precedenti li nstema’
dakinhar e¢¢eda I-hin allokat. Ghalhekk organizza s-smigh ghall-20 ta’ Novembru 2024 li
matulu l-ilment rega e¢ceda 1-hin allokat. II-Bord organizza smigh iehor ghall-5 ta’
Dicembru 2024 li gie differit ghall-11 ta’ Dicembru 2024 peress li I-Ing. Charles Dalli
(Editur tal-PBS Ltd) ma setax jattendi.

Ghas-smigh dehru I-Ing. Charles Dalli u I-Kap Ezekuttiv is-Sur Keith Chetcuti. Dr Mark
Vassallo, rapprezentant legali tal-PBS, inghaqad b’mod virtwali. Matul is-smigh tal-11 ta’
Dicembru gie magbul 1i 1-akkuzi jigu mismugha flimkien.
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[1-Kap Ezekuttiv ressqet I-ewwel akkuza li kienet datata 28 ta’ Ottubru u spjegat 1i din hija
dwar spot relatat mal-Bagit, deskritt bhala pre budget spot, liema spot kien imxandar
il-Hadd 27 t’Ottubru 2024, cio¢ lejlet il-Bagit 2025. Matul din it-trazmissjoni ixxandar
ghal diversi istanzi dan l-ispot ta’ qabel il-Bagit u kien ged jirreklama t-tema tal-Bagit.
Qalet li dan l-ispot kien jikser Artiklu 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir ghax inhass li kien
spot li jirrikjedi bilan¢ ghalih. Qalet li dan l-ispot gie trazmess fuq TVM 6 darbiet ftemp
ta’ saghtejn u nofs ta’ trazmissjoni bl-ewwel wiehed gabel 1-ahbarijiet tat-20:00. Dan
l-ispot kien qed jittratta t-tagline tal-Bagit u fl-ahhar tieghu, ghal madwar 30 sekonda deher
il-Prim Ministru jghaddi I-kummenti tieghu.

Hekk kif il-Kap Ezekuttiv kienet se tittratta t-tieni akkuza fil-konfront tal-PBS rigward
xandir ta’ spots relatati mal-Bagit, Dr Mark Vassallo, rapprezentant legali ghall-PBS,
ikkummenta li kien ged jagbel 11 1-akkuzi jigu ttrattati flimkien ghaliex kienu dwar tema
wahda u li wara l-ispot tal-pre budget kien hemm ukoll xandir ta’ spots ohra. Qal li
l-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni mressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista, kien qed jinibixxi dak I-ispot
partikolari (pre-budget spot). Qal 1i dawn l-ispots kienu jaghmlu parti mill-PSAs li I-Gvern
kien intitolat li jitlob lill-PBS biex ixandar bhalma dejjem gara fi snin precedenti. Dr Mark
Vassallo spjega li I-PBS ghandu jxandar spots dwar il-Bagit ghax hemm irbit kuntrattwali
u jezisti wkoll obbligu li jwassal informazzjoni lill-pubbliku u qal 1i dawn ma gewx
prodotti mill-PBS. Qal 1i d-differenza bejn 1-ewwel spot u l-ohrajn hi li 1-ewwel wiehed
ixxandar qabel l-avveniment, li huwa 1-Bagit. Qal ukoll 1i fl-ewwel spot kien hemm
vizwal tal-Prim Ministru mentri fl-ohrajn kien hemm biss lehnu. Qal li 1-Qorti inibiet
1ill-PBS milli xxandar dan I-ispot partikolari. Qal fil-fatt, dwar din I-akkuza qal 1i I-ahhar
darba li xxandar kien qabel gie notifikat ix-xandar bil-mandat. II-PBS qabel li 1-akkuzi
jingabru ghaliex is-sottomissjonijiet taghhom huma Il-istess. Dr Vassallo rega’ qal li
jixtieq jindirizza l-erba' akkuzi f"daqqa.

Ghaldagstant il-Kap Ezekuttiv rreferiet ghat-tieni akkuza (akkuza 2) datata 30 ta’ Ottubru
2024, u qalet li l-ispot ta’ qabel il-Bagit rega’ xxandar fit-trazmissjoni tat-28 t’Ottubru
2024, qabel bdiet ix-xandira specjali tal-Bagit. Spjegat li fl-istess akkuza kien hemm ukoll
akkuza ghat-trazmissjoni tad-29 ta’ Ottubru dwar xandir ta’ Budget Spot 2 (Ta’ Qali —
outdoors) li xxandar ghal diversi stanzi. Wagqt is-sottomissjoni taghha, kompliet li sa fejn
taf hi l-mandat ma kienx jinibixxi spot partikolari izda spots relatati mal-Bagit.

Hawnhekk Dr Mark Vassallo minnufih ikkummenta u qal 1i jittama 1i din hija biss
l-opinjoni tal-Kap Ezekuttiv u qal 1i din hija ta’ pregudizzju ghall-PBS u jekk din hija
l-opinjoni tal-Awtorita se jieqaf hawn. Huwa vverbalizza hekk:

Dr Mark Vassallo, ghall-PBS, jiddikjara illi tenut kont tal-kummenti illi ghaddiet
il-Kap EzZekuttiv, liema kummenti jistghu jkunu ta’ pregudizzju ghall-proceduri li
ghaddejjin fil-prezent il-Qorti, il-PBS qed jitlob illi dawn [-ilmenti jinstemghu
wara li jkun determinat l-eZitu finali ta’ dawn il-proceduri.

Wara l-verbal Dr Mark Vassallo i¢cara ‘l-kummenti’, li dan kien qed jinghad
ghall-kummenti ta’ Dr Joanna Spiteri ghaliex skontu kienet ghadha kif esprimiet fehma li
l-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni jirreferi wkoll ghal spots ohrajn apparti 1-ewwel spot (pre budget

spot).
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[1-Bord wiegeb li 1-Kap Ezekuttiv ghandha obbligu li tressaq il-kaz. Dr Mark Vassallo
rrisponda li ghandha obbligu 1i ma tikkummentax fuq affarijiet li geghdin sub judice
1-Qorti u informa 1ill-PBS li se jissospendi s-smigh. Ir-rapprezentanti tax-xandar u [-Kap
Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir hallew is-smigh u I-Bord iddiskuta r-rikjesta ta’ Dr
Mark Vassallo.

Ftit tal-minuti wara 1-Bord rega’ sejjah lill-partijiet fejn dehret biss il-Kap Ezekuttiv
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. [1-Bord gara d-de¢izjoni mehuda fir-rigward, ¢ioe:

1l-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir qies il-kummenti u r-rikjesti mressqa
minn Dr Mark Vassallo ghan-nom ta’ PBS. Dwar il-kumment mressaq
mill-Kap EzZekuttiv matul I-ispjega taghha [-Bord jirrileva li Dr Vassallo
ippreciza li kien kumment u mhux kummenti u ordna l-prosegwiment
tal-kaz.

Dwar ir-rikjesta ta’ posponiment inkwantu dawn il-proceduri skont
l-istazzjon jistghu jincidu fuq dawk prezentement pendenti ta’ disprezz
quddiem il-Qorti, il-Bord jirrileva illi:

1. Il-proceduri quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir huma distinti u
separati minn dawk quddiem il-Qorti Civili. Dan il-fatt huwa
rikonuxxut u accettat mill-istazzjon stess.

2. 1lli [-Bord ged jaghmel referenza wkoll ghall-verbal tal-proceduri ta’
disprezz li qed jaghmel referenza ghalihom l-istess stazzjon, cioe
tal-25 ta’ Novembru 2024, li fihom l-istazzjon stess jissottometti
lill-Qorti li “kull direttiva jew ordni moghtija mill-Awtorita
tax-Xandir  lill-PBS  hija ghalkollox estranea minn dawn
il-proceduri.

3. 1lli I-Bord diga kkonceda bizzejjed posponimenti u aggornamenti ta’
dawn il-proceduri u ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet kollha I-Bord ma jqisx li
hemm lok li -akkuzi mertu tas-smigh tal-lum ghandhom jergghu jigu
differiti, jichad it-talba ghall-posponiment tal-istess proceduri u
jordna l-prosegwiment”.

L-Awtorita informa lir-rapprezentanti tal-PBS b’din id-decizjoni.

Ghaldagstant il-Kap EzZekuttiv kompliet bis-sottomissjonijiet taghha ghall-akkuzi I-ohra li
kienu relatati mal-budget spots hekk kif mitluba mill-Bord tal-Awtorita.

[I-Kap Ezekuttiv qalet li t-tieni akkuza kienet magqsuma f’zewg partijiet, bl-ewwel parti
tittratta x-xandir ta’ pre budget spot fuq TVM ezatt gabel ma bdiet ix-xandira tal-Bagit
tat-28 ta’ Ottubru, u t-tieni parti kienet dwar xandir ta’ spot tal-Bagit fit-trazmissjoni
tad-29 ta’ Ottubru, liema spot kien intbaghat ghand I-Awtorita li izda kienet ghadha ma
tatx approvazzjoni jew le dwaru. Qalet li izda x-xandiriet saru minkejja li kien ghad
m’hemmx l-approvazzjoni tal-Awtorita. Qalet li dan kien jittratta budget spot (Spot 2
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outdoors). Qalet ukoll li fit-30 ta’ Ottubru, l-Awtorita harget id-decizjoni li l-ispots
kellhom jghaddu ghand l-Awtorita biex jigu vetted, u dan l-ispot ma kienx approvat
mill-Awtorita.

Rigward it-tielet u r-raba’ akkuza, il-Kap Ezekuttiv qalet huma differenti miz-zewg
akkuzi precedenti peress li jittrattaw ksur ta’ Artiklu 15 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir. Dawn
kienu dwar xandir ta’ budget spots riferiti bhala spot Ta’ Qali (sahha mentali). Qalet li
dawn kienu spots li ma gewx approvati mill-Awtorita. Qalet li din l-akkuza datata 6 ta’
Novembru 2024 (akkuza 3) tirreferi ghat-trazmissjoni tal-1 ta’ Novembru fejn ixxandru
spots relatati mal-Bagit li izda ma kellhomx l-approvazzjoni tal-Awtoritd u minkejja dan
il-PBS xorta wahda xandar dawn l-ispots. Qalet li dawn l-ispots, indikati bhala spots Ta’
Qali (sahha mentali) ixxandru fuq TVM u fuq TVM+ f’diversi istanzi differenti.

Dwar ir-raba’ akkuza, spjegat li fis-7 ta’ Novembru il-Bord kien diga ha decizjoni fuq zewg
akkuzi ta’ ksur ta’ Artiklu 15 relatati wkoll ma’ xandir ta’ budget spots wara li nharget
akkuza fil-31 ta’ Ottubru u fl-4 ta’ Novembru. Qalet li simili ghal dak il-kaz, dawn iz-zewg
akkuzi datati 6 ta” Novembru (akkuza 3 u 4) kienu jittrattaw xandir ta’ budget spots li ma
kinux approvati mill-Awtorita u li xxandru fuq TVM u TVM+ matul it-trazmissjoni tal-1
u u t-trazmissjoni ta” TVM tat-3 ta’ Novembru 2024 rispettivament. Qalet li ghaldagstant
kien hemm ksur ta’ Artiklu 15 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir.

Wara li [-Kap Ezekuttiv irtirat mis-smigh i1l-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddeciedi l-akkuzi
mressqa wara li ra s-sottomissjonijiet.

II-Bord ged jilga’ din l-ewwel akkuza (akkuza 1) datata 28 ta’ Ottubru u ged jimmulta
lill-istazzjon multa ta’ €1,160 skont Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350 ghall-ksur ta’ Art. 13(2)(f), stante
li din il-materja diga kienet diskussa matul ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista li gie
milqugh mill-istess Bord. Din il-multa ghandha tithallas sa sittin (60) jum mid-data ta’
din id-decizjoni.

Skont Art.14(7) ta’ Kap.350, il-Bord ged jordna l-qgari tas-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-
ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi Zmien jumejn mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

Is-sunt ghandu jkun kif gej:

“F'seduta li nzammet fil-11 ta’ Dicembru, il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir
sab lill-PBS hati ta’ ksur ta’ Artiklu 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir wara
xandir ta’ spot relat mal-Bagit fis-27 ta’ Ottubru. Ghaldagstant, il-PBS gie
mmultat is- somma ta’ €1,160, liema ammont jithallas sittin jum mid-data
tad-decizjoni.”

II-Bord ged jilga’ t-tieni akkuza (akkuza 2) datata 30 t’Ottubru 2024 u ged iwiddeb
lill-istazzjon skont Art.41(4)(a) ta’ Kap.350, minhabba l-ispot tat-28 t’Ottubru 2024 li
xxandar gabel il-Bagit 2025, 1i kien jinkludi I-vizwali u kummenti tal-Prim Ministru, tali
kontenut diga kien misjub hati mill-istess Bord 1i jikser Art. 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar
ix-Xandir.
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[1-Bord jagbel Ii fi¢-¢irkostanzi x-xandar ma ghandux ikun moghti penali amministrattivi
minhabba li kien hemm ukoll it-tieni parti tal-akkuza fejn fl-ilment tal-PN f’seduta separata
I-Awtorita ma laqghetx il-kontenut tal-ilment.

Skont Art.14(7) ta’ Kap.350, il-Bord ged jordna 1-qari ta’ dan is-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-
ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi Zmien jumejn mid-data ta’ din id-decizjoni:

“F'seduta li nZammet fil-11 ta’ Dicembru, il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir
sab lill-PBS hati ta’ ksur ta’ Artiklu 13 (2) (f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir u In
vista li kien hemm parti li kien hemm ksur u parti ohra ma kellhiex ksur,
l-istazzjon instab hati u l[-akkuza giet milqugha imma inghata twiddiba.”

II-Bord qed jilga’ it-tielet akkuza (akkuza 3) datata 6 ta’ Novembru 2024 rigward
trazmissjoni ta’ spots relatati mal-Bagit fuqg TVM u TVM+ fit-trazmissjoni tal-1 ta’
Novembru 2024 u ged jirrimarka li din 1-akkuza kienet simili ghal zewg akkuzi li x-xandar
diga nstab hati dwarhom. II-Bord ged jimponi piena amministrattiva fl-ammont ta’
€4,660 skont Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350 ghall-ksur ta’ Art. 15, stante i din il-materja diga
kienet diskussa matul ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista li gie milqugh mill-istess
Bord. Din is-somma ghandha tithallas sa sittin (60) jum mid-data ta’ din i1d-decizjoni.

I1-Bord ordna l-qari tas-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi zmien jumejn
mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

Skont Art.14(7) ta’ Kap.350, il-Bord ged jordna l-qari ta’ dan is-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-
ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi Zmien jumejn mid-data ta’ din id-dec¢izjoni:

“F'seduta li nzammet fil-11 ta’ Dicembru, il-Bord tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir sab lill-PBS hati ta’ ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga
mill-Awtorita  tax-Xandir  tat-30 ta’ Ottubru, wara wagqt
it-trazmissjoni tal-1 ta’ Novembru, xandar spots relatati mal-Bagit
minhabba i x-xandir ta’ dawn I-ispots ma kinux approvati
mill-Awtorita. Ghalhekk il-PBS gie mmultat is-somma ta’ €4,660
ghal dan il- ksur, liema ammont irid jithallas sittin jum mid-data
tad-decizjoni.”

I1-Bord qged jilga’ wkoll ir-raba’ akkuza (akkuza 4) datata 6 ta’ Novembru 2024 rigward
xandir ta’ budget spots waqt it-trazmissjoni ta’ TVM tat-3 ta’ Novembru 2024 meta
ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025. Il-Bord laga’ din l-akkuza u jimponi piena
amministrattiva fl-ammont ta’ €4,660 skont Skeda 5 ta’ Kap.350 ghall-ksur ta’ Art. 15,
stante li din il-materja diga kienet diskussa matul ilment imressaq mill-Partit
Nazzjonalista i gie milqugh mill-istess Bord. Din is-somma ghandha tithallas sa sittin
(60) jum mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

II-Bord ordna l-qari tas-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi Zmien jumejn
mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.
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Skont Art.14(7) ta’ Kap.350, il-Bord ged jordna 1-qari ta’ dan is-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-
ahbarijiet fuq TVM fi Zzmien jumejn mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni:

“F'seduta li nzammet fil-11 ta’ Dicembru, il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab
lill-PBS hati ta’ ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir tat-30 ta’
Ottubru, peress li wagqt it-trazmissjoni tat-3 ta’ Novembru, il-PBS xandar spots
relatati mal-Bagit minkejja li x-xandir ta’ dawn l-ispots ma kinux approvati
mill-Awtorita. Ghalhekk il-PBS gie mmultat is-somma ta’ €4,660 ghal dan il-ksur,
liema ammont jithallas sittin jum mid-data tad-decizjoni.”

Ref: 65/01
Akkuzi 1 sa 4

23 ta’ Dicembru 2024
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Akkuza kontra 1-PBS Ltd datata 31 t’Ottubru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni tat-30
t’Ottubru 2024 meta ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha akkuza kontra 1-PBS 1i tirreferi ghat-trazmissjoni tat-30 ta’
Ottubru 2024, fejn ixxandru spots minghajr l-approvazzjoni tal-Awtorita u dan minkejja
I-hrug tad-Direttiva. Dawn l-ispots ixxandru fuq TVM qabel Il-ahbarijiet tat-20:00 u
fid-21:00 gabel il-programm Popolin. Dan sehh bi ksur ta’ Artiklu 15 ta’ Kap.350.

II-Bord ha nota tal-fatt li [-PBS ma dehrux biex jikkontestaw din l-akkuza minkejja li
kien skada I-hin tas-smigh (15:49). Ghaldagstant il-Bord aggorna ghad-decizjoni.

Wara li 1-Kap Ezekuttiv allargat mis-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddeciedi 1-akkuza.

I1-Bord ha konjizzjoni tal-akkuza appuntata ghal-lum, ha konjizzjoni tad-digriet tieghu
tal-lum stess wara talba ghal differiment tax-xandar PBS Ltd ghal dan is-smigh. Din
it-talba giet michuda. Wara li sema’ lill-Kap Ezekuttiv fuq l-akkuza, ra li I-PBS ma
dehritx sabiex tiddefendi 1-akkuza fil-konfront taghha. I1-Bord iddec¢ieda li 1-akkuza giet
approvata u mmultat lill-PBS is-somma ta’ €4,660 skont Skeda ta’ Kap.350 sa xahar
mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

I1-Bord tal-Awtorita ordna li a tenur ta’ Artiklu 41(7) ta’ Kap.350 irid jixxandar ukoll dan
is-sunt fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tat-20:00 ta’ jum wara din id-dec¢izjoni.

“ll-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab lill-Public Broadcasting Services Limited
responsabbli ghal ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir fit-30 t’Ottubru
2024, wara li xandar spots relatati mal-Bagit qabel ma ressaq l-istess ghall-approvazzjoni
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. Ghalhekk il-PBS gie mmultat is-somma ta’ €4,660 ghal dan
il-ksur, liema ammont irid jithallas fi zmien xahar.”

7 ta’ Novembru 2024

Ref:: 65/01
Smigh 14 24

Numru 7
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Akkuza kontra I-PBS Ltd datata 4 ta’ Novembru 2024 rigward trazmissjoni tal-31
t’Ottubru 2024 meta ntwerew spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha akkuza dwar spot relatat mal-Bagit minghajr 1-approvazzjoni
taghha u li xxandar fil-31 t’Ottubru 2024 fuqg TVM qgabel l-ahbarijiet tat-20:00 u fid-21:27 u
TVM+ gabel l-ahbarijiet tas-18:00 u tat-20:00.

I1-Bord ha nota tal-fatt li I-PBS ma dehrux biex jikkontestaw din I-akkuza meta kienu saru
1-15:55 u ghalhekk aggorna ghad-dec¢izjoni.

Wara li I-Kap Ezekuttiv allargat mis-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddec¢iedi 1-akkuza.

I1-Bord ha konjizzjoni tal-akkuza appuntata ghal-lum, ha konjizzjoni tad-digriet tieghu
tal-lum stess wara talba ghal differiment mill-PBS Ltd ghal dan is-smigh, liema talba giet
michuda. Wara li 1-Bord sema’ lill-Kap Ezekuttiv fuq 1-akkuza u ra li 1-PBS ma dehritx
sabiex tiddefendi l-akkuza fil-konfront taghha, iddecieda li l-akkuza giet approvata,
immulta lill-PBS is-somma ta’ €4,660 skont Skeda ta’ Kap.350 u din ghandha tithallas sa
xahar mid-data ta’ din id-decizjoni.

I1-Bord tal-Awtorita ordna li a tenur ta’ Artiklu 41(7) ta’ Kap.350 irid jixxandar ukoll
dan is-sunt fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tat-20:00 ta’ jum wara din id-dec¢izjoni.

“lI-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab lill-Public Broadcasting Services Limited
responsabbli ghall-ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir fil-31 t’Ottubru
2024, wara li xandar spots relatati mal-Bagit qabel ma ressaq l-istess ghall-approvazzjoni
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. II-PBS gie mmultat is-somma ta’ €4,660 ghal dan il-ksur liema
ammont irid jithallas fi zmien xahar.”

7 ta’ Novembru 2024

Ref.:65/01
Smigh 14 24
Numru 8
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Decizjoni rigward akkuza fil-konfront tal-PBS Ltd datata 25 ta’ Novembru rigward
il-programm Popolin imxandar fuq TVM {1-20 ta’ Novembru 2024

L-Awtorita kellha akkuza fil-konfront tal-PBS Ltd rigward il-programm Popolin li xxandar
fug TVM f{1-20 ta’ Novembru 2024 minhabba li kif spjegat il-Kap Ezekuttiv kien jikser
Artiklu 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir.

F’seduta tal-11 ta’ Dicembru 2024, I-Awtorita semghet lill-Kap Ezekuttiv i qalet li
l-programm Popolin tal-20 ta’ Novembru kien jittratta t-turizmu f"Malta kif kienet ukoll
tindika l-caption waqt il-programm izda qalet li 1-prezentatur fl-introduzzjoni tieghu ta
prominenza kbira lill-avveniment SIGMA u deher li 1-programm kien relatat ma’ dan
l-avveniment u l-impatt li halla f’Malta b’referenza wkoll ghat-tip ta’ turizmu f"Malta.
Qalet 1i kien se jittratta partikolarment il-kontroversja dwar it-traffiku 1i din l-attivita
holqot. Spjegat li hi thoss li kien hemm zbilan¢ ghaliex il-Ministru nghaqad virtwalment
u kien hemm interventi fl-istudio tax-Shadow Minister kif ukoll kelliema ohra, apparti
wkoll zewg sindki ta’ Swieqi u ta’ San Giljan li lkoll ikkritikaw lill-Gvern tal-gurnata.
Qalet 1i 1-mod kif kienu komposti I-panels, anke b’differenza ta’ edizzjonijiet ohra
tal-istess programm Popolin ikkontribwew ghal Zbilanc.

Ghas-smigh dehru wkoll I-Ing. Charles Dalli u 1-Kap Ezekuttiv 1-Ing Keith Chetcuti kif
ukoll Dr Mark Vassallo, rapprezentant legali tal-PBS li nghaqad b’mod virtwali. Dr
Vassallo gabel ma spjega 1-kaz stagsa lill-Kap EZekuttiv kienx hemm ilment mill-Partit
Laburista dwar dan l-istess programm u jekk giex appuntat is-smigh u kemm fadal Zzmien
biex jiskadi t-terminu ta’ smigh.

[I-Kap Ezekuttiv wiegbet li kien hemm ilment mill-Partit Laburista izda wara r-risposta
tal-PBS, il-Partit Laburista kien ghadu ma talabx ghas-smigh. Qalet li kien fadal madwar
tlett ijjiem biex jinghalaq it-terminu ta’ 15-il jum mid-data tar-risposta.

Dr Mark Vassallo spjega li meta ssir stedina lill-individwi 1i jiffurmaw parti mill-partiti
politi¢i, f"dan il-kaz gie mistieden is-Sur Albert Buttigieg, izda l-Partit Nazzjonalista
rriserva d-dritt 1i jibghat lil xi haddiehor. Popolin f’dan il-kaz stieden lis-Sur Albert
Buttigieg u minflok il-Partit Nazzjonalista informa lill-PBS 1i jista’ jistieden lil Dr Mario
De Marco. II-PBS imbaghad estenda I-istedina lill-Ministru tal-Ekonomija Silvio
Schembri. Dr Mark Vassallo qal li I-kummenti tieghu bhala r-rapprezentant tal-istazzjon
geghdin kollha fit-twegiba 1i I-istazzjon ta ghall-ilment tal-Partit Laburista li kien diga
intbaghat lill-Awtorita.

Dr Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord, stagsa ghal kjarifika tal-mistednin. II-Kap Ezekuttiv
tat risposti ghal dawn u kkonfermat li 1-persuni mistiedna li fosthom kien hemm is-Sur
Carlo Micallef, is-Sur Andrew Agius Muscat, Dr Mario De Marco, is-Sinjura Marthese
Portelli, is-Sur Sergio Mallia, is-Sur Adrian Mizzi u s-Sur Matthew Pace. Kien hemm
panel iehor maghmul fost l-ohrajn mill-Perit David Xuereb u s-sindki tas-Swieqi u San
Giljan.
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I1-Bord ha nota tas-sottomissjonijiet taz-zewg partijiet wara li kemm il-Kap Ezekuttiv kif
ukoll ir-rapprezentanti tal-PBS hallew is-seduta tas-smigh u qed jilga’ din l-akkuza.
Qieghed ghalhekk, skont Art.41(4)(a) ta’ Kap.350, iwiddeb lill-istazzjon sabiex ikun
izjed diligenti fl-ghazla tal-panel.

Skont 1-Art.41(7) ta’ Kap.350, l-istazzjon qged jigi ordnat jaqra dan is-sunt li ghandu jigi
moqri sa 48 siegha u jkun kif gej:

“IlI-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab lill-PBS hati ta’ ksur ta’ Artiklu 13(2)
(f) dwar [-Att dwar ix-Xandir, meta fil-programm Popolin tal-20 ta’
Novembru 2024 gie ravvizat panel mhux bilancjat li b’rizultat ta’ hekk
[-interventi ma kinux bilancjati f’dan il-programm u ta twissija. Ghalhekk
wissa lill-istazzjon sabiex ikun izjed kawt fl-ghazliet ta’ panels f’kull
programm ta’ dan il-generu.”

Ref: 65/01

21 ta’ Dicembru 2024
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Decizjoni dwar l-ilment assistit bl-akkuza, imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa kontra
RTK 103 rigward kliem defamanti u abbuziv fil-konfront tas-Sur Norman Lowell
mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi waqt il-programm Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 tal-14
ta’Ottubru 2023

Dan l-ilment tressaq mis-Sur Josiah Vella, Segretarju tal-Partit Imperium Europa nhar it-30
t’Ottubru 2023 minhabba dak li hu sejjah malizzja u diskriminazzjoni li I-Prof. Andrew
Azzopardi konxjament u intenzjonalment holoq b’rimarki dikjarattivi fuq il-Kap tal-istess
Partit, is-Sur Norman Lowell, u dan matul il-programm tieghu ‘Andrew Azzopardi on
RTK103’ nhar 1-14 t’Ottubru 2023.

Stante li dan l-ilment jikkwalifika bhala Iment taht ir-regolament 4 tal-Legizlazzjoni Sussidjarja
350.07, inkwantu l-lanjanza tista’ tikkwalifika bhala ksur tal-Artikolu 34 (1) (a) tal-Kap. 350
tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta, 1-Awtorita, ai termini tal-istess Legizlazzjoni Sussidjarja, akkuzat
lix-Xandar b’din i1d-dispozizzjoni in segwitu ghal dan I-ilment.

F’email li s-Sur Josiah Vella baghat lil RTK103 dakinhar tax-xandira, hu qal li 1-prezentatur
ghamel theddida diretta lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir meta wissa li hu mhux se jistieden lis-Sur
Lowell, la jekk jintrabat mal-bieb u anqas fl-isfond ta’ Direttiva. Is-Sur Josiah Vella kkundanna
dan l-agir permezz tal-komunikazzjoni mal-istazzjon RTK103 li inkludiet referenzi ghal ksur
tal-imparzjalita u bilan¢ u li nholqu permezz tal-minac¢¢ja u ¢ensura politika.

Fir-risposta mibghuta mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, ix-xandar offra li jinqara sunt, bil-Partit
Imperium Europa jilmenta 1i dan kien se jqieghdu f’pozizzjoni aghar minhabba t-tahlit
il-partijiet, is-Sur Josiah Vella ssuggerixxa test ichor li x-xandar oggezzjona ghalih. Ghalhekk
il-Partit Imperium Europa ressaq l-ilment quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir nhar it-30
t’Ottubru 2023, fejn talab ukoll lill-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tiehu konjizzjoni tar-raba’
paragrafu tal-L.S.350.07. L-Awtorita lagghet din it-talba a bazi ta’ ksur ta’ Art. 34 ta’ Kap. 350
u appuntat is-smigh ghall-11 ta’ Jannar 2024, wara li giet milqugha talba mill-istazzjon ghal
differiment.

Matul is-smigh, Dr Joanna Spiteri, Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, spjegat li hi kienet
accettat stedina ghal dan il-programm mal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi u li matulu saru kummenti
11 hi hasset li jmorru kontra Art. 34 (1)(a) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir. Qalet 1i I-Awtorita kienet qed
tirreferi ghal potenzjalment ksur skont Art.4 tal-L.S.350.07. Il-Kap Ezekuttiv iddefiniet
il-kummenti tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi bhala minac¢¢janti kontra l-istess Awtorita meta saru
fil-konfront taghha. Hi rrimarkat li l-istess prezentatur kien diga kiser direttiva mahruga
mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir waqt 1-Elezzjoni Generali tal-2022. Ghalhekk stagsiet jekk dan hux
ser jerga’ jsehh fil-kuntest tad-Direttiva i se tinhareg ghall-Elezzjonijiet tal-MEP tas-sena
2024, kif iddikjara 1-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi.

Wara li nstemghet dik il-parti tal-programm li ghaliha Imenta I-Partit Imperium Europa, is-Sur
Josiah Vella qal li hafna mill-affarijiet hargu mill-istess stqarrija tal-prezentatur u spjega li hu
kien baghat sunt lix-xandar u li ma kienx hemm gbil bejn il-partijiet dwar it-test li jrid jigi
mogqri bhala dritt ta’ risposta.

Dr Maurice Meli, konsulent legali ghal RTK103, wiegeb li minkejja d-dikjarazzjoni tal-Prof.
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Andrew Azzopardi, ma jfissirx li I-bibien ta’ RTK103 huma maghluqin ghall-Partit Imperium
Europa. Qal ukoll 1i Dr Adriano Spiteri, li dakinhar kien esponent tal-Partit Imperium Europa,
kien sahansitra mistieden fuq l-istess stazzjon f1-2020 u ghadda I-veduti tieghu waqt l-istess
programm kondott mill-istess prezentatur. Dr Maurice Meli kkonkluda 1i dan kien jixhed
ghall-fatt 1i x-xandar ma kienx qed johloq forom ta’ ¢ensura kontra 1-Partit Imperium Europa.
Dr Maurice Meli stieden lis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo jesibixxi tliet sentenzi, tnejn moghtija
mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir dwar kummenti mis-Sur Norman Lowell u wahda mill-Imhallef
Lawrence Quintano fl1-2013. Dr Maurice Meli stagsa wkoll x’kienet ezattament il-hsara li
1-Partit Imperium Europa kien ged jalludi ghaliha.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut, tezorier tal-Partit Imperium Europa, wiegeb li bil-kliem li ntqal gie
ngurjat il-Kap tal-Partit Imperium Europa meta gie riferit mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi b’mod
impudenti bhala razzist u xenofobiku u meta fis-sentenza tal-Imhallef Lawrence Quintano
tal-2013, li x-xandar irrefera ghaliha matul il-korrispondenza ta’ qabel is-smigh, sabet lis-Sur
Norman Lowell hati fuq il-probabbilta ta’ razzizmu. Hu spjega li 1-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi
mar oltre minn hekk ghaliex sahansitra ddikjara, u dan minkejja li stazzjon huwa licenzjat li
jxandar programmi dwar grajjiet kurrenti fejn obbligat ihaddan 1-elementi ta’ Art.13 u Art.34
ta’ Kap.350, li matul il-programm tieghu fuq RTK103 mhux biss mhux se jkun mistieden
il-Kap tal-Partit izda li sahansitra lest jikser direttivi mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir. Is-Sur
Charles Sammut qal li din tammonta ghal ¢ensura u diskriminazzjoni politika lampanti u li
minhabba fiha ma jistghux jinstemghu punti di vista differenti kif titlob il-ligi.

F’intervent gsajjar, is-Sur Norman Lowell gal li l-intenzjoni tal-Partit mhix 1i jigi mmultat
RTK103 ta’ nuqqas ikkawzat mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi, izda li ssir gustizzja.

[I-Bord wiezen l-argumenti mressqa u ddecieda li jilga’ l-ilment fis-sens li, il-kummenti
tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi kienu barra minn posthom u tbieghdu minn sempli¢i opinjoni, izda
ammontaw ghal dikjarazzjoni. II-Bord qies ukoll li I-prezentatur seta’ ressaq l-argument bla ma
jsemmi persuni partikolari u nnota li x-xandar la hareg ebda stqarrija sabiex jallontana ruhu
mill-veduti tal-prezentatur, u f’kull kaz, xorta wahda jibqa’ responsabbli ghall-kontenut
tax-xandira.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord qieghed jilga’ l-ilment tal-Partit Imperium Europa u konsegwentement
ged jiddikjara ksur tal-Artikolu 34(1)(a) tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta, reat i jgorr mieghu
penali ta’ €1,750, u konsegwentement qed jikkundanna lill-istazzjoni RTK103 ihallas din
il-penali ta’ €1,750.

Peress li l-istess stazzjon, permezz tad-dec¢izjoni ta’ nhar 1-4 ta’ Awwissu 2022, kien inghata
penali ta’ €4,660 ai termini tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta kontra nuqqasijiet ohra, liema
penali pero kienet sospiza ghall-perjodu ta’ tliet (3) snin mid-data tal-istess de¢izjoni, u stante
li din l-offiza twettqet matul dak il-perjodu operattiv ta’ dik id-dec¢izjoni tal-4 ta’ Awwissu
2022, il-Bord ma kellux triq ohra ghajr 1i jordna wkoll il-hlas immedjat tal-istess penali, ghal
total ta’ €6,410, liema ammont komplessiv ghandu jithallas mill-istazzjon RTK103 sa mhux
aktar tard minn 60 jum mid-data ta’ din id-dec¢izjoni.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 4
Ref:88/23
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Decizjoni dwar l-ilment imressaq mis-Sur Andrew Mangion kontra 1-PBS rigward
promozzjoni tal-programm Popolin tad-29 ta’ Novembru 2023

L-Awtorita giet rikjesta tappunta s-smigh wara li l-partijiet ikkomunikaw bejniethom hekk kif
titlob 11-L.S.350.06. Matul din il-komunikazzjoni s-Sur Andrew Mangion kiteb li qieghda
tintwera promozzjoni tal-programm Popolin li, permezz taghha, kien muri ritratt ta’ martu
Eleanor Mangion Walker, bhala persuna li kienet ghamlet rapport dwar vjolenza domestika.
Is-Sur Andrew Mangion spjega li huwa qieghed jigi mixli bl-omi¢idju taghha u sostna li
permezz tal-promozzjoni, TVM u l-programm ‘Popolin’ kienu qeghdin jaggravawh u
jimmalafamawh ghax il-mara tieghu qatt ma ghamlet rapporti ta’ vjolenza domestika kif
il-promozzjoni kienet qed talludi bi hsara lejn ir-reputazzjoni tieghu f’kaz sub-judice. Hu
insista li s-Sinjura Eleanor Mangion Walker qatt ma kienet ghamlet rapport lill-pulizija kontra
tieghu u talab lill-PBS sabiex inehhi r-ritratt taghha.

Fl-1 ta’ Dicembru 2023, is-Sur Andrew Mangion kiteb lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir b’talba sabiex
il-Bord jappunta data ghas-smigh. Il-Bord appunta dan is-smigh ghall-11 ta’ Jannar 2024.

Matul dan is-smigh is-Sur Andrew Mangion kien assistit mis-Sur Simon Dalton filwaqt 1i
ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles Dalli u 1-Avukat Dr Shaun Zammit.

Is-Sur Simon Dalton qal i fil-promozzjoni tal-programm intqal li s-Sinjura Eleanor Mangion
Walker qatt ma ghamlet rapporti lill-pulizija dwar vjolenza domestika u 1li I-kaz kien
sub-judice. Qal li n-nisa l-ohra murija fl-istess promozzjoni kienu ghamlu rapport lill-pulizija,
minbarra s-Sinjura Eleanor Mangion Walker.

L-Ing. Dalli, editur tal-istazzjon nazzjonali, wiegeb li din l-informazzjoni ttiechdet minn risposta
uffi¢jali ghal mistogsija parlamentari u pprezenta kopja ta’ din it-twegiba. Qal ukoll li 1-linja
editorjali ma ghandhiex issib ostakli u kkonferma li l-istazzjon ha azzjoni immedjata billi
fit-tieni verzjoni tal-promozzjoni tal-programm sar tibdil abbazi ta' dak mitlub mil-lanjant.

[1-Bord wera I-promozzjoni li s-Sur Andrew Mangion kien ged jilmenta dwarha. Ix-xandar gie
wkoll mistogsi mill-Bord jekk is-Sur Andrew Mangion kellux xi forma ta’ risposta mill-PBS.
Ir-risposta tal-Ing. Charles Dalli kienet fil-pozittiv.

Is-Sur Simon Dalton irrimarka 1li omic¢idju u vjolenza domestika huma zewg reati
kompletament diversi filwaqt 1i I-Ing. Charles Dalli tenna li 1-programm kien strettament fuq
vjolenza domestika.

[¢-Chairperson qara r-risposta ghal din il-mistogsija parlamentari, imwiegba mill-Onor.
Michael Falzon, li fiha kien hemm inkluza s-Sinjura Eleanor Mangion Walker.
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Wara li I-partijiet ikkonkludew il-veduti taghhom u pprezentaw il-fatti, il-Bord ghadda sabiex
jikkunsidra dan 1-ilment. I1-Bord innota li I-kuncett ta’ vjolenza domestika huwa wiesa’ hatna
u li l-femi¢idju huwa forma ta’ vjolenza assoluta. Innota wkoll li l-istazzjon ghamel
il-kambjamenti rikjesti fl-immedjat wara li r¢ieva l-ilment. Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord ma
lagax l-ilment.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 6
Ref: 95/23
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Decizjoni dwar ilment imressaq mill-Prof. Kevin Cassar kontra ONE rigward talba ta’
dritt ta’ risposta li talab lill-istazzjon dwar l-ahbarijiet tad-19 ta’ Dicembru 2023

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Prof. Kevin Cassar nhar id-29 ta’ Dicembru
2023. Dan isegwi zewg emails li hu baghat lill-istazzjon fid-19 u 1-20 ta’ Di¢embru 2023 li
permezz taghhom hu lmenta dwar il-bullettin ta” ONE News tad-19 ta’ Dicembru kif ukoll
talab dritt ta’ risposta ghal artiklu ‘Haten BFA jghid li 1-Laburisti huma l-inqas edukati
fil-pajjiz’, ippubblikat fuq is-sit elettroniku tal-istazzjon. Prof. Kevin Cassar ¢ahad li hu kiteb
li I-Laburisti huma I-inqas edukati fil-pajjiz kif kienu ged jghidu ONE u qal ukoll li ma kienx
ir¢ieva twegiba mill-istazzjon.

Fit-talba ghas-smigh indirizzata lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Prof. Kevin Cassar ilmenta li
fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tad-19 ta’ Dicembru 2023 intwerew ukoll it-tfal tieghu.

Ghall-ilment li nstema’ fil-11 ta’ Jannar 2024, Prof. Kevin Cassar inghaqad b’mod virtwali
filwaqt 1i ghal ONE dehru s-Sinjura Ruth Vella, Chairperson tal-ONE, kif ukoll Dr Ramona
Attard bhala konsulent legali.

Prof. Kevin Cassar qal li l-ilment jirrigwarda item fuq l-ahbarijiet dwaru minn ONE. Qal li
ONE News semmew li ‘Kevin Cassar infexx f’tghajjir ‘gdid’ fil-konfront tal-Laburisti’.
Kompla li dan ma kien minnu xejn u li hu talab ghal dritt ta’ risposta u mhux talli ma nghatax
dan, talli anqas biss irc¢ieva risposta ghall-komunikazzjoni tieghu. Semma wkoll li r-rapport
ta” ONE News irrapporta dak li hu allegatament qal, cio¢ 1i I-Laburisti izjed injoranti, u sahaq
li dan gatt ma qalu.

Dr Ramona Attard stagsiet ghat-transcript u nnutat li 1-kelma “gdid” kienet mankanti. I1-Bord
minnufih irrimarka 1i din il-kelma kienet madankollu inkluza f’sezzjoni ohra tar-rapport.

Dr Ramona Attard sahqet li l-artiklu nibet minn artiklu miktub mill-Prof. Kevin Cassar innifsu
u li kien intitolat 7Triple Whammy, ippubblikat minn The Shift News. Hi grat siltiet minn dan
l-artiklu u esebiet diversi artikli fejn il-Prof. Kevin Cassar ghamel rimarki simili. Minn dawn
ir-rapporti hi kkonkludiet li 1-Prof. Kevin Cassar kjarament kien ged iressaq ilment kontra
kliem li hu stess kien kiteb f’diversi drabi u okkazjonijiet. Ghalhekk ma setghetx tithem ghaliex
ried dritt ta’ risposta.

Fir-risposta tieghu 1-Prof. Kevin Cassar tenna li hu kkwota l-istharrig tal-MaltaToday li jindika
li s-sapport ghall-Partit Laburista huwa izjed b’sahhtu fis-settur ta’ nies b’edukazzjoni izjed
bazika. Qal li tkun injorant u mhux edukat mhumiex I-istess u dan il-kliem ma uzahx. Spjega
li dak 1i kien ged jinghad, cio¢ li 1-Partit Laburista huwa appoggjat minn nies inqas edukati,
mhux veru. Anzi, qal li hemm nies edukati hafna li jappoggjaw il-Partit Laburista u li hemm
nies mhux edukati i jappoggjaw lill-Partit Nazzjonalista. Qal li fir-rapport tal-ahbarijiet ma
hemmx lok ghall-opinjoni u li jezisti I-obbligu li wiehed ikun bilan¢jat. Semma wkoll 1i qabel
ma kamra tal-ahbarijiet taghmel rapport fuq individwu, il-prassi titlob li xandar jikkuntattja
l-persuna; izda dan ma sarx. Ikkonkluda billi semma li hu qatt ma “nfexx ftghajjir”
sempli¢ciment ghax kwota stharrig. Waqt is-smigh, il-Prof. Kevin Cassar qal li fir-rapport
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tal-ahbarijiet sahansitra ngiebu wkoll it-tfal tieghu waqt li kienet qed issir referenza
ghall-istharrig politiku. Semma wkoll serje ta’ kummenti li dan ir-rapport tal-ahbarijiet attira
fuq il-pjattaforma Facebook, tali kummenti huma altament dispreggjattivi u abbuzivi.

Fir-replika taghha Dr Ramona Attard qalet 1i kwalunkwe theddid kontra kwalunkwe persuna
mhux gustifikat u huwa kundannabbli. Rigward il-kwistjoni tat-tfal, Dr Ramona Attard qalet li
mhix konoxxenti ta’ dan. Qalet 1i l-istharrig tal-Malta Today, li kien qed isemmi u li esebiet,
inhareg wara certi artikli li kiteb hu stess. Dr Ramona Attard qablet 1i meta taghmel storja fuq
xi hadd idealment tiehu I-verzjoni tieghu izda din kienet kwistjoni li dak li kiteb il-Prof. Kevin
Cassar gie riprodott f’dan il-feature. Dr Ramona Attard qalet li 1-Prof Kevin Cassar kien qed
jistenna prattika li lanqas hu ma jhaddan ghaliex fil-kitba tieghu jirreferi ghall-persuni, f’dan
il-kaz anke gurnalisti u ma talabx l-opinjoni taghhom.

II-Bord ghadda sabiex jikkunsidra dan I-ilment skont il-fatti mressqa u cio¢ biex jgharbel jekk
il-feature mxandar u li wassal ghall-ilment kienx qed jikser xi provizjonijiet tax-xandir. I1-Bord
jidhirlu 1i 1-feature li xxandar fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet kien ibbazat fuq artiklu miktub mill-
istess Professur Cassar sorrett minn artikli precedenti li ttrattaw l-istess suggett. Filwaqt li 1-
Bord jinnota li s-sens ta’ dak irrapportat kien jirrifletti dak li fuqu kiteb l-istess awtur, il-Bord
jidhirlu li l-kwotazzjonijiet attribwiti lill-Professur Cassar fil-bullettin ma kinux kollha
jirrizultaw fil-kitba tal-istess Professur. Dan il-fatt wahdu xorta wahda ma jimmeritax li
jintlaga’ I-ilment peress li holistikament ir-rappurtagg kien jirrifletti dak li fuqu kien kiteb
l-istess Professur Cassar. Ghal din ir-raguni l-ilment mhux ged jintlaga’.

22 ta’ Jannar 2024
Smigh 01/2024 Numru 9
Ref: 100/23
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Prof. Kevin Cassar vs ONE News dwar item
tal-ahbarijiet imxandra fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tal-21 ta’ Jannar 2024

L-Awtorita hadet konjizzjoni tal-ilment imressaq mill-Prof. Kevin Cassar kontra ONE News
fejn fil-21 ta’ Jannar 2024, hu kkwota silta mill-item inkwistjoni li tghid 11 huwa “kien jikteb
biex fil-Partit Nazzjonalista jitpogga Dr Bernard Grech bhala Kap”. Filwaqt li stqarr li huwa
gatt ma kiteb dan il-kliem, talab dritt ta’ risposta u korrezzjoni tal-inkorrettezza li qal 1i kien
hemm fl-item. Huwa temm jitlob li jixxandar hekk: “Kontra dak li xxandar fl-ahbarijiet tal-21
ta’ Jannar, ONE jixtieq jikkoregi r-rapport. Il1-Professur Cassar gatt ma kiteb ‘biex fil-Partit
Nazzjonalista jitpogga Bernard Grech bhala Kap”. L-istazzjon baqa’ ma wegibx ghal dan
l-ilment, ghaldagstant il-Prof. Kevin Cassar talab ghas-smigh skont il-pro¢edura
tal-L.S.350.06.

Matul is-smigh tal-14 ta’ Marzu 2024, dehru 1-Prof. Kevin Cassar bhala l-persuna li ressqet
l-ilment, is-Sur Josef Caruana, editur ta’ ONE u Dr Ramona Attard bhala r-rapprezentant legali
ta’ ONE.

II-Prof. Kevin Cassar spjega li fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tal-21 ta’ Jannar 2024 kien hemm
rapport dwar kritika fuq il-Gvern Laburista fejn issemma wkoll hu u 1i r-rappurtagg kien
jikkontjeni parti li ma kinitx veritiera. I1-Prof. Kevin Cassar spjega kif rapport jista’ jsemmi
diversi affarijiet li jkunu veri, biss ma jistax jitqies holistikament korrett jekk jinkludi gidba.
Hu spjega li ma kienx minnu li kiteb sabiex Dr Bernard Grech ikun Kap tal-PN kif allegat
fis-servizz matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet.

Fir-risposta taghha Dr Ramona Attard qalet 1i dan kollu jista’ jigi dedott minn kitba ta’ Prof.
Kevin Cassar. Hi pprezentat numru ta’ artikli mill-gurnali u siti ohra, miktuba bejn 1-2017 u
1-2021 u grat diversi siltiet minn dawn l-artikli in sosten tal-argument taghha kontra I-ilment.

[1-Prof. Kevin Cassar wiegeb li mkien f’"dawn l-artikli ma hemm referenzi ghall-kummenti
Imentati minnu u skont it-traskrizzjoni tal-21 ta’ Jannar 2024. Qal i fl-ebda wiehed mill-artikli
prezentati ma kiteb li Dr Bernard Grech ghandu jkun Kap. Innota wkoll i 1-artikli riferiti nkitbu
wara li Dr Bernard Grech kien diga sar Kap u mhux qabel.

Fil-kumment finali, Dr Ramona Attard qalet li Dr Bernard Grech inhatar Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni
fit-3 t’Ottubru 2020 u li awtomatikament, bejn zewg kontestanti, kritika fuq wiehed tittiched
bhala appogg ghall-iehor.

Wara li telqu l-partijiet il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ghadda sabiex jevalwa I-fatti mressqa,
inkluz id-dokumenti esebiti u t-traskrizzjoni tal-bullettin tal-21 ta’ Jannar 2024.

F’wiehed mill-artikli datat 23 ta’ Settembru 2020, cio¢ ftit gimghat qabel il-hatra ta’ Dr Bernard
Grech, il-Prof. Kevin Cassar kiteb hekk fuq Newsbook Malta:

The two men are poles apart. Grech acknowledged his error, sorted it out and
expressed regret
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kif ukoll:

“the time for lies is over” he declared. It will be once the party members
have the wisdom to dump him

I1-Bord ihoss li filwaqt li I-Prof. Kevin Cassar ma tax l-appogg tieghu ghal Dr Bernard Grech
b’mod esplic¢itu, madankollu ghamel dan b’mod impli¢itu fejn fil-kontestazzjoni bejn zewg
membri hu attakka wiehed mill-kontestanti filwaqt li esprima 1i hemm bahar jagsam bejnu u
bejn il-kontestant I-iehor. Ghaldagstant il-Bord ihoss li x-xandira ma kinitx wahda infundata
ghaliex ir-rizultat dirett ta’ kritika negattiva u c¢ara fuq kontestant ma thalli ebda dubju
tar-rizultat mistenni mill-awtur bejn iz-zewg kontestanti, spe¢jalment meta din il-kritika ssir
ftit jiem gabel din 1-elezzjoni. Ghal dawn ir-ragunjiet l-ilment mhux jintlaqa’.

19 ta” Marzu 2024
Smigh 03/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 3/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward TVM News tad-29 ta’ Jannar 2024 stqarrija tal-Kamra
tal-Avukati, stqarrija tal-Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi ghal dak li qal il-Prim Ministru dwar
il-gudikatura u reazzjoni tal-Ghaqda Repubblika

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra PBS rigward TVM News tad-29
ta’ Jannar 2024 dwar ir-reazzjoni ghal dak li gal il-Prim Ministru dwar il-gudikatura u
l-istqarrijiet tal-Kamra tal-Avukati u 1-Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi u ahbar tal-Ghaqda
Repubblika.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino ta sfond tal-ilment imressaq u qal li nhar id-29 ta’ Jannar 2024, PBS
xandar ahbar tal-Ghaqda Repubblika li matulha kien hemm typo u minflok “PM”, inkiteb
“PN”. Ghalhekk inbidel is-sens kollu tal-ahbar ghaliex il-kritika tal-President tal-Ghaqda
Repubblika gie allura kwotat li ged jikkundanna lill-PN u mhux lill-Prim Ministru. Dr Michael
Piccinino semma wkoll li kemm I-istqarrija tal-Ghaqda Studenti tal-Ligi kif ukoll dik
tal-Kamra tal-Avukati, li ma gewx rappurtati fl-istess servizz.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li l-ahbar tal-Kamra tal-Avukati xxandret wara l-ilment, cio¢ fis-7
ta’ Frar 2024 u li malli PBS intebah bit-typo, ghamel rettifika immedjata.

[I-Bord ikkonferma l-fatt li x-xandar tassew kien irrimedja l-izball filwaqt 1i xandar ukoll
l-istqarrija tal-Kamra tal-Avukati. Madankollu x-xandar pubbliku nagas milli jirrimedja I-izball
fil-pront kif titlob is-serjeta gurnalistika u filwaqt 1i ma rrispondiex lill-persuna li ged tilmenta
fil-hin stipulat mil-ligi, halla Zmien twil wisq biex jirrikonoxxi u jirrimedja. Ghalhekk din
id-dec¢izjoni ma tistax tigi kkunsidrata bhala rimedju effettiv fi¢c-¢irkustanzi stante li dan 1-izball
sar wagqt bullettin tal-ahbarijiet fejn l-istennija tal-korrettezza hija ferm oghla minn xandiriet
ohrajn. Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet qed jilqa’ l-ilment.

1 ta” Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 5
Ref: 5/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward TVM News tal-31 ta’ Jannar 2024 dwar l-iskema tal-Gvern
rigward rohs fil-prezzijiet tal-ikel

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra PBS rigward TVM News tal-31
ta’ Jannar 2024 dwar l-iskema tal-Gvern rigward rohs fil-prezzijiet tal-ikel. Dan I-ilment gie
indirizzat lill-istazzjon pubbliku nhar il-1 ta’ Frar 2024, madankollu 1-PN ma kienx sodisfatt
bir-risposta tax-xandar.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru 1-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Fl-ilment originali tieghu, Dr Michael Piccinino elenka numru ta’ punti fosthom li din I-istorja
kienet giet irrappurtata darbtejn bla ma kien hemm ebda fatti godda, 1i r-rohs kien jittratta
recommended retail price u mhux dak ta’ fuq I-ixkaffa, 1i dehru prodotti li ma kinux sahansitra
mrahhsa taht l-istess skema, li l-persuna mistiedna kienet il-Kap tas-Segretarjat tal-Ministeru
ghall-Ekonomija u allura politikament mahtura bhala persuna ta’ fidu¢ja, u li s-servizz kien
wiehed estiz ghax minn bulletin ta’ madwar 30 minuta dam 5 minuti u nofs.

Dr Mark Vassallo talab sabiex jigi muri s-servizz in kwistjoni seduta stante. Hu rrefera ghal
Art.2.1 tal-L.S.350.14 u qal li kollox irid jigi kunsidrat fil-kuntest tieghu. Spjega li fil-bidu kien
hemm intervista mal-maniger ta’ stabbiliment privat u wara kien hemm referenza ghal stqarrija
tal-Onor. Silvio Schembri segwita minn intervista mas-Sinjura Roberta Albanese Dalli. Hu
stagsa kienx hemm ksur ta’ Art.119 tal-Kostituzzjoni bl-ispjega ta’ din l-iskema kif se tahdem
u kif tista’ din issarraf f’argument dwar l-imparzjalita “dovuta”. Dr Mark Vassallo ghalaq
l-intervent tieghu billi qal li 1-kultura li 1-PBS huwa promotur tal-Gvern hija skorretta u li
wiehed jista’ jinnota dan jekk jara u jevalwa l-kontenut. Qal li hu ma jhossx li I-PBS ghandu
jsir bullettin board ta’ dak li jintqal mill-partiti politici. Ammetta li 1-istampa tal-huta, li kienet
murija fis-servizz, ma kinitx qed turi prodott fl-iskema izda kompla li bl-ebda mod ma tnehhi
1-bilan¢ u l-imparzjalita.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech wiegeb 1-ghazla tal-prodotti ma kellhiex tinkludi prodotti 1i ma
rahsux. Qal ukoll li biex ma tkunx bulletin board, PBS seta’ intervista izjed nies f’jiem ohra.
Ghamel referenza wkoll ghal reklami 1i kienu ged isiru fuq l-istess tema.

[I-Bord mhux jilga’ l-ilment ghar-ragunijiet segwenti. Is-Sinjura Roberta Albanese Dalli tat
rendikont ¢ar dwar it-thaddim tas-sistema u ma tkellmitx fuq konnessjonijiet politikament
partiggjani izda tat spjega teknika. Dwar id-durata tas-servizz anqas ma jinhass li dan kien
wiehed eccessiv inkwantu 1-fatt li matulu kien hemm Zewg persuni intervistati fosthom anke
sahansitra impjegat ta’ azjenda privata. Rigward dawk il-prodotti 1i ma jaqghux taht 1-iskema,
il-Bord ihoss 1i ghall-fini ta’ professjonalita, PBS seta’ evita l-uzu ta’ prodotti 1i ma jaqghux
taht l-iskema msemmija galadarba kien ged ixandar spjega teknika tal-istess.

1 ta’ Marzu 2023
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 6/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) kontra 1-PBS, nhar
il-Gimgha 2 ta’ Frar 2024 dwar Sound on Tapes (“SOT”) li jixxandru fl-ahbarijiet,
originarjament dwar il-bullettin tal-1 ta’ Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq minn Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali
tal-PN, nhar it-2 ta’ Frar 2024. Dan I-ilment kien indirizzat lill-Ing. Charles Dalli, editor-in-
chief tal-Public Broadcasting Services (“PBS”).

F’dan I-ilment Dr Michael Piccinino ssottometta i kien hemm zbilan¢ fis-Sound on Tapes bejn
dawk mehuda minn rapprezentanti tal-Gvern, inkluz nies politikament appuntati, u dawk
tal-Oppozizzjoni. Originarjament dan I-ilment kien imressaq minhabba intervista mal-Ministru
Owen Bonnici rigward il-Eurovision Song Contest.

Ghal dan l-ilment gew skedati zewg seduti, bl-ewwel wahda organizzata nhar it-22 ta’ Frar
2024 u t-tieni skedata ghall-14 ta’ Marzu 2024. Ghaz-zewg seduti dehru Dr Michael Piccinino
u l-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech ghan-nom tal-PN, filwaqt 1i ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli u 1-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Matul l-ewwel seduta tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, Dr Michael Piccinino talab lill-Bord sabiex jordna
lill-Awtorita tressaq persuna mill-monitoragg sabiex tipprezenta statistika dwar Sound on Tape
minn Marzu tal-2023 ’il quddiem. I¢-Chairman qal li I-Bord kien diga wiegeb ghal din ir-
rikjesta u filwaqt 1i 1-PN kien mistenni jressaq il-provi tieghu sabiex jissustanzja I-ilment
tieghu, il-Bord kien ukoll iggwida lill-PBS sabiex 1gib mieghu l-istatistika mitluba. Qal ukoll
11 I-Awtorita kienet giet rikjesta tigbor l-istess statistika ghal skop komparattiv mill-istess Bord.

Matul l-ewwel seduta Dr Michael Piccinino gal 1i hu ma kellux prova u li t-trattazzjoni tal-
argument kien jiddependi fuq I-istatistika li kien talab lill-Awtoritd. Hu sahaq li 1-
argumentazzjoni u l-provi ta’ dan l-ilment johorgu mill-evidenza partikolari li ghandha tinghata
mill-Awtorita. Qal 1i d-dritt tas-sors tal-informazzjoni hija 1-ghazla ta’ min jilmenta u allura
kien ged jishaq li jinghata statistika numerika ta’ Sound on Tape moghtija min-naha tal-Gvern
u tal-Oppozizzjoni. Qal ukoll li hemmx kontroversja politika jew le fuq ¢erti Sound on Tape
hija tema suggettiva u li t-talba trid tigi milqugha jew mic¢huda.

Dr Mark Vassallo ghadda l-informazzjoni rikjesta lil Dr Michael Piccinino, madankollu Dr
Michael Piccinino baqa’ jinsisti li I-Bord kellu jaccetta t-talba tal-Partit Nazzjonalista biex -
Awtorita tghaddi l-informazzjoni. I¢-Chairman fakkru li d-de¢izjoni prec¢edenti tal-Bord tibga’
tapplika u talab lill-partijiet jallontanaw ghal ftit minuti. Meta kompla s-smigh, Dr Francis
Zammit Dimech issolleva li 1-obbligu tal-Awtorita mhux biss li thares lejn l-imparzjalita u
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kontroversja politika izda din ghandha wkoll tinkludi I-policy pubblika kurrenti u allura kull
indagini minn naha taghha li tipprova tillimita jekk kienx hemm kontroversja politika u jekk
din tirrispekkjax dak 1i tipprovdi ghalih il-Kostituzzjoni. Qal ukoll i Artiklu 119 tal-
Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta jesigi tqassim gust ta’ facilitajiet bejn persuni ta’ partiti politi¢i
differenti.

[¢-Chairman laga’ r-rikjesta tax-xandar ghal differiment peress 1i 1-ilment kien inbidel ghal
wiehed wisq generiku u ghalhekk il-PBS kellu jipprepara d-difiza tieghu.

Matul it-tieni seduta tal-14 ta’ Marzu 2024, Dr Mark Vassallo informa lill-Bord 1i I-istatistika
provduta giet imperrca pubblikament gabel gie konkluz dan 1-ilment.

Dr Michael Piccinino argumenta li 1-ilment huwa fuq bilan¢ fejn jidhlu SOTs bejn il-Gvern u
1-PN bhala 1-Oppozizzjoni. Irrefera ghad-data tad-29 ta’ Marzu 2023 u semma li din kienet id-
data meta l-istess Awtorita hadet dec¢izjoni dwar l-istess tema. Prezenta statistika, mehuda minn
dik ipprezentata mill-PBS fis-seduta precedenti u kompla billi qara siltiet mill-ilment originali,
fejn ikkonkluda b’referenza ghall-istatistika pprezentata mill-PBS 1i skont il-kalkolu tieghu
kienet tindika 351 SOT ghall-kelliema tal-Gvern u 27 ghall-Oppozizzjoni. Qal li filwaqt i 1-
Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir iggwida lix-xandar sabiex josserva l-element tal-bilanc,
f’decizjoni fit-23 t’ Awwissu tal-2022 u ohra fid-29 ta’ Marzu tat-2023, ix-xandar baqa’ jikser
din il-gwida. Dr Michael Piccinino spjega wkoll 1i t-total indikat kien jeskludi kapijiet
ezekuttivi, izda kien jinkludi wkoll lil Dr Lydia Abela, mart il-Prim Ministru.

Fil-kumment gasir tieghu, Dr Francis Zammit Dimech stqarr 1i dan huwa d-distakk minimu li
hemm bejn il-Gvern u I-Oppozizzjoni. Spjega li minimu ghax ma gewx ikkunsidrati sindki,
CEOs, Membri Parlamentari Ewropej u persuni ohra. Qal li 1-PN ged jitlob lill-Bord jinforza
d-decizjonijiet li hu stess ged jaghti inkwantu n-numru ta’ SOTs, ghaliex kien fit-triq it-tajba.
Ghamel ukoll referenza ghall-Artiklu 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta bhalma kien ghamel fl-
ewwel seduta. Dr Francis Zammit Dimech irrefera ghal stazzjonijiet barranin u qal li hija xi
haga anakronistika 1i tittiched pozizzjoni tal-Ministru biss bla ma tittiched dik tal-
Oppozizzjoni. Appella lill-Awtorita sabiex tiehu azzjoni hi stess minn monitoragg regolari
sabiex dawn id-distakki jigu regolati ghax skontu l-istatistika ma tirriflettix dak mistenni
f’soc¢jeta demokratika.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb ghar-referenzi dwar Artiklu 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta u cioe
l-imparzjalita u 1-bilan¢. Qal i I-1igi titlob li t-tqassim tal-hin ikun “b’mod xieraq” bejn partiti
politi¢i differenti u 1i wiehed ma jridx jinsa li meta dan l-artiklu kien introdott fil-Kostituzzjoni,
kien hemm stazzjon wiehed biss, li kien ix-xandir pubbliku. Qal 1i llum hemm stazzjonijiet
ohra izda l-enfasi tal-bilan¢ donnu tezisti ghall-PBS biss inkwantu persuni ta’ partiti politici
differenti. Qal 1i meta wiehed jara 1-figuri tal-istatistika, jinhasad ghall-ewwel. Izda bhalma I-
figuri ¢irkostanzjali jqarrqu u jahsdu, kif jista’ jidher f’dan il-kaz, trid madankollu ssir analizi
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ta’ dawn 1-SOTs. Kompla li x-xandir mhux ibbazat biss fuq SOTs u li anzi, dawn huma parti
zghira mix-xandir ta’ madwar 3 sa 5 fil-mija tal-ahbarijiet. Semma li meta l-istazzjon jir¢ievi
stqarrija, din ikollha tingieb u l-istess agir qed jigi mistenni dwar 1-SOTs ukoll issa. Skontu,
dan ir-ragunament ibiddel 1-ahbarijiet f’ “‘bulletin board’. Dr Mark Vassallo qara wkoll temi ta’
diversi SOTs, fejn ma kinitx tezisti kontroversja politika dwarhom u anqas ma jaghmel sens li
tittiehed il-veduta 1-ohra ghalihom. Dr Mark Vassallo semma wkoll li 1-ezer¢izzju 1i qed isir
hawn huwa dwar tezistix kontroversja. Fejn din tezisti, wiehed jistagsi jekk intlahaqgx il-bilan¢
mill-istess xandar. Ikkonkluda billi gal 1i t-telespettatur komuni mhux necessarjament jithem
x’inhuma SOTs. Qal li mhumiex l-unika mezz biex jintlahaq bilan¢ u i minn dejjem kien hemm
konc¢entrazzjoni ta’ dak i ged jaghmel il-Gvern fuq l-ahbarijiet. Temm billi gal 1i bilfors se jkun
hemm zbilan¢ u stagsa kif jista’ jkun tohloq bilan¢ bejn dak 1i ged jghid il-Gvern u dak li jghidu
nies minn partiti ohra.

Dr Mark Vassallo ghamel referenza wkoll ghal Artiklu 13 ta’ Kap. 350 u qal li dan jirreferi
ghall-facilitajiet u mhux ghall-SOTs, fejn il-bilan¢ jintlahaq permezz ta’ kull xandira u mhux
mill-SOTs biss. Qal li skont I-istess ligi I-bilan¢ irid ikun “xieraq” u mhux “numeriku”.

Dr Michael Piccinino wiegeb li 1-Qorti Kostituzzjonali diga kienet ikkonkludiet li I-bilan¢ irid
ikun bejn il-Gvern u 1-Oppozizzjoni. Semma diversi ezempji fejn kien hemm SOTs fuq
kontroversja politika, nkluz il-bagit, fejn ma kienx hemm SOTs mehuda mill-Oppozizzjoni.
Qal li minn Marzu 2023 sal-10 ta’ Novembru 2023, kien hemm 14 -il SOT tal-Gvern dwar il-
bagit. Semma wkoll diversi ezempji ohra fejn il-kontroversja kienet tezisti.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech ikkjarifika l-interpretazzjoni u qal 1i skontu, il-Kostituzzjoni
tirreferi ghall-current public policy u li din mhix necessarjament kontroversja politika. Qal 1i
din ghandha zewg fatturi. L-ewwel huwa meta perezempju 1-Prim Ministru jzur pajjizi ohra u
fejn allura jittieched SOT. F’dawn i¢-Cirkustanzi qal 1i ma ghandhomx jittiechdu SOTs tal-
Ministri ghax dawn iservu biss biex jikber l-izbilan¢. Dwar it-tieni, huwa rrefera ghal
programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti fejn 1-Oppozizzjoni gatt ma jkollha vantagg numeriku jew oltré
fuq i1l-Gvern. Ghalhekk skontu ma jistax wiehed logikament jikkonkludi li bl-argument ta’
bilan¢ ta’ 50:50 fi grajjiet kurrenti, jigi kkoregut zbilanc ta’ 351(Gvern):27(Oppozizzjoni) mill-
SOTs fl-ahbarijiet.

Wara li gew ipprezentati s-sottomissjonijiet miz-zewg partijiet, il-Bord ghadda sabiex janalizza
l-informazzjoni u l-argumenti mressqa kif ukoll jirreferi ghal-ligijiet Citati.

Fid-decizjoni tat-23 t” Awwissu 2022, 1-Awtorita kienet semghet ilment dwar bulletin spe¢ifiku,
cio¢ dak tal-14 ta’ Lulju 2022. It-tieni parti ta’ dan l-ilment kienet tittratta 1-izbilan¢ fI-SOTs
fejn permezz tal-Avukat Mark Vassallo, ix-xandar pubbliku kien ressaq dawn l-argumenti:
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“Fir-rigward tat-tieni parti tal-ilment Dr Mark Vassallo pprezenta statistika min-naha tal-PBS
dwar in-numru ta’ press releases li nhargu mid-DOI u mill-Partit Nazzjonalista u [-Partit
Laburista u statistika dwar in-numru ta’ Sound on Tape i xxandru fil-bullettini tal-ahbarijiet
bejn Mejju u Lulju 2022.”

Wara li stharrget dawn il-fatti 1-Awtorita kienet iddecidiet:

“F’zewg seduti li inzammew fit-3 u fit-8 ta’ Awwissu, [-Awtorita semghet l-ilment tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista kontra [-PBS rigward ir-rappurtagg tas-sentenza tal-Qorti li fetah il-Partit
Nazzjonalista kontra [-PBS, I-Awtorita tax-Xandir, il-Ministru ta’ dak iz-Zmien Carmelo Abela
u l-Avukat tal-Istat. L-Awtorita sabet li I-PBS kien korrett fir-rappurtagg tas-sentenza izda
osservat li wagqt ir-rappurtagg tal-konferenza tal-ahbarijiet minn Dr Bernard Grech
b’reazzjoni ghall-istess sentenza tal-Qorti, il-PBS ma hax kumment tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni.
L-Awtorita dderigiet lill-PBS biex tinghata attenzjoni kbira ghall-mod meta jittiehdu |-
kummenti lill-politici. Minhabba [-fatt li mill-istatistika li giet esebita waqt is-smigh jirrizulta
zbilan¢ gawwi u nett bejn is-Sound on Tape li jittiehdu mill-kelliema tal-Gvern u dawk tal-
Oppozizzjoni, I-Awtorita dderigiet lill-istazzjon biex jaccerta li jkun hemm rapprezentanza
xierqa fin-numru ta’intervisti li jixxandru matul il-bullettini tal-ahbarijiet bejn il-kelliema tal-
Gvern u l-kelliema tal-OppoZzizzjoni.”

Id-dec¢izjoni tad-29 ta’ Marzu 2023 kienet dwar SOTs f’dati specifici, cio¢ dawk 1i ssemmew
fl-ilment, u allura ghall-bullettini tat-28 ta’ Frar, 1-1 ta’ Marzu u t-2 ta’ Marzu tal-istess sena.
F’din id-dec¢izjoni I-Awtorita rrimarkat:

“..I-Awtorita rat li minkejja i n-numru ta’ intervisti mal-kelliema tal-Gvern naqas
drastikament qed twissi lill-istazzjon li ghandu jaghmel sforz u fejn ikun hemm bzonn isiru
intervisti ma’ kelliema tal-Oppozizzjoni u dawn ghandhom ikunu inkluzi fil-bullettin. Jidher li
l-istazzjon ghamel sforz biex inaqqas in-numru ta’intervisti ma’ Ministri, izda innotat li I-PBS
ghadu mhux qed jiehu kummenti ta’ kelliema tal-Oppozizzjoni meta u jekk ikun mehtieg”

Id-decizjoni tal-Awtorita ghal dak I-ilment kienet:

“L-Awtorita rat li n-numru ta’intervisti mal-kelliema tal-Gvern naqas minn decizjoni li kienet
hadet l-istess Awtorita fil-konfront tal-PBS fix-xhur li ghaddew, izda xorta ma ttehdux
kummenti minn kelliema tal-OppoZzizzjoni. Ghaldagstant I-Awtorita lagghet I-ilment tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista.”

L-ilment imressaq mill-PN nhar it-2 ta’ Frar 2024 huwa wiehed generiku hafna ghaliex huwa
fuq medda twila ta’ zmien u marbut biss mal-SOTs fl-ahbarijiet.
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[I-Bord stharreg Artiklu 13(f) ta’ Kap.350 1i jesigi dwar wiehed mid-doveri marbuta mal-
licenzja tax-xandar, fejn ghandha “tinzamm I-imparzjalita dovuta dwar hwejjeg ta’
kontroversja politika jew industrijali jew 1i ghandhom x’jagsmu ma’ policy pubblika kurrenti”.

Stharreg ukoll Artiklu 119(1) tal-Kostituzzjoni li jippreskrivi li “tkun funzjoni tal-Awtorita
dwar ix-Xandir li tizgura illi, safejn ikun possibbli, f’dawk is-servizzi ta’ xandir ta’ smigh u
televizjoni li jistghu jkunu provduti f’Malta, tigi mizmuma imparzjalita xierqa dwar hwejjeg
ta’ kontroversja politika jew industrjali jew li jirriferixxu ghal policy pubblika kurrenti u illi
I-facilitajiet u I-hin ta’ xandir huma mgassma b’mod xieraq bejn persuni li jkunu ta’ partiti
politi¢i differenti”.

[1-Bord ghamel ukoll referenza ghall-elementi li jikkostitwixxu I-ahbarijiet u li jinkludi voice
clips[1]u SOTs[2], coverages[3], mistiedna fl-ahbarijiet biex jaghtu l-veduta taghhom,
kollegamenti, rappurtagg ta’ konferenzi stampi u stqarrijiet fost elementi ohra. Jinnota wkoll li
1-SOTs wahedhom mhumiex dejjem suffi¢jenti sabiex fil-mankanza ta’ veduti ta’ partiti politi¢i
differenti, jinstab zbilanc.

[I-Bord huwa ghalhekk tal-opinjoni li filwaqt li 1-SOTs huma tassew parti mill-bullettin
tal-ahbarijiet, l-attenzjoni princ¢ipali ghall-kuncett tal-bilan¢ trid tkun fuq ix-xandira intiera.
Innota wkoll 1i l-istatistika numerika mhix ta’ importanza ewlenija fejn jidhlu SOTs u dan
minhabba diversi ragunijiet fosthom fejn ma tkunx tezisti ebda kontroversja politika jew fejn
ma tkunx qed tigi trattata policy kurrenti. Biss filwaqt li huwa ovvju u mistenni li n-numru ta’
SOTs minn kelliema tal-Gvern ikun jecCedi dak ta’ partiti politiCi ohra, ma jistax jinghad li
dawn ma ghandhomx il-jedd li jibdew kontroversja huma jew inkella li jitilfu I-okkazjoni ta’
SOT sempli¢iment ghall-fatt li ma organizzaw ebda attivita specifika fuq it-tema. Minhabba
dawn l-aspetti kollha, ma tistax tixghel ebda bozza b’mod awtomatiku dwar I-element tal-
bilan¢, sempli¢ciment minn statistika numerika. Dan johrog ukoll mill-ezempju ta’ meta I-Prim
Ministru jaghmel zjara {’pajjiz iehor u fejn allura ma jkunx hemm dubju li SOT tittiehed f”dan
il-kaz. I1zda li dan l-ezempju jew sitwazzjonijiet simili jigu segwiti b’numru ta’ SOTs ohra mill-
Ministri, dan iservi biss biex jizdied l-izbilanc.

Ghalhekk il-Bord ghadda sabiex jevalwa t-temi tal-SOTs u osserva li skont l-istatistika
tal-Awtorita, bhal fil-kaz, perezempju matul Novembru 2023, ix-xahar tal-Bagit u li matulu
kien hemm ukoll strajk organizzat mill-Malta Union of Teachers, kien jezisti zZbilan¢ notevoli
bejn SOTs tal-Gvern u ta’ partiti politici differenti.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiiet il-Bord mhux sodisfatt bil-grad ta’ bilan¢ milhuq mix-xandar pubbliku,
almenu fix-xhur li matulhom kien hemm aspettattiva ragonevoli ta’ veduti politi¢i diversi akbar.
[1-fatt 1i 1-analizi tal-bilan¢ mhix wahda sempli¢i, ma ghandhiex isservi bhala difiza awtomatika
ghall-gustifikazzjoni ta’ zbilan¢i notevoli f’diversi elementi 1i jikkostitwixxu I-bullettini
tal-ahbarijiet. Ghalhekk il-Bord qieghed jilqga’ dan I-ilment u ged ic¢anfar 1ill-PBS u jidderiegi
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1ill-PBS biex jaghmel 1-almu tieghu u jiehu I-kummenti tal-Oppozizzjoni u fejn ikun hemm il-
htiega ta’ partiti ohra f’kazijiet ta’ kontroversa politika jew policies kurrenti. Fin-nuqqas
repetittiv ta’ dan, ma jkunx hemm triq ohra ghajr mizuri ulterjuri.

Bhala parti mid-decizjoni, il-Bord qieghed ukoll jiggwida lix-xandar sabiex fil-jum li tohrog
id-decizjoni jaqra dan is-sunt matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet:

“F’Zewg seduti li nzammu fit-22 ta’ Frar 2024 u fl-14 ta’ Marzu 2024, il-Bord tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir sema’ l-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra [-PBS rigward intervisti li
jsiru fil-bullettini tal-ahbarijiet. F’dan l-ilment il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir analizza
bullettini ta’ ahbarijiet li xxandru fuqg medda ta’ hdax-il xahar, cioe minn April 2023 sa Frar
2024, u sab tqassim ta’ hin mhux xieraq fl-uzu ta’intervisti u kummenti minhabba li [-intervisti
ma’ Ministri u esponenti tal-Gvern sebqu fin-numru dawk l-intervisti tal-Oppozizzjoni u partiti
politici differenti. Kif gara f’decizjonijiet simili precedenti, il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir
Jjithem il-fatt li l-esponenti tal-Gvern ikunu intervistati b’mod iZjed regolari ghar-raguni li
huma responsabbli ghall-amministrazzjoni. Il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir gies li statistika
numerika mhix il-kejl gust tal-kuncett tal-imparzjalita izda innota fl-istess wagqt il-fatt li xandar
ma jistax jeskludi vucijiet ohra meta u fejn possibbli. Ghaldagstant ghandu jinghata ¢-cans li
Jjittiehdu kummenti fl-ahbarijiet minn esponenti ta’ partiti politici differenti fejn tidhol il-
kontroversja politika u [-policy pubblika kurrenti. Il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ihoss li I-
PBS ghandu [-obbligu biex josserva u jaccerta l-imparzjalita u li fin-nuqqas repetittiv ta’ din
l-osservanza jkunu mehtiega mizuri ulterjuri. Filwagqt li [-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir laga’ -
ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista, idderiega lill-PBS jaqra dan is-sunt bhala parti mid-decizjoni.”

25 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 03/2024 Numru 5
Ref:07/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward rappurtagg dwar il-protesta tal-bdiewa tat-2 ta’ Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra I-PBS rigward rappurtagg dwar
il-protesta tal-bdiewa tat-2 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru 1-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino esprima li l-attitudni generali tal-PBS fuq sound on tape ghandha
relevanza u qal li fl-ewwel protesta mill-bdiewa tat-2 ta’ Frar 2024, ix-xandira tal-PBS kellha
tinkludi sound on tape mill-istess bdiewa u mhux ta’ entita ohra. Minflok, il-PBS ghogobha ma
£¢ib ebda sound on tape taghhom izda kummenti li ghadda I-PM. Dan meta skontu, l-protesta
ma kellhiex konnessjoni mal-Gvern u anqas mal-Partit Laburista (“PL”’). Kompla li s-sound on
tape tal-Gvern ingieb filwagqt li I-kummenti tal-Oppozizzjoni ngiebu f’servizz separat.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal 11 I-PBS ghandu I-izjed udjenza f’Malta u li ' madwar 40 sena kienet
l-ewwel darba li nizlu l-bdiewa jipprotestaw. Qal ukoll li mat-tieni protesta, il-PBS ma
rrepetiex l-istess zball u ttiehdu I-kummenti tal-bdiewa u tal-Oppozizzjoni.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech irrefera ghal stazzjonijiet ohra madwar 1-Ewropa u qal li ebda
wiehed minnhom ma intervista 1-Prim Ministru tal-pajjiz minflok il-bdiewa.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li r-rappurtagg kien viziv ghall-ahhar, fejn anke dehru I-bdiewa
jipprotestaw. Qal li b’differenza ghal pajjizi ohra tal-Unjoni Ewropea, il-Gvern ta’ Malta ta
ragun lill-bdiewa. Irrefera wkoll ghall-15 ta’ Frar 2024 meta s-sound on tape tal-PM u tal-Kap
tal-Oppozizzjoni ttiechdu wara xulxin. Dr Mark Vassallo rrimarka li hija ta’ valur li 1-PM johrog
jipprotesta mal-bdiewa. Qal 1i fit-tieni protesta 1-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni kien hemm u allura
ttiched sound on tape tieghu wkoll. Kompla 1i fl-ewwel protesta I-PN ged jilmenta li ma gewx
intervistati 1-bdiewa u li naqsu milli josservaw li I-bdiewa inghataw i¢-Cans jesprimu ruhhom
matul programmi ta’ diskussjoni: Xtra tat-12 ta’ Frar, Popolin tal-21 ta’ Frar, Insights tal-15
ta’ Frar u Vi jew Vatat-3 ta’ Frar u tas-17 ta’ Frar 2024.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech irribatta li 1-ahbarijiet huma kategorija ghalihom u li 1-fatt i ma
ttiehdux il-bdiewa jindika ksur, spe¢jalment jekk fil-programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti ntlahaq
ukoll bilan¢ bil-kummenti tal-Gvern.

[1-Bord innota l-argumenti mressqa mill-PN u d-difiza tal-PBS. Irreferiet ukoll ghall-filmati
mxandra fejn il-bdiewa li kienu qed jipprotestaw dehru fl-isfond tal-Prim Ministru li kien ged
jikkomunika gbil mal-preokkupazzjonijiet taghhom fejn sahansitra tahom ragun. Innota wkoll
li 1-PBS stieden lill-bdiewa jghaddu l-veduti taghhom fi spazju ferm itwal fi programmi
differenti ta’ grajjiet kurrenti u li filwaqt li I-programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti ma ghandhomx
jigu kkunsidrati fil-kuntest ta’ bilan¢ ma’ dak li jkun imxandar matul bullettin tal-ahbarijiet,
madankollu I-fatt 1i l-istess bdiewa dehru fix-xandira, kien gie trazmess ukoll id-dizappunt
taghhom. Innutat ukoll li fit-tieni protesta, fejn il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni kien prezenti, ittichdu
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l-kummenti tieghu wkoll. Finalment il-Bord osserva 1i 1-PN kellu kull dritt iressaq ilment a bazi
tal-L.S.350.06 izda peress li ma kienx suggett tal-allegat ksur, ma setax jistenna li jir¢ievi xi
forma ta’ rimedju. 11-Bord mhux jilga’ dan l-ilment.

1 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 9
Ref: 8/24




ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward ir-rappurtagg dwar l-abbozz tal-Parlament dwar it-twaqqif
tal-Awtorita dwar il-Klima matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tal-4 ta’ Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra I-PBS rigward ir-rappurtagg
dwar l-abbozz tal-Parlament dwar it-twaqqif tal-Awtorita dwar il-Klima matul il-bullettin
tal-ahbarijiet tal-4 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino spjega li ma kien hemm ebda intervista jew sound on tape
tal-Oppozizzjoni. Kompla li 1-vot fil-Parlament (it-tieni qari) spi¢¢a jumejn gabel, cio¢ meta
1-Ministru ghamel il-winding up, u 1-PBS xandar dan.

L-Ing. Charles Dalli qabel li s-servizz fuq l-ahbarijiet kien jittratta 1-funzjoni tal-Awtorita dwar
il-Klima u wiegeb ghal mistogsija li saritlu mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo dwar id-dati ta’ meta
1-PN kien irrilaxxa stqarrija dwar it-tema u ngiebet mill-PBS. Qal li d-dati kienu 1-31 ta’ Jannar
2024 fejn nghata rapport fil-Parlament bl-involviment ukoll tal-PN. Fis-7 ta’ Frar 2024 u fis-16
ta’ Frar 2024 kien hemm ukoll intervent mill-PN. Mistogsi dwar il-pjanijiet tal-PBS dwar x’se
tkun il-pozizzjoni tal-PBS rigward 1-Oppozizzjoni fil-gimghat li gejjin, 1-Ing. Charles Dalli qal
li se jitkomplew l-istediniet fuq programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti u coverages fejn ikun hemm
stqarrijiet.

Dr Mark Vassallo gal li wara x-xhieda tal-editur registrat, qed jiddikjara li fil-gimghat i gejjin
il-PBS se tkun ged torganizza n-numru ta’ programmi ta’ diskussjoni dwar dan is-suggett li
matulhom se jigu mistiedna kelliema tal-Oppozizzjoni.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li mill-fatti nhareg li kien hemm zbilan¢ fil-kontenut tax-xandir u li
ged issir referenza ghall-futur u mhux ghal dak 1i gara. Qal 1i I-bilan¢ ta’ bejn il-Gvern u
1-Oppozizzjoni vis-a-vis il-PL u 1-PN mhux jintlahaq. Ghalhekk hemm Zbilan¢ u imparzjalita.
Filwagqt li ngieb il-Ministru ma ngiebx ix-Shadow Minister.

Dr Mark Vassallo insista li anke I-ligi stess ma tipprevenix rigward in-numru ta’ minuti jew ta’
sound on tapes. Qal li I-veduti tal-PN dwar din it-tema, infatti ngieb diversi drabi wkoll kif diga
gie msemmi. Qal li issa mhux jigi diskuss il-generiku izda li ged isir micro-management. Temm
l-intervent tieghu billi qal li b’dak imxandar diga kien hemm bilan¢ u imparzjalita u b’dak i se
Jigi mxandar se jkompli jigi infurzat dan.

F’intervent gsajjar, Dr Francis Zammit Dimech esprima li ghall-kompletezza s-servizz kien
ikun ahjar kieku ttiehdet il-fehma tal-Oppozizzjoni u li ma ghandux ikun limitat il-fatt

tal-kontroversja politika imma anke ta’ policy pubblika kurrenti.

Wara li I-Bord wiezen il-fatti mressqa u rrefera wkoll ghall-kuncetti tal-kontroversja politika u
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l-policy pubblika kurrenti. Filwaqt i l-elementi tal-imparzjalita dovuta japplika ghaz-zewg
kuncetti, jinhass illi din l-applikazzjoni hija izjed pezanti f’kaz ta’ kontroversja politika. F’dan
il-kaz din it-tema kienet ghadha ma dahlitx f’qafas kontroversjali u ghalhekk 1-immedjatezza
ta’ li taghti 1-veduta 1-ohra fl-istess feature ftit li xejn seta’ jigi osservat. Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet
il-Bord mhux jilga’ dan l-ilment.

5 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 10
Ref: 10/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward in-nuqqas ta’ xandir ghall-istqarrija tal-PN dwar il-Malta
Eurovision Song Contest fl-ahbarijiet tal-5 ta' Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra 1-PBS rigward stqarrija tal-PN
dwar il-Malta Eurovision Song Contest fuq TVM News tal-5 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino spjega li 1-Eurovision ta’ din is-sena qanqal diversi reazzjonijiet
mill-pubbliku. Qal li I-ghada tal-Eurovision il-PN baghat stqarrija dwar il-festival, u li dakinhar
il-PBS naqas milli jxandar il-kontenut ta’ din l-istqarrija. Qal li minkejja li din giet imbaghad
imxandra filghaxija, kien hemm partijiet li thallew barra.

Dr Michael Piccinino semma wkoll fil-5 ta’ Frar, minghajr ma giet imxandra l-istqarrija tal-PN,
PBS hareg kundanna dwar 1-“attakki personali” 1i gal 1i sehhew permezz tal-istqarrija tal-PN
fuq uffi¢jali tieghu.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech zied 1i PBS kellu jkun izjed attent jekk tezisti kritika fuq l-operat
tal-PBS dwar xi haga li tolqot il-komunita Maltija. Qal ukoll 1i I-PBS ma ghandhiex tidhol u
tindahal fil-mod ta’ kif tigi kritikata izda minflok tkun izjed b’idejha miftuha. Qal 1i 1-PBS
ghandu jkollha sensittivita li thoss 1i sar zball kbir 1i jwegga’ lill-poplu u filwagqt li tikkumenta
dwar il-kritika ma tinvertax l-ordni.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li anke I-Eurovision ged jigi politi¢izzat sempliciment ghax tkellem
il-Ministru Owen Bonnici. Semma wkoll li fiz-zmien, Dr Francis Zammit Dimech innifsu kien
jaghti t-trophies. Hu qal 1i din id-darba d-differenza kienet li flok ghotja ta’ trophies, saret
intervista. Hu rrefera wkoll ghal x’qal il-PN fl-istqarrija fejn mit-tielet paragrafu ’l isfel saru
akkuzi li gew irrappurtati. Tenna li I-akkuzi saru primarjament kontra Dr Mark Sammut u I-Ing.
Charles Dalli. Kompla li din 1-istqarrija, bi kritika fuq zewg ufficjali, tperrcet mal-midja kollha.
Dr Mark Vassallo rega’ rrefera ghall-istqarrija tal-PN u stagsa lill-Bord jikkuntrastah ma’ dak
li gab il-PBS sabiex jara l-ilment kien fattwali.

II-Bord innota li l-istqarrija tal-PN dwar il-Eurovision giet irrappurtata fil-5 ta’ Frar 2024 u
ghaldagstant mhux jilga’ l-ilment.

1 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 6
Ref: 11/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward id-dritt ta’ risposta fil-konfront tal-PBS dwar il-Malta
Eurovision Song Contest

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra 1-PBS rigward id-dritt ta’ risposta
li I-PN ghazel li jezer¢ita fil-konfront tal-PBS dwar il-Malta Eurovision Song Contest.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino rrefera ghad-dritt ta’ risposta li ntbaghtet lill-PBS nhar il-5 ta’ Frar 2024
fit-15:42, segwita minn skambju ta’ emails. Kompla li 1-PBS, bhala xandar pubbliku, xandar li
ried hu u mhux dak imnizzel fir-risposta tal-partit. Hu kkwota mil-ligi li dritt ta’ risposta,
Art.8.15.1 tal-L.S.350.14, ghandu jinghata bl-istess prominenza izda fil-fatt din is-suppost dritt
ta’ risposta xxandret ferm aktar ’l isfel fil-bullettin. Innota wkoll i skont I-istatistika, il-bidu u
t-tmiem tal-ahbarijiet ma jgawdux l-istess prominenza.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li d-dritt ta’ risposta mhux dritt li mhux sindikabbli jew li jaghtik
mano libera li strettament ixxandar dak mibghut. Dr Mark Vassallo rrefera ghal Art.8.15.2
tal-L..S.350.14 dwar il-pregudizzju ghal Art.21 tal-Att dwar l-Istampa. Hu gara t-test tal-ligi
dwar ir-restrizzjoni li tapplika fuq id-dritt tar-risposta. Kompla billi qabbel l-istqarrija tal-PN
ma’ dan it-test. Dr Mark Vassallo gharraf lill-Bord li Dr Michael Piccinino gie mwiegeb ukoll.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech qal li filwaqt li 1-1igi tirreferi ghall-Att dwar I-Istampa, ma jfissirx
11 1-Ligi tax-Xandir ma ghandhiex tigi rispettata. Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li dan mhux il-kaz
ghax il-ligi li tirreferi ghad-dritt ta’ risposta hija ben maghrufa.

[I-Bord osserva r-referenza li saret minn Dr Michael Piccinino ghal Art.8.15.1(iv)
tal-L.S.350.14 dwar il-prominenza u mhux isib ksur ghall-fatt li 1-ordni tal-bulletin ta’ madwar
biss 30 minuta, jappartjeni ghad-diskrezzjoni editorjali. Dwar ir-referenza ghal Art.8.15.1(ii),
il-Bord innota li din tikkuntrasta ma’ Art.8.15.1(iv), madankollu nnota t-traskrizzjoni
tax-xandira tas-6 ta’ Frar 2024 fejn il-PBS kien xandar ir-rwoli tal-persuni msemmija
fir-risposta tal-PN. Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord mhux jilga’ dan l-ilment.

1 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 7
Ref: 12/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward in-nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg ta’ parti mill-istqarrija tal-PN dwar
it-tnehhija tal-Kap Ezekuttiv ta’ Transport Malta fl-ahbarijiet ta> TVM tal-10 ta’ Frar
2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra il-PBS rigward in-nuqqas ta’
rappurtagg ta’ stqarrija tal-PN dwar il-Kap Ezekuttiv ta’ Transport Malta, tali rappurtagg
ixxandar matul il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tal-10 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino argumenta li 1-PBS ma xandarx l-allegazzjoni tal-PN li 1-Kap Ezekuttiv
ta’ Transport Malta kien tke¢¢a u sahaq li la kien hemm pronunzja u anqas verifika dwar dan.

Ghal dan, Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li kif ikkonferma I-Ing. Charles Dalli permezz tar-risposta
tieghu datata 16 ta’ Frar 2024, harget stqarrija mill-Gvern li ddikjarat li kien hemm CEO gdid
u li dak precedenti kien irrizenja. Qal li kieku kien hemm akkuza kriminali u I-Ministru jkollu
hjiel li se jittiehdu proceduri ma kinux johorgu stqarrija bhal din.

Dr Francis Zammit Dimech wiegeb li jservi ta’ gid ghall-PBS jekk jipprattika gurnalizmu ta’
immedjatezza.

Wara li 1-Bord ikkunsidra 1-fatti migjuba, sab li x-xandira Imentata kienet attwali u nieqsa
mill-ispekulazzjoni. Ghal din ir-raguni mhux jilga’ l-ilment.

5 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 12
Ref: 14/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) rigward l-ahbarijiet ta’ TVM tat-12 ta’ Frar 2024 dwar il-mod ta’ kif
ittiehdu s-sound on tape fuq l-investiment fit-Taqsima Marittima tal-Protezzjoni Civili

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra 1-PBS rigward l-ahbarijiet ta’
TVM tat-12 ta’ Frar 2024 dwar il-mod ta’ kif ittichdu s-sound on tape fuq l-investiment
fit-Taqsima Marittima tal-Protezzjoni Civili.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru I-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino ta sfond tal-ilment kif imressaq u kompla li 1-PBS gab is-sound on tape
tal-Ministru Byron Camilleri. Irrefera ghall-Art.2.1.1 tal-L.S.350.14 “grajja gdida jew kif
ghadha kif sehhet” u gal li ma setax ikun li kien il-kaz meta I-grajja tkun sehhet 4 snin gabel.
Skont Dr Michael Piccinino, dak 1i gal il-Ministru Byron Camilleri huwa l-oppost ta’ 1i qed
tghid il-ligi ghax huwa repetizzjoni ta’ xi haga li ntqalet iktar minn 3 snin ilu. Minkejja li
1-Gvern jista’ jiftahar bl-investiment li ghamel u ttieched ukoll sound on tape tal-Prim Ministru,
1zda s-sound on tape tal-Ministru kienet dwar xi haga 11 ma ghandha x’tagsam xejn dwar l-istess
tema.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li qed issir fissazzjoni fuq sound on tape. Irrefera ghas-servizz
b’investiment ta’ nofs miljun u kkonferma li kien hemm sound on tape gasir tal-Prim Ministru
u iehor tal-Ministru dwar il-ftehim kollettiv. Tenna 1i hemm tentattiv ta’ micro management.
Qal ukoll li 1-L..S.350.14 huma linji gwida u ma hemm xejn “set in stone dwarhom”. Dan
l-ilment ma kellux jitressaq ghaliex huwa frivolu u vessatorju bhal uhud mill-ilmenti li
pprezenta 1-Partit Nazzjonalista dan 1-ahhar. [1-Bord analizza 1-ilment u kkonferma li 1-filmat
tal-Ministru Byron Camilleri kien dwar materja diskussa madwar 4 snin qabel, madankollu
kien xorta wahda parti mill-ftehim kollettiv diskuss. Ghall-fini ta’ precizjoni u attwalita,
il-Bord hass 1i ghandu jilga’ 1-ilment kif ukoll li jidderiegi lix-xandar jaqra dan is-sunt:

“Ill-Bord qieghed jilqga’ l-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista inkwantu l-intervista mal-Ministru
Byron Camilleri li xxandret fit-12 ta’ Frar 2024 wagqt servizz dwar investiment fit-Tagsima
Marittima tal-Protezzjoni Civili. Dan minhabba nuqgqas ta’ precizjoni u attwalita peress li
d-diskors tal-Ministru Byron Camilleri, dwar il-ftehim kollettiv tal-korpi dixxiplinati kien fuq
ftehim iffirmat f1-2020.”

5 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 13
Ref: 16/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (“PN”) vs Public Broadcasting
Services (“PBS”) u assistit mill-akkuza, dwar sound on tape fir-rappurtagg tad-dibattitu
tal-Parlament matul l-ahbarijiet tad-19 ta’ Frar 2024

L-Awtorita kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-PN kontra I-PBS u assistit mill-akkuza dwar
sound on tape fir-rappurtagg tad-dibattitu tal-Parlament matul 1-ahbarijiet tad-19 ta’ Frar 2024.

Matul is-smigh tat-22 ta’ Frar 2024, dehru Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista, assistit mill-Avukat Francis Zammit Dimech. Ghall-PBS dehru 1-Ing. Charles
Dalli bhala editor-in-chief, assistit mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Mark Vassallo rregistra ammissjoni ghall-ilment assistit mill-akkuza u spjega li kien sar
zball 1i l-istazzjon kien irrettifika.

L-ilment u l-akkuza kienu jittrattaw in-nuqqas ta’ voice clip tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni Dr
Bernard Grech wagqt id-dibattitu Parlamentari li kien jittratta t-twaqqif ta’ Awtorita gdida dwar
il-klima. Filwaqt 1i fl-ahbarijiet tal-14 ta’ Frar ingiebet voice clip tal-Prim Ministru dwar
dibattitu Parlamentari li ttratta l-istess tema, ma garax l-istess fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tad-19
ta’ Frar fir-rigward tar-rappurtagg tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni. Ghaldagstant kien hemm ksur ta’
Artiklu 13(2)(f) tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir imsahha bil-L.S.350.14 Tagsima 4.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord qed jimmulta lix-xandar pubbliku s-somma ta’ €930 skont skema 5 ta’
Kap.350 filwaqt li jordna l-qari ta’ dan is-sunt:

“Il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir investiga Iment assistit b’akkuza fir-rigward tal-ahbarijiet
tad-19 ta’ Frar 2024 li ttratta d-diskors tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni fil-Parlament dwar it-twaqqif
tal-Awtorita tal-Klima, izda ma ttehditx silta mid-diskors kif sehh fil-bullettin tal-14 ta’ Frar
2024 meta gie rrappurtat u ttiehdet silta mid-diskors tal-Prim Ministru. Ghaldagstant il-Bord
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir sab il-PBS hati dwar nuqqas ta’ imparzjalita bejn il-partiti politici.
Ghalhekk, apparti I-multa, I-istazzjon pubbliku gie ordnat jagra dan is-sunt".

5 ta’ Marzu 2024
Smigh 02/2024 Numru 14
Ref: 18/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq minn Imperium Europa kontra 1-PBS rigward
il-programm XTRA

Permezz ta’ Iment datat 23 t’April 2024, is-Segretarju Generali ta’ Imperium Europa (IE),
is-Sur Josiah Vella, ilmenta dwar il-programm XTRA tat-22 ta’ April 2024.
Fil-komunikazzjoni tieghu hu qal 1i l-partit kien mistieden jaghmel introduzzjoni ta’ 10 minuti
11 mid-9 minuti u nofs li damet, il-partecipant thalla jitkellem biss ghal 5 minuti u 6 sekondi.
Qal ukoll 1i l-prezentatur lissen dawn il-kliem “L-ghanijiet taghkom kontroversjali
ghall-mainstream”, “Il-Facebook taghkom juri messagg 1i l-kontenut perikoluz” u
“II-Wikipedia tiddeskrivikom bhala neofaxxisti u tasso¢jakom ma' Adolf Hitler”. Qal ukoll 1i
fost kummenti ohra, il-prezentatur Saviour Balzan semma li “il-Kap taghkom Norman Lowell
huwa kkulurit u kontroversjali u xi kultant jew hafna drabi jizgarra mhux hazin”, "jiena kieku
ma esperjenzajtx at first hand il-mibeghda li tohrog minn halq Norman lowell" u "lI-fundatur
taghkom ipoggi lil Hitler fuq pedestall”.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet hu Imenta li:

(1) l-istazzjon PBS ma osservax l-obbligi tieghu li jistieden lil kulhadd saz-Zmien tal-ilment
uffi¢jali, (ii) fl-istedina tieghu, l-istazzjon xorta wahda ma rrispettax ir-rekwiziti tal-ligi
tax-xandir u dan peress li nnega I-opportunita li partit zghir jiddjaloga ma’ partiti li ghandhom
rapprezentanti fil-Parlament Ewropew u li allura jridu jikkunstrastaw il-veduti ta’ xulxin, (iii)
li 1-format allokat ghal Imperium Europa u partiti zghar ohra kien differenti minn dak li
jgawdu l-partit fil-Gvern u dak fl-Oppozizzjoni, fejn id-djalogu jkun bejniethom u mhux biss
mal-prezentatur, (iv) li 1-hin allokat kien qasir wisq sabiex partit politiku jwassal il-messagg
politiku tieghu b’opportunita bilan¢jata ghal dik moghtija lill-partit fil-Gvern u dak
fl-Oppozizzjoni, (v) li I-hin allokat ma kienx wiehed gustifikat inkwantu I-fatt 1i Imperium
Europa, kif stqarr il-prezentatur stess, sab l-appogg ta’ madwar 3% fl-ahhar elezzjoni.
Minkejja dan, xorta wahda gie moghti l-istess hin dags partit izghar, (vi) li I-prezentatur ma
interrompiex bl-istess mod u angqas ma’ hallat il-mistogsijiet mal-opinjoni personali,
korrusiva, dizilluza u ta’ agenda cara fil-mistogsijiet li saqgsa lil partiti ohra, (vii) li
l-produzzjoni hadet zball kardinali fid-deskrizzjoni tal-parte¢ipant, 1i mhux kandidat tal-partit,
(viii) li mill-istedina ta’ 10 minuti dwar “introduzzjoni”, il-prezentatur interrompa
kontiwament u halla biss 5 minuti u 6 sekondi ghall-parte¢ipant, u (ix) li mill-istedina ta’ 10
minuti, il-prezentatur wahhal lill-partecipant ghal izjed minn 4 minuti fuq tema ta’ storja u
baqga’ jinterrompi s-segwitu feli¢i tat-telespettatur 11 ghandu kull dritt jisma’ messagg 1i partit
politiku kien mistieden sabiex iwassal.

Ghas-seduta tad-29 t’ April 2024, dehru s-Sur Charles Sammut, Tezorier tal-Partit Imperium
Europa, assistit mill-Avukat Emmy Bezzina. Dehru wkoll 1-Ing. Charles Dalli assistit
mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut qal li I-partit gie notifikat b’WhatsApp ghal introduzzjoni fuq
il-programm XTRA u 1i hu stess attenda ghal din id-diskussjoni 1i kellha t-tul ta’ 10 minuti.
Hu Imenta li minn dawn 1-10 minuti hu thalla jitkellem ghal nofs il-hin, cio¢ ghal 5 minuti,
biex primarjament iwiegeb dwar Hitler u I-mistogsijiet maghzula minn Saviour Balzan. Qal li
matul il-hin kollu kien ged jigi interrott u li l-prezentatur ma halliex diskussjoni meta beda
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jwiegeb ghall-mistogsijiet tieghu stess billi jitfa’ 1-kliem f’halq il-parte¢ipant. Qal ukoll li hu
gie definit ukoll bhala kandidat meta dan ma kienx korrett.

Dr Emmy Bezzina qal li I-konduttur ta’ programm ghandu kull dritt jaghzel il-mistogsijiet
izda ma jistax jimmonopolizza fuqu u jelabora fuq dak li suppost ged jghid il-partecipant.
Ikkonkluda ghalhekk 1li Imperium Europa ma nghatax smigh xieraq spec¢jalment meta
lI-prezentatur waqqga’ kollox b’dak 1i semma’ dwar Hitler u I-konnessjonijiet tieghu mal-Partit
Imperium Europa. Hu talab rimedju ghall-hin mitluf mill-opportunita li I-partit inghata biex
ixandar il-messagg tieghu.

Dr Mark Vassallo qgal li fi programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti wiehed jigi mistieden biex iwiegeb
il-mistogsijiet. Qal li I-prezentatur ghandu I-mohh tieghu u allura ghandu opinjoni li tista’ tkun
ta’ natura kontroversjali. Kompla billi semma decizjonijiet tal-Awtorita Ingliza ghaliex skont
hu 1-ligi Maltija ghandha hafna similarita ma’ dik Ingliza. Qal li kif beda, il-prezentatur
Saviour Balzan semma diversi affarijiet. Semma wkoll li meta wiehed jidhol fil-facebook page
ta’ Imperium Europa, dan isib ¢anfira dwar il-kontenut u meta jzur wikipedia, isib li
d-deskrizzjoni ta’ Imperium Europa hija li hu partit neonazista.

Dr Emmy Bezzina wiegeb li I-punt li ged jaghmel is-Sur Charles Sammut huwa 1i hu gie
mmanipulat mill-prezentatur fuq it-tema li trid tigi diskussa u li min ikun mistieden irid
jinghata l-opportunita li jwiegeb.

F’dan l-istadju ¢-Chairperson ikkummenta li 1-prezentatur dahhal lill-partecipant fi sqaq u li
dan ma gharafx johrog minnu. Qal li kien mistenni li persuna li tattendi programm tat-tip se
tkun ged tigi mistogsija fuq temi diversi u li trid taghraf kif se twiegeb dan.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord iddiskuta dan 1-ilment.

I1-Bord irrefera ghat-traskrizzjoni tal-programm u nnota li filwaqt li kien il-prezentatur li
semma lil Hitler l-ewwel, il-parte¢ipant innifsu rega’ ghamel referenza ghalih minn jeddu
minkejja I-fatt 1i 1-prezentatur semma diversi suggetti fl-introduzzjoni tieghu. I1-Bord qabel
mar-rimarka ta¢-Chairperson u ma lagax l-ilment.

2 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 05/2024 Numru 7
Ref: 23/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra I-PBS rigward
il-programm specjali mtella’ mill-istazzjon dwar il-hatra tal-President ta’ Malta

Permezz ta’ email datata 7 ta’ April 2024, is-Segretarju Generali tal-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN)
Dr Michael Piccinino, ilmenta mal-PBS li matul il-programm tal-4 ta’April 2024 rigward
il-hatra tal-President ta’ Malta, inholoq nuqqas ta’ bilan¢ u imparzjalita minhabba intervent
tal-Kummissarju Helena Dalli. Matul dan l-intervent il-Kummissarju Helena Dalli allegat li
1-Oppozizzjoni ma riditx tagbel mal-hatra ta’ ministri li kienu parti mill-Kabinett ta’ Joseph
Muscat. Dr Michael Piccinino qal 1i dan il-kliem waqt Jum t’Ghaqda Nazzjonali, stona
ghall-ahhar.

L-Ing. Charles Dalli, editor-in-chief, wiegeb f1-10 t’April 2024 u spjega li l-istazzjon ried
diskussjoni ta’ maturita politika mhux wahda partiggjana. Madankollu qal 1i saru rimarki
fl-ewwel grupp mill-Prof. Mario Thomas Vassallo li semma’ I-kliem ‘klikka korrotta’. Qal li
I-kumment tal-Kummissarju Helena Dalli kien qasir u izolat f’xandira diretta ta’ sitt sighat u
nofs u li l-istazzjon irrapporta wkoll kummenti li qal il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni waqt l-attivita
politika tas-7 t’ April 2024 dwar l-istess suggett. L-Ing. Charles Dalli kkonkluda bl-opinjoni li
hu ma kienx ged isib gustifikazzjoni ghall-ilment ta’ Dr Michael Piccinino, ghalhekk ma kienx
il-kaz 1i 1-PN jinghata rimedju.

Dr Michael Piccinino wiegeb li ma kienx sodisfatt bir-risposta tax-xandar u talab ghas-smigh.
Matul is-smigh ta’ nhar it-18 t’April 2024, dehru l-Ing. Charles Dalli kif ukoll Dr Mark
Vassallo ghall-PBS, kif ukoll Dr Michael Piccinino ghall-PN.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li f1-4 t’April 2024 inhatret il-President ta’ Malta u bhalma ghamel
tajjeb il-PBS, organizza diskussjoni dwar din it-tema. Qal li ghall-ewwel darba 1-President
giet eletta biz-zewg terzi skont il-ligijiet godda. Kompla li x-xandira ma kinitx tirrifletti
l-ghaqda nazzjonali ghaliex nofs in-nies li kien hemm fil-panel kienu eks Deputati tal-Partit
Laburista (PL). Qal li Dr Helena Dalli kienet ged tissemma bhala persuna kkunsidrata
ghall-Presidenza u minkejja dan, il-PBS xorta hass li kellu jistedinha, ghalhekk ma kienx
hemm bilan¢ fil-panel u li dan deher izjed ¢ar meta l-istazzjon ippermetta I-kumment 1i wassal
ghal dan l-ilment. Dr Michael Piccinino argumenta li fir-risposta tieghu, il-PBS ma riedx
johloq partiggjanizmu izda ried diskussjoni matura. Ghalhekk, skontu, isegwi li
l-kompozizzjoni tal-panel kienet wahda hazina. Qal li 1-PBS ma jistax igib skuza b’kumment
11 ntqal minn xi hadd fil-panel meta anke l-panel innifsu kien Zbilanc¢jat. Semma wkoll li kieku
attenda Dr Tonio Borg, peress li kien mistieden, xorta kien ikun hemm eks Deputat wiehed
mill-PN, filwagqt li ghall-PL kien ikun hemm tlieta. Hu kkonkluda 1i I-PBS anqas biss ipprova
johloq bilanc¢ fil-panel.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li kien hemm gbil Parlamentari ghall-hatra tal-President. Qal li jekk
ghall-kummentarju dwar hatra bejn il-Gvern u I-Oppozizzjoni wiehed se joqghod iqis I-isfond
tal-mistednin, mela allura l-istazzjon irid ikollu mizien u joqghod jizen kull mistieden. Hu qal
li 1-ilment huwa dwar il-kumment li qalet Dr Helena Dalli 1i kienet mistiedna fil-panel. Dr
Mark Vassallo pprezenta dokument b’messagg ta” Dr Tonio Borg li spjega li ma jistax jattendi.
Dwar dan Dr Mark Vassallo gal 1i l-istazzjon ma kellux mod iehor hlief li jipprocedi
bix-xandira diretta. Qal li din ix-xandira kienet qed turi avvenimenti nazzjonali u ma kienx
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hemm I-ebda kontroversja politika dwar is-suggett ittrattat.

Dr Mark Vassallo qgal li I-istazzjon irrapporta r-reazzjoni tal-PN imxandra mill-Kummissarju
Helena Dalli fil-programm meta rrapporta d-diskors tal-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni u ghaldagstant
hass illi jekk kien hemm kaz ta’ Zbilan¢, dan gie indirizzat b’dan ir-rapport. Dwar dan
ipprezenta traskrizzjoni tar-rapport tal-ahbarijiet tad-diskors ta’ Dr Bernard Grech. Dwar
ir-ribatt tax-xandira diretta, Dr Mark Vassallo qal li t-tema kienet il-hatra tal-President u mhux
wahda politika.

Wara s-smigh, il-Bord ghadda sabiex iwiezen l-argumenti mressqa. I1-Bord innota li I-PBS
gustament xandar dan I-avveniment nazzjonali li kien ta’ aktar minn sitt sighat. I1-Bord innota
wkoll li xi kummenti li saru waqt din ix-xandira diretta mill-Kummissarju Dr Helena Dalli
kienu kummenti politi¢i kontroversjali. Thoss li filwaqt 1i huwa difficli biex ikun hemm
kontroll mill-istazzjon ghall-kummenti li jsiru mill-mistiedna, dawn il-kummenti kien
jimmeritahom li l-istazzjon b’xi mod johloq forma ta’ bilan¢. Filwagqt li 1-Bord jithem ukoll 1i
meta mistieden ma jaccettax li jattendi ghall-programm, ix-xandira trid issir xorta wahda, izda
1-PBS seta’ kien izjed kawt billi jara li I-mistiedna jkunu bbilan¢jati u temi li setghu jitqgiesu
kontroversjali jigu rimedjati fl-istess xandira. Ghaldagstant il-Bord ged jilga’ l-ilment u qed
jidderiegi lill-istazzjon jaqra dan is-sunt:

“F’seduta li nzammet fit-18 t’April quddiem [-Awtorita tax-Xandir wara Iment li sar
mill-Partit Nazzjonalista rigward kummenti mill-Kummissarju Dr Helena Dalli waqt
ix-xandira diretta tal-hatra tal-President ta’ Malta, [-Awtorita kkonkludiet li xi kummenti [i
ntqalu kienu kummenti politici kontroversjali. Minhabba f’hekk dawn it-tip ta’ kummenti kien
Jjimmeritahom xi forma ta’ bilanc wagqt l-istess xandira. Fid-dawl ta’ dan, [-Awtorita laqghet
l-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista.”

23 ta’ April 2024
Smigh 04/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 24/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq minn Imperium Europa kontra I-PBS rigward nuqqas
fir-rappurtagg ta’ stqarrija numru 3 tas-26 ta’ Marzu 2024

Permezz ta’ email datata 27 ta’ Marzu 2024, is-Segretarju Generali ta’ Imperium Europa (IE)
indirizza Iment lill-PBS dwar rapportagg ta’ stqarrija tal-istess partit fl-ahbarijiet tat-8:00pm
ta’ TVM, nhar it-Tlieta 26 ta’ Marzu 2024.

Is-Sur Josiah Vella, Segretarju Generali ta’ IE, ilmenta li l-istqarrijiet tal-partit qed ikunu
mgqassra izjed milli ged jintbaghtu minkejja li kien ged jigi accertat 1i 1-istqarrija intiera ma
tihux izjed minn 50 sekonda ta’ gari. Qal ukoll li ¢erti referenzi qed jitnehhew u rrefera
ghall-istqarrija tas-26 ta’ Marzu 2024 li fiha ssemma Dr Joseph Muscat u l-messagg tieghu
dwar is-shubija tal-Izrael fl-Unjoni Ewopea. Is-Sur Josiah Vella Imenta wkoll li 1-logo
tal-partit u l-profil tal-esponent wara I-istqarrija mhux dejjem ged jigu inkluzi.

L-Ing. Charles Dalli wiegeb dan barra miz-zmien stipulat mil-L.S.350.06 meta I-lanjant kien
diga stagsa ghas-smigh.

Ghas-seduta tad-29 t’ April 2024, dehru s-Sur Charles Sammut, Tezorier tal-Partit Imperium
Europa, assistit mill-Avukat Emmy Bezzina. Dehru wkoll I-Ing. Charles Dalli assistit
mill-Avukat Mark Vassallo.

Dr Peter Fenech, ghan-nom tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, beda b’rimarka u qal li
d-direttiva se tkun ged tigi segwita b’reqqa u allura I-fehmiet differenti jridu kultant jinghataw
l-opportunita. Qal li [-Awtorita behsiebha tara i d-direttiva tigi rispettata.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut gal li matul 1-2024 il-Partit Imperium Europa baghat 4 stqarrijiet
1ill-PBS, kollha b’durata 1i hija ta’ inqas minn minuta. Qal li dawn kienu qed jigu mqassra u
li ¢erti riferenzi bhal dawk dwar Dr Joseph Muscat, kienu ged jigu mnehhija minkejja li whud
minn dawn ir-riferenzi jkunu gew irrappurtati fuq il-midja bhal Twitter u l-mezzi so¢jali u
lokali ohra.

Dr Emmy Bezzina kompla li mil-lat legali qed jinghad li qed titwassal stampa li ma
tirrispekkjax dak li qed tghid ezatt Imperium Europa. Qal li jekk tibghat messagg kon¢iz li ma
jhalli xejn x’jista’ potenzjalment jitnehha u li I-partit qed jitlob rimedju fejn dak li thalla barra,
jigi mxandar.

L-Ing. Charles Dalli qal 1i l-ilment huwa fuq stqarrija numru 3 u mhux fuq 1-4 Imenti
msemmija, tali kumment gie sekondat mi¢-Chairperson, is-Sur Frank Farrugia.

Dr Mark Vassallo semma d-diskrezzjoni editorjali u li din hija I-prerograttiva tal-editur. Qal
li mhux ghax kwalunkwe partit politiku jibghat stqarrija, din trid tingieb kollha.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut wiegeb li kien hemm biss 4 stqarrijiet u li matulhom hafna drabi la
l-logo u anqas il-profil ma jigu mxandra minkejja 1i dan kien qed isir fuq l-istess gwida
tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir matul ilmenti precedenti mill-istess partit. 1¢-Chairman
ikkonferma li din l-informazzjoni kienet fl-ilment imressagq.
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Dr Emmy Bezina insista li l-istqarrijiet tant huma qosra li tqassir addizzjonali jammonta ghal
nuqgas minn naha tal-PBS.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord iddiskuta dan l-ilment. II-Bord innota li 1-obbligu
tax-xandar hu 1i jxandar il-gist tal-valur tal-ahbar u mhux l-istqarrija kelma b’kelma kif tigi
mibghuta. I1-Bord sahaq li I-element tad-diskrezzjoni editorjali, li huwa fl-inkarigu tal-editur,
irid jigi rispettat. I1-Bord kien ukoll tal-opinjoni li l-essenza tal-istqarrija Imentata kienet
ingiebet u ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet ma laqghetx l-ilment.

2 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 05/2024 Numru 6
Ref: 9/24



ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq minn Imperium Europa kontra ONE rigward nuqqas ta’
stediniet fil-programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti

Permezz ta’ email datata 12 t* April 2024, is-Segretarju Generali ta’ Imperium Europa (IE)
stgarr li kien qgieghed jilmenta uffi¢jalment li fuq l-istazzjonijiet ONE TV u ONE Radio,
il-Partit Imperium Europa “thalla barra minn kwalunkwe ahbar”, anki dwar stqarrijiet ufficjali
tal-partit u dwar il-veduti li I-partit ihaddan fuq “temi spe¢ifi¢i”. Zied li -gurnalisti ta’ kamra
tal-ahbarijiet professjonali huma “dovuti” 1i jinkludu dan it-tip ta’ rappurtagg. Is-Sur Vella
kompla jikteb 1i barra minn hekk, 1-esponenti ta’ Imperium Europa qatt ma kienu mistiedna
jippartec¢ipaw fi programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti sabiex jghaddu fehmiethom “ghall-fini
tal-imparzjalita dovuta”. Filwaqt li sostna li “dan in-nuqqas ilu ghaddej snin twal u b’mod
sistematiku”, fakkar li fl-ahhar kampanja elettorali l-istazzjon ONE kien “iddecieda jhallas
multa sabiex imur kontra direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir [...] b’turija ta’ sfida
¢ara kontra l-provizjonijiet tax-xandir minn stazzjon tal-partit fil-Gvern”. Is-Sur Vella temm
jistagsi x’rimedju se joffri l-istazzjon ghal dan in-nuqqas “kontinwat li jmur kontra l-istess
kundizzjonijiet tal-licenzja li tahtu jopera”.

L-Awtorita ma rceviet ebda twegiba mix-xandar, bil-Partit Imperium Europa jistaqsi
ghas-smigh.

Is-smigh gie originarjament skedat ghat-18 t’ April 2024 tali data l-lanjant ma setax jattendi.
Ghaldagstant is-smigh gie skedat ghad-29 t’ April 2024 li ghalih dehru s-Sur Charles Sammut,
Tezorier tal-Imperium Europa, assistit mill-Avukat Emmy Bezzina. Ghal ONE dehru
s-Sinjura Ruth Vella, Chairperson tal-ONE, assistita mill-Avukat Ramona Attard.

Dr Emmy Bezzina spjega li dwar dan l-ilment irid jishaq fuq l-audi alteram partem (smigh
xieraq). Qal li Imperium Europa, bhala partit politiku, qatt ma gie mistieden fuq ONE u dan
bi ksur lampanti tal-ligi tax-xandir, tal-Kostituzzjoni u anke tghawwig ta’ taghrif infurmat
ghal ¢ittadini li jaraw il-ONE. Ghalhekk qed jissoleva e¢¢ezzjoni in linea preliminari ghaliex
ma tistax tigi michuda li I-partit qatt ma gie mistieden u dan il-fatt ma jistax jigi nnegat. Qal
li peress 1i ma jistax jigi michud, il-Kap Ezekuttiv ghandha tintercedi.

Dr Ramona Attard qalet li per princ¢ipju I-kuntest huwa li l-elezzjonijiet huma vic¢in u li 1-Partit
Laburista nieda kampanja elettorali li bdiet fil-jum ta’ dan is-smigh. Qalet li 1-ilment huwa
wiehed intempestiv stante li din hija l-ewwel gurnata tal-kampanja elettorali u ghalhekk mhux
floku dan l-ilment. Qalet li ma taghmilx sens li fuq stazzjon politiku mhallas mill-gharaq
tal-membri, ikun hemm xi hadd jiddetta liema messagg se jigi mxandar u fi x’hin. Ghalhekk,
in vista wkoll tal-fatt li hafna minn nies skont sondaggi mhumiex jir¢ievu l-messagg permezz
tat-televizjoni, hi ma tistax tifhem l-insistenza li xi hadd, f’dan il-kaz partit politiku, japplika
biex ikun inkluz fuq dan l-istazzjon li n-nies ikunu hallsu sabiex permezz tieghu jisimghu
il-messagg ta’ dak il-partit politiku partikolari.

Dr Peter Fenech qal li sabiex wiehed jambjenta ftit, dan is-suggett mhux iqum ghall-ewwel
darba matul dawn iz-Zminijiet. Fakkar 1i I-Awtorita kienet qalet li tirrikonoxxi I-fatt li
l-istazzjon huwa sostenut mill-volontiera u sostenituri segwaci izda li fil-kuntest tal-ligi
madankollu hemm 1-obbligu li jigu mxandra 1-opinjonijiet kollha ghax din mhix kwistjoni ta’
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bilan¢ bejn ONE u NET izda li I-fehmiet, kemm ’l hawn u kemm ’1 hinn, iridu jigu mxandra
kultant. U dan skont anke l-istess kundizzjonijiet tal-licenzja.

Dr Ramona Attard qalet 1i hi ged titkellem biss fuq l-e¢¢ezzjonijiet preliminari li ddeskriviet
bhala intempestiva ghaliex il-Partit Laburista kien ghadu kif nieda l-kampanja elettorali
tieghu. Baqghet ukoll tishaq li fuq stazzjon privat u politiku 1-Awtorita mhix korretta timponi
dawn il-kundizzjonijiet a favur partit ichor.

Dr Emmy Bezzina gal 1i ONE hargu mill-kuntest assolut tal-ilment 1i Imperium Europa qatt
ma gie mistieden jippartecipa skont il-ligi. Kompla li dan id-dritt huwa ta’ kull ¢ittadin u 1i
dan johrog mill-Kostituzzjoni, il-ligi tax-xandir u I-prin¢ipji li jafu ben tajjeb tal-audi alteram
partem. Tenna li n-nies ghandhom dritt ikunu jafu li hemm fehmiet ohra ma’ dak 1i qed
jinghad. Dr Emmy Bezzina qal 1i ma jistax jagbel ma’ dak li qalet Dr Ramona Attard u ta
sfond ta’ kif issawret il-1igi kurrenti tax-xandir. Qal 1i hu prin¢ipju falla¢i l-kuntest li jezistu
biss zewg partiti u li sine qua non, il-partit politiku Imperium Europa li ged jirrapprezenta
faxxa ta’ fehma u opinjonijijet fil-pajjiz, dan ukoll ghandu d-dritt li jghaddi I-fehmiet tieghu
irrilevanti minn min jagbel u ma jaqgbilx mieghu. Spjega li din mhix biss decizjoni tal-Bord
ghall-fatt li Imperium Europa gatt ma gie mistieden. Ikkonkluda li skont I-ispjega ta’ Dr
Ramona Attard ir-raguni li ma jigix mistieden il-Partit Imperium Europa hi li l-istazzjon huwa
ta’ partit politiku mhallas mis-segwaci tieghu fejn allura ma hemmx il-bzonn 1i jixxandru
opinjonijiet oltre. Qal li din il-linja ta’ hsieb mhix wahda valida fil-ligi u li Dr Ramona Attard
ikkontradixxiet lilha nnifisha meta mbaghad qalet i ONE jsemma I-fehmiet tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista.

Ghal dan Dr Ramona Attard wiegbet li 1-Partit Nazzjonalista qieghed fil-Parlament.

Dr Emmy Bezzina sejjah dan ir-ragunament zopp ghax il-ligijiet jippermettu ideat varji
mill-partiti politi¢i kollha u 1i ma hemm ebda necessita li dan ikun fil-Parlament ghaliex hemm
obbligu demokratiku u ta’ dritt legali li dawn jigu inkluzi. Dan ghaliex in-nies iridu jiffurmaw
idea lucida u cara bejn partit u iehor. Dwar il-fatt i I-Partit Nazzjonalista qieghed
fil-Parlament, Dr Emmy Bezzina qal li ONE jikkritika lil dan il-partit anke fuq temi ta’ barra
|-Parlament apparti I-fatt li tista’ ssir kawza kostituzzjonali ghall-fatt li fil-Parlament mhux
qed ikun possibbli li jdeffes rasu t-tielet partit. Qal li Imperium Europa ghandu jinghata d-dritt
u l-fakulta sabiex ikollu spazju adekwat ha jsemma’ lehnu u jaghti fehmtu u jispjega dwar
xiex jemmen spec¢jalment meta jezistu opinjonijiet mhux veritiera dwar dan il-Partit Imperium
Europa u I-fundatur tieghu.

Dr Ramona Attard qalet li r-rimedju effettiv jinghata jekk xi hadd ikun qal xi haga fuq xi hadd
u allura 1-lanjant jinghata dan biex jirreplika. Izda skont hi, rimedju effettiv ma japplikax
fil-kaz ghax l-istazzjon ma xandar xejn fuq xi persuna li qed tilmenta. Ikkonkludiet billi qalet
li tithem jekk il-kuntest li semma’ Dr Emmy Bezzina huwa dwar il-kampanja elettorali u li
f’dak il-kaz I-ilment huwa intempestiv stante li s-smigh ged isir fl-ewwel jum tal-kampanja.

Dr Emmy Bezzina fakkar f’kumment tas-Sur Jason Micallef meta fiz-zmien li kien ged imexxi
lil ONE kien qal li dispost ihallas multa lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir u jzomm lis-Sur Norman
Lowell milli jidher fuq ONE.
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Ghan-nom tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, Dr Peter Fenech ikkjarifika li 1-ligi tghid 1i fehma
tal-partit ghandha tigi mxandra mhux esponent partikolari ta’ partit li jippretendi li jkun hu
fuq l-istazzjon.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddiskuti dan 1-ilment.

[1-Bord hass li dawn I-ilmenti tressqu fi zmien strategiku u cio¢ mal-perjodu tal-elezzjoni meta
allura tkun bdiet il-kampanja elettorali tal-membri tal-Parlament Ewropew. Irrefera wkoll
ghad-direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir u avza li mhux biss se jkun hemm monitoragg intensiv,
izda wkoll konsegwenzi ghal kull xandar li jonqos mill-osservanza. Madankollu, rigward dan
l-ilment partikolari, il-Bord irrefera wkoll ghall-elementi fakultattivi li jgawdu I-partiti I-kbar
u sab li dawn ma jibqghux japplikaw matul iz-zmien tad-direttiva. Ghal dawn ir-ragunjiet
il-Bord mhux jilga’ dan I-ilment.

2 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 05/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 26/24




ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq minn Imperium Europa kontra NET rigward nuqqas ta’
stediniet fil-programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti

Permezz ta’ email datata 12 t* April 2024, is-Segretarju Generali ta’ Imperium Europa (IE)
stqarr li kien gieghed jilmenta uffi¢jalment li fuq l-istazzjonijiet NET TV u Net FM. Hu qal li
|-Partit Imperium Europa “thalla barra minn kwalunkwe ahbar”, anki dwar stqarrijiet uffi¢jali
tal-partit u dwar il-veduti li I-partit ihaddan fuq “temi spe¢ifi¢i”. Zied li -gurnalisti ta’ kamra
tal-ahbarijiet professjonali huma “dovuti” li jinkludu dan it-tip ta’ rappurtagg. Is-Sur Vella
kompla jikteb 1i barra minn hekk, 1-esponenti ta’ Imperium Europa qatt ma kienu mistiedna
jippartec¢ipaw fi programmi ta’ grajjiet kurrenti sabiex jghaddu fehmiethom ‘“ghall-fini
tal-imparzjalita dovuta”. Sostna li “dan in-nuqqas ilu ghaddej snin twal u b’mod sistematiku”.
Is-Sur Vella temm jistaqsi x 'rimedju se joffri I-istazzjon ghal dan in-nuqqas “kontinwat li jmur
kontra l-istess kundizzjonijiet tal-licenzja li tahtu jopera”.

L-Awtorita ma rceviet ebda twegiba mix-xandar, bil-Partit Imperium Europa jistagsi
ghas-smigh.

Is-smigh gie originarjament skedat ghat-18 t’ April 2024 tali data l-lanjant ma setax jattendi.
Ghaldagstant is-smigh gie skedat ghad-29 t’ April 2024 1i ghalih dehru s-Sur Charles Sammut,
tezorier tal-Partit Imperium Europa, assistit mill-Avukat Emmy Bezzina. Ghal NET dehru
s-Sur Karl Gouder, Editur, assistit minn Dr Michael Piccinino.

Dr Peter Fenech irrepeta intervent ghan-nom tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, tali intervent
kien diga moghti minnu fl-ilment precedenti. Qal li I-fehma ta’ kull partit, darba kultant, trid
tissesmma. Kompla 1i minkejja li stazzjon ta’ partit huwa mhallas mis-segwaci tieghu, il-ligi
titlob bhala parti mil-licenz;ja, li jinghata spazju lil haddiehor.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut qal li fl-ahhar 5 snin in-NET qatt ma stieden lil xi hadd mill-partit biex
jghaddi kummenti, jippartecipa jew ixandar stqarrijiet tieghu. Qal 1i 1-PN suppost jaf ahjar
ghax huma ghamlu diversi Imenti fuq dawn it-temi fosthom 22 ta’ Frar 2024 u 1-14 ta’ Marzu
2024 meta I-Awtorita sabet nuqqas ta’ bilan¢ fuq I-ahbarijiet.

Dr Emmy Bezzina qal li mil-lat legali, hemm il-prin¢ipju baziku tal-audi alteram partem
(smigh xieraq) li, kif qal Dr Peter Fenech, il-fehma tal-Partit Imperium Europa ghandha tigi
mxandra u mfissra lis-segwaci ta” NET ukoll. Qal li tkun skorretta I-verzjoni li l-istazzjon
huwa politiku u allura jxandar bi dritt dawk il-fehmiet 1i jagbel lilu. Qal 1i NET huwa parti
minn soc¢jeta demokratika li trid tibbaza fuq ligi suprema, cioe¢ 1-Kostituzzjoni li taghti partit
1d-dritt ghall-fehma tieghu. Semma li 1-ligijiet imsawwra miz-zewg partiti u li jinkludu dik
tax-xandir, imorru kontra l-istess Kostituzzjoni. Kompla li I-partiti z-zZghar, fosthom Imperium
Europa mmexxi mis-Sur Norman Lowell u n-nies 1i ghandu mieghu fil-Kunsill, mhux qed
jithallew iwasslu l-hsibijiet taghhom u dan anke meta prezentaturi jidde¢iedu minn jeddhom
11 ma jistednux Certu personalitajiet maghrufa fuq il-programmi taghhom. Qal i hu ged jiffoka
fuq il-Partit Nazzjonalista u jesigi li fuq l-istazzjon tieghu il-Partit Imperium Europa ghandu
jinghata rimedju li jkun tangibbli rrispettivament mill-kampanja elettorali.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li 1-ilment huwa kontra NET u mhux kontra I-Partit Nazzjonalista.
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Qal li NET TV jimxi fuq linji editorjali ohra u linji separati mill-Partit Nazzjonalista. Kompla
li zgur 1i fl-ilment tieghu, il-Partit Imperium Europa ma semmiex kaz partikolari li ged jigi
allegat zbilan¢jat fuqu.

Dr Emmy Bezzina rrefera ghall-maxim legali Quod non est in actis non est in mundu u allura
li I-kwistjoni ta’ NET hija ¢ara u li bl-azzjoni tieghu qed tigi taffetwa s-so¢jeta Maltija. Qal 1i
jekk tittiehed jew saret xi haga fejn issemma xi hadd, I-istazzjon dovut jittratta t-tema. Semma
wkoll 1-ezempju tal-Prim Ministru Taljan Giorgia Meloni li riedet li kulhadd, anke I-lemin
estrem, jigi inkluz fix-xandiriet. Ghalhekk bl-istess mod NET ghandu bzonn ukoll jaghti
spazju, hin u facilita lil kulhadd inkluz Imperium Europa, sabiex iwassal il-fehma tieghu.

Dr Michael Piccinino rribatta billi qal 1i meta ma jkunx hemm valur t’ahbar ma hemmx
obbligu ta’ xandir.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut gal 1i mhux fl-ahbarijiet biss izda anke fi programmi ta’ diskussjoni u
grajjiet kurrenti jrid ikun hemm veduti bilancjati tal-partiti differenti.

Dr Peter Fenech spjega li I-messagg hu car li 1-partit irid jinstema’. Ghalhekk wissa lil NET
TV li fuq bazi ta’ kull gimgha 1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir se jkun iebes matul il-kampanja.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jiddiskuti dan l-ilment.

[1-Bord hass li dawn l-ilmenti tressqu fi zmien strategiku u cio¢ mal-perjodu tal-elezzjoni meta
allura tkun bdiet il-kampanja elettorali tal-membri tal-Parlament Ewropew. Irrefera wkoll
ghad-direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir u avza li mhux biss se jkun hemm monitoragg intensiv,
izda wkoll konsegwenzi ghal kull xandar li jonqos mill-osservanza. Madankollu, rigward dan
l-ilment partikolari, il-Bord irrefera wkoll ghall-elementi fakultattivi li jgawdu l-partiti 1-kbar
u sab li dawn ma jibqghux japplikaw matul iz-zmien tad-direttiva. Ghal dawn ir-ragunjiet
il-Bord mhux jilga’ dan l-ilment.

2 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 05/2024 Numru 5
Ref: 27/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra PBS Ltd rigward
in-nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg b’reazzjoni ghall-istqarrija tal-Awtorita

Permezz ta’ email datata t-23 t’ April 2024, is-Segretarju Generali tal-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN)
Dr Michael Piccinino, irrefera ghall-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet tal-PBS tat-Tnejn 22 ta’ April. Hu
kiteb li jum qgabel, 1-ahbarijiet tal-PBS xandru stqarrija mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir
b’reazzjoni ghall-istqarrija tal-PN dwar rappurtaggi li jirrigwardaw lill-President tal-Unjoni
Ewropea Dr Roberta Metsola, u naqsu milli jxandru l-istqarrija tal-Partit Nazzjonalista 1i
kienet twiegeb lill-istess reazzjoni. Kompla li dan huwa bi ksur tal-provvedimenti c¢ari
tal-Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta u tal-ligi tax-xandir li jitkellmu dwar il-bilan¢ u l-imparzjalita fuq
hwejjeg ta’ kontroversja politika. Dr Michael Piccinino zied jikteb li ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet,
ged jitlob li jinghata immedjatament rimedju effettiv lill-Partit Nazzjonalista. Hu temm
l-ilment billi kiteb li ged jibghat kopja ta’ dan I-ilment lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir skont dak li
jipprovdi 1-Kodi¢i ghall-Investigazzjoni u ghad-Determinazzjoni t’llmenti (Legizlazzjoni
Sussidjarja 350.06).

Fis-26 ta’ April, I-Ing Charles Dalli wiegeb ghall-ilment tal-PN u gal li I-PBS irrapporta sunt
tal-istqarrija tal-PN b’reazzjoni ghall-istqarrija tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir fejn il-Partit
Nazzjonalista gal 1i r-regoli tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir mhumiex demokrati¢i. L-Ing Charles
Dalli qal ukoll li 1-Hadd giet imxandra wkoll I-istqarrija 1i harget mill-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Parlament
Ewropew b’talba sabiex dawn ir-regoli jigu sospizi. Qal li wara dan I-Awtorita tax-Xandir
harget stqarrija li fiha accertat li r-regoli mhumiex ged ji¢c¢ensuraw lill-President tal-Parlament
Ewropew Roberta Metsola, liema stqarrija giet ukoll irrappurtata nhar it-Tnejn 22 ta’ April.

II-PN ma kienx sodisfatt b’din ir-risposta u talab smigh 1i gie skedat ghad-29 t’ April 2024.

Ghal dan is-smigh dehru Dr Paul Borg Olivier u Dr Michael Piccinino ghall-PN kif ukoll Dr
Mark Vassallo ghall-PBS flimkien mal-Editor-in-Chief u l-Ing. Charles Dalli.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier immedjatament irrefera ghall-princ¢ipju ta’ nemo judex in causa propria
u kompla li I-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ghandu jirrikuza ruhu ghaliex ma jistax jiddeciedi
fuq kawza li ghandu interess dwarha. Hu ta din Il-istqarrija li talab lis-Segretarju tal-Bord
jivverbalizza:

“Dr Paul Borg Olivier ghall-PN jirrileva illi -materja mertu ta’ dan is-smigh jimpingi fuq
interess tal-istess Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir u ghaldaqgstant jaffettwa direttament
il-prin¢ipju nemo judex in causa propria fis-sens illi I-persuna li qed tidde¢iedi ma ghandhiex
tiddec¢iedi fuq materja li hija stess ghandha interess fiha. Dan ukoll ghaliex f’kaz illi jigri dan,
jaffettwa d-dritt fundamentali ta’ smigh xieraq kif protett taht Art. 39 tal-Kostituzzjoni u Art.6
tal-Konvenzjoni Ewropea tad-Drittijiet tal-Bniedem u ghaldagstant jitlob 1i ghas-smigh ta’
dan il-kaz, dan il-Bord jirrikuza ruhu minhabba l-istess interess li ghandu meta jigi biex jaghti
d-dec¢izjoni.”

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb billi vverbalizza s-segwenti:

“Dr Mark Vassallo ghall-PBS ma jagbilx mat-talba maghmula mill-PN u dana stante illi
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bil-prezentazzjoni tal-ilment skont il-Legizlazzjoni Sussidjarja 350.06, il-PN issokkomba
ruhu ghad-decizjoni tal-Awtorita. Kieku 1-PN hass illi dan il-Bord kellu xi forma ta’ kunflitt
seta’ jaghmel kif ghamel f’diversi okkazjonijiet ohra u jipprezenta l-ilment tieghu f’forum
differenti. Apparti dan il-PBS jitlob 1i I-PN jindika taht liema artikolu tal-ligi ged jibbaza
t-talba tieghu partikolarment fejn ghandu x’jaqsam l-istitut tar-rikuza u kif dan japplika
ghall-Awtorita tax-Xandir.”

Dr Paul Borg Olivier irribatta billi qal:

“Bi twegiba ghall-verbal tal-PBS, il-PN jissottolinea fl-ewwel punt illi I-pro¢eduri quddiem
dan il-Bord huma proc¢eduri ta’ rimedju ordinarju u ghaldagstant qabel kwalsiasi azzjoni ohra
huwa d-dover li jfittex ir-rimed;ji ordinarji tieghu qabel kwalsiasi azzjoni kostituzzjonali ohra.

Fit-tieni lok il-prin¢ipju tar-rekuza huwa princ¢ipju marbut mal-gustizzja naturali u cio¢ nemo
Jjudex in causa propria u ghaldagstant huwa 1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir stess li ghandu
jassigura illi f"'materja li hu ghandu interess dirett fiha ma jkunux l-istess membri komposti
b’dan il-mod, li jaghtu l-istess de¢izjoni. Certament issir referenza ghall-proé¢eduri taht il-Kap.
12 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta illi ghalkemm jirreferu ghall-Qrati ghandhom iservu ta’ indikazzjoni
generali dwar il-komportament tal-istess Bord.”

F’dan l-istadju 1-Bord issospenda s-smigh ghal dec¢izjoni dwar ir-rikjesta tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista. Nhar is-7 ta’ Mejju 2024, il-Bord informa lill-PN li mhux jilqa’ t-talba tieghu
ghar-rikuza tal-istess filwaqt li informa lill-partijiet li s-smigh se jitkompla nhar it-22 ta’ Mejju
2024, 1i ghalih attendew l-istess persuni.

Matul dan is-smigh Dr Paul Borg Olivier gal li hu kien jistenna li jkun hemm motivazzjoni
ghar-rifjut u vverbalizza kif gej:

“Filwagqt 1i 1-Bord qed jiddeferixxi, ahna qed nirregistraw id-dewmien esagerat illi mill-email
tas-7 ta” Mejju 2024 sas-seduta tat-22 ta” Mejju 2024 il-motivazzjoni ghad-decizjoni minkejja
mitluba baqghet ma waslitx; minkejja li [-Bord qassam il-verbali li ghamlu Il-partijiet
fis-seduta tad-29 ta’ Mejju 2024 u ghaldagstant il-lanjant qieghed jilmenta oltre ghal dan
id-dewmien ingustifikat b’riserva ghad-drittijiet tieghu ulterjuri”.

Nhar it-22 ta’ Mejju, il-Bord baghat ittra lill-PN fejn informa lil-lanjant li I-Bord jirrikonoxxi
illi fil-komunikazzjoni mibghuta mill-Bord fis-7 ta’ Mejju 2024, il-Partit Nazzjonalista gie
infurmat li t-talba tieghu tad-29 ta’ April 2024 kienet giet michuda, liema komunikazzjoni
il-lanjant wiegeb li ma kellha ebda motivazzjoni. 11-Bord qal 1i kien iddelibera dwar din
it-talba u kif ukoll ha I-pariri legali opportuni li wassluh ghall-motivazzjoni li fuq il-mertu
tal-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista ma kien esprima l-ebda pozizzjoni u ghalhekk ma kien
hemm l-ebda lok ghal astensjoni jew rikuza.

Is-smigh tkompla nhar is-27 ta’ Mejju 2024 fejn ghalih attendew I-istess persuni.

Dr Michael Piccinino spjega li fil-gimgha ta’ gabel 1d-19 t’April 2024, 1-Awtorita harget
direttiva lix-xandara li kienet tinkludi 1-mod ta’ kif tigi rrappurtata Dr Roberta Metsola u
1-Parlament Ewropew. I1-Partit Nazzjonalista kien ilmenta li 1-fatt li Dr Roberta Metsola, bhala
1-President tal-Parlament Ewropew tigi rrappurtata b’mod kawt kien qed johloq censura
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ghaliex ma kellhiex tigi kkunsidrata fuq skala ta’ level playingfield minhabba l-inkarigu
taghha. Kompla li dan ma jsirx perezempju fir-rigward tal-Prim Ministru. L-Awtorita kienet
c¢ahdet dak allegat.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li fis-26 ta’ Mejju 2024, il-PBS xandar i¢-¢ahda ta’ Dr Joseph
Muscat rigward l-inkjesta Vitals u allura dan huwa ezempju fejn il-kejl tal-PBS mhux applikat
b’mod regolari ghal kull kaz applikat quddiemu. Dr Paul Borg Olivier kompla li 1-PBS, fis-26
ta’ Mejju 2024, irrapporta dak li diga ntqal. Qal li meta ghandek dibattitu generali li hu ta’
kontroversja politika, peress li huwa dwar l-operat tal-Parlament Ewropew, wiehed isib li Dr
Roberta Metsola giet singled-out u dan bi skop ta’ ¢ensura. Hu tenna li din hija vjolazzjoni.

Ghall-PBS, Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li hu jikkummenta biss dwar ir-rappurtagg mhux dwar
id-direttivi tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ghax dawn inghataw skont il-poteri taghha u x-xandar kien
qed isegwihom. Segwa dan b’numru ta’ stqarrijiet li nhargu mix-xandar dwar diversi temi u
jinkludi wkoll lil Dr Roberta Metsola, minkejja li 1-allegazzjoni hi 1i hi ged tigi ¢¢ensurata.

Dr Mark Vassallo stieden lill-Awtorita tikkonferma li dak li ged jilmenta fuqu 1-Partit
Nazzjonalista ma hemm ebda novita fih u li jrid ikun hemm limitu ghal kemm se ddum sejra
l-botta u r-risposta. Dr Paul Borg Olivier irribatta li la kien hemm stqarrija u dakinhar stess
kien hemm zviluppi ohra, dawn ghandhom jigu inkluzi. Qal 1i r-reazzjoni tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir kienet jumejn wara l-istqarrija tal-Partit Nazzjonalista. Ghalhekk ihoss li ladarba
r-reazzjoni ssir dakinhar stess, ghandha tigi inkluza wkoll.

Dr Mark Vassallo tenna li 1-Partit Nazzjonalista kulma ghamel hu li rrepeta dak li qal
originarjament.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta 1-Bord ghadda sabiex janalizza dan l-ilment u jara wkoll
id-dokumentazzjoni mghoddija.

[1-Bord innota li rappurtagg fuq storja, izjed u izjed fuq bullettin tal-ahbarijiet, ma jistax ikun
nieqes mill-element tal-bilan¢. Ghalhekk ghadda sabiex jifli I-istqarrijiet tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista tad-19 t’ April 2024, 1i kienet reazzjoni ghad-direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir u
li giet imxandra mill-PBS, kif ukoll dik tat-22 t’ April 2024 1i kienet reazzjoni ghall-istqarrija
mahruga dwar I-Awtorita tax-Xandir fir-rigward ta’ diversi rappurtaggi li hi hasset i ma kinux
veritiera fil-konfront tal-istess direttiva.

II-Bord sab 1i filwaqt li t-tieni stqarrija kienet mahruga mill-PN fl-istess jum tal-istqarrija
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, u ghalhekk, anke peress li din kienet mahruga fl-istess jum, il-PBS
seta’ jinkludiha fl-istess rappurtagg galadarba din ikollha valur t’ahbar, tali decizjoni hija
fil-mansjoni tal-editur. Il-Bord ghadda sabiex jifli I-kontenut tat-tieni stqarrija li skont
ix-xandar kienet sommarju tal-ewwel u sab li kien hemm zZewg elementi godda f’din
l-istqarrija gsajra, cio¢ l-fatt 1i I-Awtorita tax-Xandir mhix tapplika kejl identiku fil-konfront
tal-Ministri u 1-Gvern fi zmien l-elezzjonijiet kif ukoll referenza ghat-talba tal-Uffic¢ju
tal-Parlament Ewropew ghall-irtirar tal-parti tad-direttiva 1i fiha tissemma 1-President
tal-Unjoni Ewropea Dr Roberta Metsola. Madankollu, minkejja I-inkluzjoni ta’ dawn iz-zewg
elementi godda, il-Bord ikkunsidra jekk dawn kinux joholqu valur t’ahbar u minn dak li
analizza, anke ghall-fatt 1i matul it-22 t’ April 2024, il-PBS irrapporta li “kull rappurtagg jew
informazzjoni dwar il-hidma tal-Parlament Ewropew jew kull rapport b’rabta mal-President
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tal-Parlament Ewropew ghandu jigi rrappurtat b’kawtela”. II-Bord ghaldagstant innota li
l-istqarrija ma kinitx wahda preciza ghaliex kienet qed twiegeb stqarrija tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir li kienet qed tinterpreta l-kelma uzata, “kawtela”, bhala ¢ensura. Ghalhekk il-Bord
hass li I-editur ma kienx skorrett fid-dec¢izjoni tieghu li ma jsibx valur t’ahbar fit-tieni stqarrija
u dan ghal tliet ragunijiet: l-ewwel peress 1i 1-PBS kien diga rrapporta l-veduti dwar
i¢-Censurar mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir, it-tieni peress li I-PBS gab provi li Dr Roberta Metsola
kienet tassew qed tigi inkluza fil-bullettini tal-ahbarijiet, fosthom dak tad-19 t’April 2024 u
t-tielet ghaliex kif inghad, ma rrizultax li l-editur kien skorrett 1i ma jsib ebda valur t’ahbar
fit-tieni stqarrija.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord gieghed jichad I-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista.

27 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 07/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 29/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra PBS Ltd rigward TVM
News tas-26 ta’ Mejju 2024 rigward l-inkjesta magisterjali Vitals

Permezz ta’ talba urgenti datata 27 ta’ Mejju 2024, is-Segretarju Generali tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista (PN) Dr Michael Piccinino, rrefera ghar-rappurtagg tal-inkjesta magisterjali
Vitals li xandar il-PBS u qal li hemm ammont sostanzjali ta' nuqqasijiet fih. Hu sostna li I-PBS
irrapporta "l-eks Chief of Staff fl-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Prim Ministru Keith Schembri kien jaf dwar
mizapproprijazzjoni ta’ fondi" pero ghal raguni li jafu huma biss naqas jghid li I-inkjesta qalet
1i anke Dr Robert Abela kien jaf bil-frodi li kien ghadde;j. Qal ukoll li filwaqt li I-PBS semma
li Dr Joseph Muscat ghamel ¢ahda, ma qalx ezatt x'sabet l-inkjesta dwaru minkejja li ssemma
mijiet ta' drabi. Qal ukoll 1i langas ma rrapporta li kien hemm nuqqas ta' kooperazzjoni across
the board ta' entitajiet pubblici, taht il-Gvern prezenti, mal-Magistrat fl-investigazzjoni
taghha.

Dr Michael Piccinino zied li minhabba l-importanza ta' dan is-suggett 1i ged jiddomina
l-kampanja elettorali, qed jintalab smigh urgenti.

[I-Bord laga’ din it-talba u skeda dan is-smigh ghal ftit sighat wara fejn kien diga skedat jisma’
Iment ichor bejn l-istess partijiet.

Ghall-PN dehru Dr Michael Piccinino u Dr Paul Borg Olivier filwagqt li ghall-PBS dehru Dr
Mark Vassallo u 1-Editor-in-Chief Ing. Charles Dalli.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li fis-26 ta” Mejju 2024, MaltaToday ppubblikat rapport tal-inkjesta
magisterjali. Qal li minkejja i I-PBS irrapporta dwar dan, l-istess rappurtagg ma kienx isemmi
li anke Dr Robert Abela kien jaf dwar dak li kien ghaddej. Ghalhekk jekk dak li qal is-Sur
Keith Schembri huwa valur t’ahbar, mela allura kemm izjed hija valur t’ahbar li Prim Ministru
tal-pajjiz kien jaf b’dan? Kompla billi qal li skont l-inkjesta, 1-allegazzjoni hi li s-Sur Keith
Schembri kien ged jiffroda I-miljuni. Dwar l-ex PM Joseph Muscat, Dr Michael Piccinino qal
1i I-PBS ghamel hazin irrapporta dak li kien diga ngieb qabel.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier zied 1i hawn jikkonsisti fuq il-valur tal-ahbar u li din kienet 1i giet
ippubblikata l-inkjesta u li fiha kien hemm informazzjoni li kienet diga fid-dominju pubbliku,
tant li Dr Joseph Muscat hass 1i kellu jaghmel konferenza biex jiskolpa lilu nnifsu
mill-pagamenti maghmula minn Accutor. Qal li wiehed jista’ jaghmel diversi programmi dwar
din l-inkjesta izda I-PBS ghazel li jhares lejn 1-inqas valur tal-ahbar ghaliex semma lil Keith
Schembri u Konrad Mizzi u dan b’mod sintesi li dawn kienu jafu bil-frodi. Kompla li ssemma
Chris Fearne u Edward Scicluna. Madankollu r-rapport ma qal xejn fuq Dr Joseph Muscat.
Stagsa 1-PBS kellux allura jerga’ jgib l-istess filmat tal-istqarrija tal-Excelsior u jibga’ ma
jikkummentax dwar il-flus i ha minghand Accutor kif ukoll dwar l-istruttura shiha 1i holoq
sabiex jittiehdu 1-flus. Hu stagsa jekk il-valur tal-ahbar kienx li jigi rrappurtat 1-izmentita ta’
Joseph Muscat jew dak 1i hareg mill-istess inkjesta pubblika. Kompla dwar it-tieni valur
tal-ahbar li cio¢ 1-Prim Ministru kien jaf b’dan sa mill-2020. Qal li jekk l-inkjesta tista’ tislet
minnha valur t’ahbar u mhux ged issemmih, qed allura tohloq nuqqas ta’ bilan¢ fl-ahbar,
galadarba tezisti kontroversja politika. Dr Paul Borg Olivier semma wkoll li skont il-magistrat
kien hemm nuqqas ta’ koperazzjoni minn bosta dipartimenti tal-Gvern u minn Bank of



ANNUAL REPORT 2024

Valletta, li skontu I-inkjesta kienet tghid li ghalhekk kien hemm dan id-dewmien kollu. Qal li
tant kien serju dan li I-magistrat kellha taghmel sekwestri sahansitra sabiex id-dipartimenti
jikkoperaw. Huwa ghamel referenza minn fol. 1004 li jsemmi l-entitajiet tal-Gvern u jghid li
huma “made it impossible” u “we struggled to obtain accurate information”
ghall-investigazzjoni. Qal li dan ¢ertament huwa ta’ valur t’ahbar.

Dr Mark Vassallo rrefera lill-Bord ghar-rappurtagg tal-PBS 1i fih isemmiet 1-inkjesta. Qal 1i
dan huwa attribwit ma’ dak li qalet Malta Today u li l-punti li semma Dr Paul Borg Olivier
huma l-istess li rrappurtat din il-gazzetta. Qal li 1-punt tieghu kien li 1-PBS irrapporta dak li
gie rrappurtat fil-gazzetti u li ladarba Malta Today irrappurtat dan, il-PBS segwa fuqu u
rriproducieh. Ghalhekk il-PBS ma ghamlitx l-analizi hi izda strahet fuq dak irrappurtat
mill-Malta Today. Ikkonkluda billi qal li I-ahbar dwar Dr Robert Abela ma kinitx fuq Malta
Today u li dak li semma Dr Bernard Grech infatti ngieb mill-PBS dalghodu stess. Qal ukoll li
1-PBS qal dak li kien ikkonstatat mill-Malta Today. Hu pprezenta kopja tar-rapport.

Dr Michael Piccinino kompla li stazzjon pubbliku li jir¢ievi miljuni mit-taxxi tal-poplu, strah
kompletament fuq dak li qalet Malta Today. Ghalhekk ma setghetx issir ¢ahda 1i 1-istess
gazzetta ma inkludietx. Qal 1i hu jippretendi li 1-PBS tevalwa I-valur tal-ahbar.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier qal li apparti dak ippubblikat fuq il-gazzetti, ghamlet rapporti wkoll
online. Qal li kif ghamlu media houses ohrajn, fuq il-verzjoni online dahlet fid-dettall u li kien
hemm l-istess inkjesta inkluza. Ghamel referenza ghal decizjonijiet ohra mill-Qrati
perezempju dak li 1-Qorti Kostituzzjonali qalet dwar l-inkjesta ta’ Jean Pual Sofia. Dr Mark
Vassallo qal li hu ma kienx semma dan. Dr Paul Borg Olivier qal li dan il-kaz huwa aghar
ghaliex il-PBS kien kompletament qed jistrieh fuq dak li nghad mill-Malta Today. Ghalhekk
hu kompla li f’kontroversja politika, anke 1-Awtorita tax-Xandir stess kienet sahqet li
l-elementi importanti jridu johorgu. Qal li anke hawnhekk il-PBS ged jingeda bil-Malta Today
biex ikun selettiv u dan meta kellu f’idejh provi mill-inkjesta li tidher online li kienet
tippermettilu jmur oltre.

Meta I-partijiet telqu mis-seduta 1-Bord iddiskuta dan 1-ilment u sab i filwaqt li I-PBS ghandu
obbligu jirrapporta grajjiet b’valur ta’ ahbar, dan l-obbligu ma kienx mistenni fi Zmien
dagshekk qasir ta’ ftit sighat, spe¢jalment ladarba 1-Partit Nazzjonalista kien qed jilmenta li
1-PBS ma rrapportax dettalji mill-inkjesta pubblikata mill-Malta Today nhar is-26 ta’ Mejju
2024, dokument ta’ 1,200 pagna, b’kontenut ta’ portata serja u sensittiva.

Fl-opinjoni tal-Bord, huwa korrett il-PBS meta jghid li hu ma rrapportax il-kontenut
tal-inkjesta, izda rrapporta biss ir-rappurtagg tal-Malta Today tas-26 ta’ Mejju 2024.
Ghalhekk, fl-ahhar ipotesi, li I-lment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista huwa wiehed intempestiv.

II-Bord innota wkoll is-sottomissjonijiet tal-PBS meta qal li I-PBS se jkun qed ihejji
rappurtaggi ohra f’dan ir-rigward.
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Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet, filwaqt 1i 1-Bord mhux jilga’ l-ilment imressaq mill-Partit
Nazzjonalista, ged ifakkar lix-xandar pubbliku jiehu konjizzjoni tal-inkjesta magisterjali, i
m’hemmx dubju ghandha valur t’ahbar, qed jigi mistenni li jirrapporta dan b’mod gust u
akkurat.

27 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 07/2024 Numru 4
Ref: 31/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa kontra RTK
103 minhabba dritt ta’ risposta ghal programm datat 18 ta’ Mejju 2024

Permezz ta’ Iment urgenti mressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa (IE) nhar it-30 ta’ Mejju 2024,
is-Segretarju Generali Josiah Vella rrefera ghal programm tat-18 ta’ Mejju 2024 ipprezentat
mill-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi u li matulu ntqalu kummenti mill-opinjonist is-Sur Peppi
Azzopardi li l-partit lanjant oggezzjona dwarhom.

Ghas-smigh organizzat nhar il-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, dehru s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo u s-
Sinjura Amanda Ciappara ghal Beacon Media Group Limited assistiti minn Dr Maurice Meli.
Ghal Imperium Europa deher is-Sur Charles Sammut, tezorier.

Dr Maurice Meli, f’isem Beacon Media Group Limited, oggezzjona ghall-prezenza ta’ Dr
Adriano Spiteri bhala Segretarju tal-Bord minhabba n-natura tal-kwistjoni talab li jigi rtirat u
sostitwit. Hu vverbalizza s-segwenti:

“Din it-talba qed issir minhabba I-fatt illi huwa fatt mhux kontestat illi fil-passat Dr Spiteri kien
esponent ewlieni tal-Partit lanjant Imperium Europa tant illi ghall-perjodu ta’ bejn Jannar u
April tal-2019 iffirma bhala Segretarju Generali tal-istess Imperium Europa, statement of
comprehensive income tal-Partit lanjant Imperium Europa. Qed jigi pprezentat ukoll artiklu
tal-2014 fejn l-istess Dr Adriano Spiteri jitqies bhala campaign manager for the far-right
party Imperium Europa. I1li din it-talba qed issir stante 1-fatt illi I-gustizzja mhux biss trid issir
izda trid tidher 1i ged issir. Wiehed jassumi illi se jigi sottomess illi s-Segretarju tal-Bord ma
ghandux setgha i jkollu effett fuq id-decizjoni de quo. Jigi sottomess illi Beacon Media Group
Limited ma tagbilx ma’ tali sottomissjoni stante I-fatt illi huwa palezi u mhux kontestat illi fost
l-irwoli tieghu bhala segretarju ezekuttiv ghandu fost irwoli ohrajn, 1-irwol illi jaghmel sunt ta’
sottomissjonijiet li jsiru u ta’ xhieda. Sunt li ma jistax isir minghajr hsieb kritiku ta’ dak 1i I-
persuna koncernata tqis illi huwa ta’ importanza jew ta’ rilevanza ghall-kaz inkwistjoni. Fil-
kaz illi t-talba tigi rifjutata, s-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Limited minn issa tirriserva li tichu
l-passi opportuni fi¢-Cirkustanzi”.

F’dan l-istadju l-partijiet hallew is-seduta sabiex il-Bord jiddec¢iedi dwar dak rikjest, inkluz
is-Segretarju li hass 1i kellu jaghmel dan ghal kull bon fini.

Wara li 1-Bord hadet konjizzjoni tat-talba, iddec¢ieda kif gej:

“II-Bord ha konjizzjoni tal-verbal u talba ta’ Beacon Media Group Ltd sabiex jirrikuzaw u
konsegwentement jigi sostitwit is-Segretarju tal-Bord.

Is-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Ltd issollevat numru ta’ punti in sosten tat-talba taghha ossija
(1) li s-Segretarju tal-Bord, Dr Adriano Spiteri, kien, fil-passat, persuna involuta u ufficjali tal-
Partit IE. (i1) 1i 1-gustizzja ghandha mhux biss issir, 1zda tidher li ssir (iii) 1i wiehed mill-irwoli
tas-Segretarju tal-Bord huwa li johloq “sunt kritiku” tal-udjenzi u konsegwentement ghandu
jigi rikuzat u sostiwit ghal dan 1-ilment.

I1-Bord, wara li ra 1-funzjonijiet tas-Segretarju tal-Bord, fosthom dawk li jiehu 1-minuti tal-
lagghat tal-Bord u tal-udjenzi quddiem l-istess Bord, wara li rat ukoll li l-istess Segretarju,
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skont id-disposizzjonijiet tal-Kap. 350 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta m’ghandux rwol aggudikattiv jew
deciziv f’kwalunkwe stadju tal-proceduri li jinstemghu mill-Bord. Rat ukoll li, anke 1-Minuti
11 jittiehdu mis-Segretarju tal-Bord, inkluz dawk tal-udjenzi jew smigh li jsiru quddiem il-Bord,
jigu dejjem mogqrija u approvati mill-membri individwali tal-Bord, u ghalhekk ma jista’ jkun
hemm ebda biza ta’ xi ‘sunt kritiku’ kif jishqu Beacon Media Group Limited.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet, it-talba ta’ Beacon Media Group Ltd qed tigi mi¢chuda u I-Bord jordna
l-prosegwiment tas-smigh.”

Dr Maurice Meli rregistra risposta vverbalizzata kif gej:

“F’isem Beacon Media Group Limited qed tintalab, in vista tad-digriet 1i ghadu kif inghata,
referenza kostituzzjonali lill-Prim’Awla tal-Qorti Civili u dan stante fl-opinjoni ta’ Beacon
Media Group Limited, ksur potenzjali tad-dritt tas-smigh xieraq fil-pro¢eduri odjerni.
Referenza ssir ghall-kawza fl-ismijiet Bank of Valletta plc vs Joseph Attard et tal-Qorti
Kostituzzjonali in data 19 ta’ Frar 2008 liema sentenza tikkonferma illi referenza ta’ dan it-tip
tista’ ssir anke minn Bord.”

F’dan l-istadju I-partijiet regghu irtiraw mis-seduta sabiex il-Bord jiddec¢iedi dwar dak rikjest.
[1-Bord iddec¢ida kif gej:

“L-Awtorita hadet konjizzjoni tat-talba ta’ Beacon Media Group Limited sabiex dan il-Bord
jirreferi 1-kwistjoni sollevata minnha lill-Prim’Awla tal-Qorti Civili fis-sede Kostituzzjonali
taghha b’referenza kostituzzjonali. L-Awtorita hadet konjizzjoni wkoll tas-sentenza Citata mis-
socjeta Beacon Media Group Limited li skontha 1-Qorti Kostituzzjonali ddecidiet li referenza
mill-“bord” hija permissibbli.

L-Awtorita, wara li qieset li t-talba tas-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Limited qed issir fit-
termini tal-Artikolu 46(3) tal-Kostituzzjoni ta’ Malta u/jew fit-termini tal-Arikolu 4(3) tal-
Kap.319 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta tqis illi testwalment l-istess dispozizzjonijiet jippermettu
referenzi biss minn “qorti”.

Peress 11 huwa evidenti li 1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, minkejja lir-rwol agukattiv tieghu
f’¢irkostanzi ta’ Imenti u smigh iehor mhux “qorti”, dan necessarjament ifisser li 1-Bord
m’ghandux is-setgha li jaghmel referenzi kostituzzjonali jew konvenzjonali kif qed titlob
Beacon Media Group Limited.

I1-Bord jaghmel referenza (fost hafna de¢izjonijiet ohra simili) ghad-de¢izjoni ta’ bordijiet ohra
inkluz Emmanuel Bezzina et kontra Madeleine Bezzina deciza mill-bord li jirregola 1-kera fit-
28 t’Ottubru 2022 kif ukoll bhala de¢izjoni tal-bord i jirregola 1-kera tat-12 ta’ Dicembru 2023
bl-ismijiet Stefanotis Company Limited versus Paul Tonna et fejn f’dawn l-istanzi 1-Bord
jikkonferma 1i huwa m’ghandux setgha legali li jirreferi kwistjonijiet kostituzzjonali jew
konvenzjonali skont id-dispozizzjonijiet hawn fuq imsemmija. Anke fis-sentenza Margarite
Psaila et vs RoseMarie Camilleri dec¢iza fil-21 t’April 2023 mill-Prim’Awla fil-funzjoni
Kostituzzjonali taghha kkonfermat li Bord (f*dak il-kaz il-bord li jirregola I-kera) mhux qorti
ghall-finijiet ta’ referenza.

Fis-sentenza ¢itata minn Beacon Media Group Limited, il-Qorti Kostituzzjonali ma ddecidietx
li Bord ghandu s-setgha li jaghmel referenza izda jirrizulta li 1-qari tal-istess sentenza li [-Qorti
Kostituzzjonali ezaminat biss kwistjonijiet ohra ormai li I-bord, f’dak il-kaz, u erronjament,
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kien accetta i jaghmel referenza. I1-pozizzjoni gurisprudenzjali kemm lokali kif ukoll tal-Qorti
Ewropea dwar id-Drittijiet tal-Bniedem hija cara fil-pozizzjoni taghha u fl-interpretazzjoni
taghha dwar liema fora ghandhom is-setgha 1i jaghmlu referenza. Ghaldagstant il-Bord qed
jichad it-talba ghal referenza kostituzzjonali u/jew konvenzjonali tas-soc¢jeta Beacon Media
Group Limited u jordna l-prosegwiment tas-smigh.”

Ghal Imperium Europa, is-Sur Charles Sammut spjega li mhux talli RTK, kif obbligat mil-ligi
qatt ma stieden rapprezentant ta’ Imperium Europa izda wkoll li gie mistieden is-Sur Peppi
Azzopardi li semma lil Norman Lowell minghajr ma kien hemm hadd jirribatti. Ghalhekk il-
Bord ged jintalab jimxi mal-ligi.

Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk gietx mizinterpretata 1-opinjoni tas-Sur Norman Lowell. Is-Sur
Charles Sammut wiegeb fil-pozittiv. Staqsa wkoll jekk il-programm kienx politiku u s-Sur
Charles Sammut wiegeb li politika u/jew ta’ grajjiet kurrenti.

Dr Maurice Meli kkwota mill-kummenti li qal Peppi Azzopardi u stagsa gewx indirizzati dawn
it-temi, bis-Sur Charles Sammut iwiegeb li l-partit irid jirribatti dak li ntqal.

Dr Alessandro Lia, membru tal-Bord, qal li I-ilment jasal meta 1-parti li jipproponi r-risposta,
x-xandar ma jirreklamax dik ir-risposta. Qal 1i din l-email issa ged jinghad li mhix ir-risposta
izda talba sabiex issir risposta.

Is-Sur Frans Ghirxi, membru tal-Bord, stagsa jekk l-istazzjon hux qed jagbel mal-kontenut. Dr
Maurice Meli kkonferma dan u rrimarka wkoll 1i t-titlu huwa “dritt tar-risposta”.

I¢-Chairperson ikkwota mill-email u qal li filwaqt li hemm il-URL, hemm test bl-inverted
commas li jidher li din hija r-risposta per se.

Ghal dan is-Sur Charles Sammut wiegeb li perd din mhix ir-risposta per se u wara ta x’wiehed
jifhem li s-segretarju generali kien potenzjalment qed jikkunsidra t-test bhala r-risposta
nnifisha.

Dr Maurice Meli kkwota minn Artikolu 15 ta’ Kap. 579 u qal 1i jekk wiehed jara d-dritt ta’
risposta u jqabbel mat-test lanjat wiehed jara li d-dritt ta’ risposta u t-test lanjat ma ghandhom
x’jaqsmu xejn flimkien. Ghamel ukoll referenza ghal Artikolu 15(3) tal-istess Kap u qal 1i jekk
wiehed jirreferi ghar-risposta tal-Partit Imperium Europa jsib li ma hemmx raguni li din tigi
mxandra u li ghandha tigi skartata. Irrefera wkoll madankollu ghat-tielet paragrafu tar-risposta
proposta fejn qed jigi allegat li kien hemm ksur tad-direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir fir-rigward
tal-episodju inkwistjoni u qal li dan mhux fatt skorrett izda gidba fahxija u defamatorja u li
allura palezament din id-dic¢itura, skont l-istess artiklu hija defamatorja. Ghal din ir-raguni
wkoll talab li I-lanjanza tigi michuda. Saret ukoll referenza ghat-tieni proviso ta’ paragrafu 15.
Qal 1i din kienet xandira kif ipprezentata lill-Awtorita tax-Xandir in ottemporanza mad-
direttiva tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir datata 18 t’ April 2024 liema skeda hija approvata.

Dr Maurice Meli qal ukoll li dwar l-istedina tal-partit, ebda kandidat fil-perjodu kollu mit-29
t”April 2024 ma gie mistieden. Qal ukoll li kien hemm firxa wiesgha ta’ opinjonisti. Qal li ghal
dan iwiegeb li ma jistax ikun li Beacon Media Group Limited ma inkludiex firxa wiesgha. Qal
li t-test qed jigi oggezzjonat kif spjegat.
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Is-Sur Charles Sammut wiegeb 1i 1-ligi tghid li I-programmi jridu jigi pprezentati b’bilan¢ u
imparzjalita u li dan mhux il-kaz. Qal 1i firxa wiesgha ma kienx il-kaz peress li gew mistiedna
nies ta’ naha wahda biss ghax bl-opinjoni ta’ Imperium Europa ma kien hemm hadd.

F’dan l-istadju l-partijiet hallew is-seduta sabiex il-Bord jiddeciedi l-ilment.

[1-Bord ra I-komunikazzjoni ta’ Imperium Europa tat-30 ta’ Mejju 2024 fejn fiha ntalab dritt ta’
risposta mill-istazzjon RTK103. 1I-Bord qies 1i fil-kors tas-smigh, ir-rapprezentanza tal-partit
lanjant issottometta li dik il-komunikazzjoni ma kinitx tikkontjeni r-risposta li 1-Partit
Imperium Europa kien ged jippretendi li tigi mxandra izda li kienet talba biex jinghata dritt
iressaq ir-risposta li xtaq li tigi mxandra. Jekk inhu hekk, il-Bord ma jistax jiehu konjizzjoni
tal-ilment inkwantu tali Imenti jistghu jigu meqjusa jekk ix-xandar jonqos milli jippubblika I-
kontenut tar-risposta, jalterah b’mod irregolari, jikkummenta f’nofs ir-risposta nnifisha u
ragunijiet ohra kif elenkati fir-regolament 8.15 tal-Legizlazzjoni Sussidjarja 350.14 u dawk
skont il-Kap. 579 tal-Ligijiet ta’ Malta. Izda 1-Bord jaghraf ukoll li fil-komunikazzjoni tat-30
ta’ Mejju 2024, hemm paragrafu bil-kwotazzjonijiet li jaghti x’jithem li hija proprju dik ir-
risposta li l-partit lanjant ged jitlob li tigi mxandra b’reazzjoni ghall-programm tat-18 ta’ Mejju
2024 fuq RTK103. Jekk hija din l-interpretazzjoni korretta (u fl-ahhar tas-smigh il-lanjant
ikkon¢eda li min baghat il-komunikazzjoni f’isem il-partit hekk potenzjalment ried), mela
allura il-Bord ghandu jezamina jekk dik ir-risposta taqax fil-parametri ta’ dritt ta’ risposta skont
ir-regolamenti applikabbli. Jidher li 1-ilment tal-partit jikkoncerna tlett dikjarazzjonijiet li saru
mill-mistieden tal-programm is-Sur Peppi Azzopardi u anke xi dikjarazzjonijiet 1i saru mill-
prezentatur il-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi. Wara li I-Bord ezamina l-kontenut tar-risposta iqis li
din bl-ebda mod ma twiegeb ghal xi dikjarazzjonijiet li saru matul il-programm u ghalhekk
mhix qieghda biex tikkoregi, tikkontradixxi jew tispjega id-dikjarazzjonijiet maghmula waqt
il-programm u ssarraf biss f’sottomissjoni generika tal-fehma jew fehmiet tal-partit lanjant.
Ghalhekk f’kwalunkwe kaz, I-ilment tal-Partit Imperium Europa ged jigi mi¢hud.

31 ta’ Mejju 2024
Smigh 08/2024 Numru 8
Ref: 33/24
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Decizjoni ghall-ilment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium FEuropa kontra RTK 103
minhabba t-tieni dritt ta’ risposta mibghut nhar 1-4 ta’ Gunju 2024 ghall-programm datat
18 ta’ Mejju 2024

[1-Bord stieden lill-partit lanjant Imperium Europa sabiex jattendi ghas-smigh li talab fil-
konfront tal-istazzjon RTK103. Il-partit lanjant ilmenta li filwaqt 1i 1-Bord kien diga ddec¢ieda
dwar l-ewwel risposta mibghuta lill-istazzjon, fejn iddecieda li r-risposta ma kinitx tindirizza
l-kummenti maghmula mill-prezentatur matul il-programm ta’ nhar it-18 ta’ Mejju 2024, kien
madankollu baghat it-tieni risposta nhar 1-4 ta’ Gunju 2024, 1i skontu tindirizza dawn il-
kummenti.

Ghal RTK103 dehru s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, editur, flimkien mas-Sinjura Amanda
Ciappara u l-prezentatur il-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi, assistiti mill-Avukat Dr Maurice
Meli. Ghal Imperium Europa deher it-TeZorier is-Sur Charles Sammut.

Dr Maurice Meli f’isem is-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Ltd preliminarjament e¢¢epixxa u
ghamel talba sabiex jigi sostitwit u/jew jirrikuza ruhu Dr Adriano Spiteri bhala Segretarju tal-
Bord u dan ghal ragunjiet illi se jigu spjegati iktar fid-dettall aktar tard f’din is-seduta.
Ghaldagstant qal li gabel ma jsiru s-sottomissjonijiet u t-talba formali tas-soc¢jeta Beacon Media
Group Ltd ghal dan il-ghan, l-istess so¢jeta qieghda formalment titlob sabiex tigi awtorizzata
tipprezenta evidenza u iktar minn hekk sabiex jixhed Dr Adriano Spiteri nnifsu.

Il-partijiet, inkluz is-Segretarju Dr Adriano Spiteri, irtiraw mis-seduta.
[I-Bord awtorizza lil Beacon Media Group Ltd jaghmel id-domandi lil Dr Adriano Spiteri.

Dr Maurice Meli tella’ bhala xhud u stagsa mistogsijiet lis-Segretarju Dr Adriano Spiteri. Dr
Maurice Meli talbu jikkonferma jekk firma fuq dokument finanzjarju datat 2020 kinitx tieghu,
kif ukoll biex isemmi lin-nies li jidhru fir-ritratt tal-artiklu ppubblikat fuq il-Malta Today ta’
nhar 1-4 ta’ Settembru 2014. Is-Segretarju wiegeb ghal dawn il-mistogsijiet u qal li f’dak iz-
zmien hu kien tassew membru fil-partit imsemmi. Dwar I-artikolu ta’ Malta Today qal li dan
inkiteb 10 snin gabel, semma li hu kien informa lil Malta Today li 1-kontenut tal-artikolu ma
kienx veritier, ghaliex hu qatt ma organizza protesti u li dak il-protest imsemmi ma kienx
wiehed ta’ Imperium Europa. Semma wkoll li n-nies fir-ritratt kienu s-Sur Norman Lowell, is-
Sinjura Arlette Baldacchino u s-Sur Antoine Galea, kontestanti ta’ Imperium Europa fl-
elezzjoni tal-2014.

Wara d-desposizzjoni tas-Segretarju Dr Adriano Spiteri, Dr Maurice Meli vverbalizza kif gej:

“Fuq ammissjoni ta’ Dr Adriano Spiteri kkonferma 1illi fil-passat kien mhux biss segwaci tal-
Partit lanjant izda sahansitra esponent ewlieni tal-istess. Ikkonferma wkoll illi bhala esponent
ewlieni iffirma dokumenti kif del resto kellu dritt li jaghmel dak iz-zmien, tal-istess partit
lanjant. Ghaldaqstant hawnhekk ma ahniex nitkellmu sempli¢ciment fuq ‘partitarju’ jew
‘segwaci’ tal-Partit Imperium Europa izda kien holqa integrali fit-tmexxija u l-organizzazzjoni
tal-Partit Imperium Europa. Dr Spiteri kkonferma wkoll 1i fost I-irwoli tieghu bhala Segretarju
ta’ dan il-Bord huwa ghandu l-inkarigu illi jaghmel sommarju ta’ dak li qieghed jinghad u
sottomess waqt is-smigh. Illi di natura dan l-ezercizzju jinvolvi 1-hsieb kritiku ta’ min ged
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jaghmel dak is-sommarju liema sommarju ged jizen dak li ged jinghad u jikkonc¢entrah ghal
dawk l-elementi illi huwa “is-Segretarju tal-Bord™ jahseb bil-hsieb kritiku tieghu illi huwa ta’
importanza u ta’ rilevanza ghall-kaz de quo. Illi b’kuntrast ghas-sottomissjonijiet illi jghidu illi
dan is-sunt kritiku jghaddi mill-gharbiel tal-Bord ghalhekk kwalunkwe ksur potenzjali tad-dritt
tas-smigh xieraq huwa hekk evitat, is-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Ltd tissottometti
assolutament li ma tagbel xejn ma’ dan ir-ragunament. Illi 1-fatt dan is-sunt jghaddi taht 1-
gharbiel tal-membri tal-Bord, f’dak il-mument ikun diga tard wisq. Kwalunkwe dannu
potenzjali li seta’ jkun hemm ha jsir qabel dak il-mument. Ghaldaqstant huwa facli illi zball fl-
ahjar ipotezi u ommissjoni appozita fl-ipotezi tghaddi minghajr il-Bord qas ikun jaf bih. Illi
b’zieda ma’ dan wiehed ma jridx jinsa illi I-gustizzja mhux trid issir izda trid tidher ukoll 1i ssir
f’ghajnejn il-lanjant kif ukoll min ged jirrispondi ghall-istess lanjanza illi b’kull dovut rispett
s-so¢jeta Beacon Media Group Ltd f’din is-sitwazzjoni anke jekk il-gustizzja ssir qatt ma jista’
jkollha I-konvi¢iment morali u ¢-Certezza skont dak dettat mil-ligi, i I-gustizzja ghandha wkoll
tidher 1i qed issir. Ghaldagstant tenut kont ta’ dan li ghadu kif gie sottomess imgabbel max-
xhieda c¢ara ta’ Dr Adriano Spiteri ikun ghalhekk idoneju ghal dan il-kaz partikolari dejjem
sabiex il-gustizzja mhux biss issir izda tidher li qed issir, illi Dr Adriano Spiteri jew jigi sostitut
jew jirrikuza ruhu ghal dan I-ilment partikolari. Fil-kaz illi din it-talba ma tigix milqugha,
s-soc¢jeta Beacon Media Group Ltd minn issa tirriserva li tiehu I-passi opportuni li hija tqis
fic-¢irkustanzi”.

Il-partijiet, inkluz is-Segretarju Dr Adriano Spiteri, regghu hallew is-seduta.
Hekk kif il-Bord sejjah lura s-seduta, il-Bord iddecieda kif gej:

“Il-Bord sema’ l-eccezzjoni preliminari ghar-rikuza tas-Segretarju tal-Bord Dr Adriano
Spiteri. Sema’ lill-istess Dr Adriano Spiteri in ezami. Sema’ s-sottomissjonijiet imressqa
mill-istazzjon dwar l-istess. II-Bord, in vista tal-fatt li l-istess Dr Adriano Spiteri mhuwiex
membru bil-vot tal-Awtorita u ma jippartecipax fid-decizjonijiet tal-Awtorita, kif ukoll in vista
tal-fatt li I-Awtorita tesprimi lilha nnifisha minnufih u mhux wara l-qari tal-Minuti, jichad it-
talba ta’ Beacon Media Group Ltd ghar-rikuza/jew sostituzzjoni tas-Segretarju tal-Bord. II-
Bord ged jordna I-prosegwiment tas-smigh.”

Is-Sur Charles Sammut qal li fid-decizjoni tal-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, I-Awtorita ddecidiet li ma
tilgax id-dritt ta’ risposta u ghalhekk intbaghtet risposta ohra. Din ir-risposta giet esebita u
konfermata mir-rapprezentanti tal-istazzjon.

Dr Maurice Meli stagsa lill-lanjant jekk dan id-dritt kien relatat mal-programm ta’ Andrew
Azzopardi tat-18 ta’ Mejju 2024, bis-Sur Charles Sammut jikkonferma.

Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk kienx hemm diga seduta qabel u kienx hemm decizjoni datata
18 ta’ Mejju 2024. Is-Sur Charles Sammut ikkonferma t-tnejn 1i huma.

F’dan il-mument gie mistieden minn Beacon Media Group Ltd is-Sur Peppi Azzopardi bhala
xhud peress li kien il-partecipant fil-programm Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 tat-18 ta’ Mejju
2024. F’dan l-istadju l-istazzjon ipprezenta filmat li xxandar seduta stante u li permezz tieghu
l-istazzjon ried jaghmel paragun ma’ dak li kien ged jigi mitlub mill-partit lanjant.

Dr Maurice Meli ghamel referenza ghat-traskrizzjoni ta’ dak li ntqal mis-Sur Peppi Azzopardi
wagqt il-programm lanjat u stagsih sabiex jispjega dwar xiex kien ged jitkellem. Is-Sur Peppi
Azzopardi wiegeb li ma kienx mistieden biex jitkellem dwar is-Sur Norman Lowell izda dwar
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affarijiet ohra inkluz survey li tindika li hemm xi nies li mhux se jivvutaw, u li sejrin issa
jivvutaw lil Norman Lowell. Qal 1i jekk wiehed jivvota lis-Sur Norman Lowell ged jagbel li
dawk li se jkollhom overdose ghandhom jithallew mal-art.

Xehed ukoll is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo bhala editur. Dr Maurice Meli staqsih x’jahseb dwar
it-tieni dritt ta’ risposta. Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo spjega li din diga kienet diskussa u
decizjoni ghaliha nghatat fil-31 ta’ Mejju 2024 (Ref.: 33/24). Qal li dak li qal il-mistieden kien
fattwali u li dak li kellu jikkunsidra sabiex jaderixxi mal-ligi huwa kien ghamlu.

Mistogst minn Dr Maurice Meli dwar x’jahseb dwar it-tieni risposta Dr Kevin
Papagiorcopulo wiegeb li ma jahsibx 1i hemm dritt skont il-ligi.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut wiegeb li s-Sur Norman Lowell mhux dejjem jispjega ruhu sew u li
dak 1i baghat il-partit kien infatti osservazzjonijiet dwar il-kummenti li saru mis-Sur Peppi
Azzopardi matul il-programm.

Dr Maurice Meli spjega li b’mod preliminari qed teccepixxi ir-res judicata u ghamel referenza
ghad-dritt ta’ risposta pprezentata nhar 1-4 ta’ Gunju 2024 liema punt ghamel referenza ghal
dak diga dec¢iz mill-istess Bord fil-31 ta’ Mejju 2024. Ghamel referenza ghall-kawza fl-ismijiet
Vito Domenico Bendvenca vs Direttur Generali Veterinary and Animal Welfare tal-25 ta’
Novembru 2014 deciza mill-Imhallef J.R. Micallef u Michael Chetcuti vs Miller Distributions
Ltd and Victor Chetcuti de¢iza mill-Qorti tal-Appell fI-1 ta’ Awwissu 2023, ghall-kawza Raba
Construction Ltd vs Cutajar Construction Ltd, kif ukoll ghall-kawza Dr Jose Herrera noe vs
Anthony Cassar et noe tal-2022. Qal 1i dawn il-kawzi kollha jghidu li meta kawza tittratta I-
istess suggett, l-istess partijiet kif ukoll l-istess disputa, (aedem res/personae/causa petendi),
dawn huma elementi fundamentali ta’ res judicata. Ghalhekk, hekk kif konfermat mis-Sur
Charles Sammut, qal 1i qed issir referenza ghall-istess lanjanza, bejn l-istess partijiiet u fuq I-
istess suggett. Qal li dwar dan diga kien hemm decizjoni. Qal ukoll li I-partit kien imissu
ssottometta r-risposta li haseb li hi tajba fil-bidu ghax il-kuncett ta’ dritt ta’ risposta mhux
wiehed li jtik 1-okkazjoni sakemm iggibha tajba. Minghajr pregudizzju ghal dak hu ssottometta
illi dak kollu li ntqal mis-Sur Peppi Azzopardi matul il-programm tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi,
la kien kummentarju u lanqas opinjoni. Tant li d-dritt ta’ risposta qed tindirizza l-punti fattwali
u mhux kontestati li ntqalu minn mistieden dwar is-Sur Norman Lowell. Ghamel paragun fejn
mistieden qal li s-sema blu u xi hadd irrregistra risposta fejn is-sema mhix blu. Qal li s-so¢jeta
Beacon Media Group Ltd temmen bis-sahha illi dan I-ilment ghandu jigi mi¢hud u li fin-nuqqas
se jinholoq precedent ikrah li I-legizlatur zgur ma kienx qed jahseb f’dan. Qal li dan I-ilment
ghandu jigi michud in toto.

Is-Sur Charles Sammut ikkummenta li I-ewwel risposta giet ikkunsidrata bhala mhix konformi
mal-ligi. Qal li r-risposta li ntbghatet qed tirrispondi ghal dak 1i kien intqal.

Dr Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, stagsa lis-Sur Charles Sammut jekk
il-qofol tal-kwistjoni hix pozizzjoni dwar il-partit. Is-Sur Charles Sammut qal li s-Sur Norman
Lowell semma li min huwa b’overdose ghandu jithalla fit-triq u mhux jithalla jmut kif qal is-
Sur Peppi Azzopardi.

Dr Peter Fenech rega’ stagsa jekk l-ilmentatur hux jghid li s-Sur Peppi Azzopardi kien qed
jikkummenta dwar is-Sur Norman Lowell jew dwar il-Partit Imperium Europa. Is-Sur Charles
Sammut wiegeb li s-Sur Norman Lowell huwa kandidat u fundatur tal-Partit Imperium Europa.
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Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord iddiskuta dan I-ilment.

[I-Bord ghadda sabiex janalizza t-tieni risposta mibghuta minn Imperium Europa. I1-Bord
jinnota 1i dan id-dritt ta’ risposta jikkonsisti billi wiehed jikkoregi, jikkjarifika jew
jikkontradixxi dak li qalet persuna ohra.

[I-Bord ghadda sabiex jikkunsidra I-e¢¢ezzjoni tar-res judicata. Wara li sema’ s-
sottomissjonijiet taz-zewg partitjiet il-Bord jiddikjara illi minkejja li f’kontenut tar-risposta
proposta mil-lanjant tirreferi ghall-istess programm li dwaru diga kien hemm talba ghal dritt
ta’ risposta liema Iment gie michud mill-Awtorita fil-31 ta’Mejju 2024, il-Bord jaghraf li 1-
kontenut tar-risposta proposta huwa gdid u dwaru 1-Bord m’esprimiex ruhu. Konsegwentement
jichad l-e¢cezzjoni tar-res judicata.

[1-Bord ghadda sabiex jikkunsidra l-ilment fil-mertu u kkunsidra s-sottomissjonijiet imressqa,
rega’ ra r-risposta mibghuta mill-ilmentatur jiddikjara li 1-kontenut tar-risposta ma jindirizza
l-ebda Iment u fih biss spjegazzjoni ta’ policy meta l-kummenti mill-opinjonista fil-programm
ma kinux qged jirribattu l-policy tal-Partit Imperium Europa izda kienu kritika tal-kummenti li
esprima l-partit, liema kummenti l-istazzjon gab prova dwarhom. Ghalhekk il-Bord mhuwiex
qed jilga’ I-ilment ghar-ragunijiet hawn fuq spjegati.

I1-Bord jaghmel ukoll referenza ghal diversi kummenti li ghadda l-istazzjon dwar id-drittijiet
tieghu u r-riservi ta’ passi ulterjuri fil-konfront tal-Awtorita. Il-Bord jaghraf 1i dawn il-
kummenti bl-ebda mod mhuma se jinfluwenzaw lill-Awtorita fir-responsabbiltajiet li ghandha
fejn dejjem iddecidiet skont dak li tqis korrett entro 1-parametri tal-ligi 1i hi tosserva.

6 ta’ Gunju 2024
Smigh 09/2024 Numru 1
Ref: 33/24
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Decizjoni dwar ilment mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN) datat 10 ta’ Lulju 2024 rigward
TVM News dwar ix-xhieda tal-Kummissarju tal-Istandards

Dan l-ilment tressaq minn Dr Michael Piccinino ghan-nom tal-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN)
fil-konfront ta’ PBS Ltd rigward rappurtagg tar-rapport tal-Kummissarju tal-Istandards li sab
li nkisret l-etika meta gie mxandar filmat li mhux suppost gie mxandar.

Prezenti ghas-seduta 1i saret fit-18 ta’ Lulju 2024 quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir, kien hemm preZenti s-Segretarju Generali tal-PN Dr Michael Piccinino.
Ghall-PBS dehru 1-Kap tal-Ahbarijiet u Agent Editur, is-Sur Owen Galea u Dr Mark Vassallo
bhala r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS. Matul is-smigh, Dr Michael Piccinino qal li ttella’
I-Kummissarju tal-Istandards li fix-xhieda tieghu quddiem il-Kumitat Parlamentari dwar
I-Istandards, tenna li Dr Robert Abela kiser I-etika permezz ta’ dan il-filmat. Qal li meta
Mhallef Emeritus jghid rakkont bhal dan ifisser 1i mhux disputibbli I-valur t’ahbar. Kompla li
dak li jinghad taht gurament fil-Parlament zgur ghandu piz kbir.

Dr Michael Piccinino kompla jghid li I-fatt li I-Kummissarju tal-Istandards xehed taht gurament
huwa fatt izda 1-PBS ghazel 1i jhalli dan barra mir-rappurtagg tieghu.

Dr Mark Vassallo, rapprezentant legali ghall-PBS, wiegeb li din I-istorja kienet ixxandret fI-10
ta’ Lulju 2024. Dr Michael Piccinino irribatta li 1-Ing. Dalli wiegeb li ma kienx hemm valur
t’ahbar. Dr Mark Vassallo qal li 1-PBS irrapporta I-ahbar 3 xhur u nofs gabel, cio¢ fid-19 ta’
Marzu 2024, fejn dakinhar il-PBS ippubblikat il-konkluZjonijiet tal-investigazzjoni fejn
il-Kummissarju tal-Istandards kien sab ksur ta’ etika. Kompla li I-bullettin inkluda 1-ahbar
fl-10 ta’ Lulju 2024 u li dan ¢ertament mhux minhabba l-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN)
izda ghax kien skedat jaghmel dan.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li xi haga 1i ghandha valur t’ahbar trid tixxandar dakinhar stess u
mhux wara. Wiegeb ghal dak li gal Dr Mark Vassallo li 1-htija kienet li tmur kontra 1-etika u
cio¢ I-Prim Ministru kisirx 1-etika jew le.

Dr Mark Vassallo rribatta li I-ilment ma kienx fuq dik it-tema.

Wara li I-partijiet hallew is-seduta 1-Bord ghadda sabiex jistharreg is-sottomissjonijiet. I1-Bord
ikkonferma li x-xandira tassew saret 1-ghada, 1-10 ta’ Lulju 2024, u ghal din ir-raguni ma lagqax
l-ilment.

2 ta’ Awwissu 2024
Smigh 10/2024 Numru 6
Ref: 36/24
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Decizjoni rigward ilment mill-Partit Nazzjonalista (PN) datata 10 ta’ Lulju 2024 rigward
rappurtagg fl-ahbarijiet ta> TVM tad-9 ta’ Lulju 2024 dwar l-agir tal-Kunsilliera
Laburisti dwar vot ghal Sindku ta’ Birkirkara

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista dwar
l-ahbarijiet ta’ TVM tad-9 ta’ Lulju 2024 dwar rappurtagg tal-kaz tal-hatra tas-Sindku
tal-Kunsill Lokali ta’ B’Kara fejn il-PN innomina lis-Sinjura Desiree Grech filwaqt 1i I-PL
innomina lis-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech.

Prezenti ghas-seduta 1i saret fit-18 ta’ Lulju 2024 quddiem il-Bord tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir, kien hemm prezenti s-Segretarju Generali tal-PN Dr Michael Piccinino. Ghall-PBS
dehru 1-Kap tal-Ahbarijiet u Agent Editur, is-Sur Owen Galea u Dr Mark Vassallo bhala
r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal 1i I-PBS xandar stqarrija tal-Partit Laburista (PL) biex jiggustifika
l-agir tal-kandidati tieghu u 1-vot dwar is-Sindku, madankollu nagas milli jirrapporta dak li
qalet is-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech fuq il-mezzi so¢jali dwar dak li gara. Tenna li I-valur
tal-ahbar kien il-vot tas-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech u dan ghax ma mxietx mal-linja tal-partit.
Qal li dakinhar il-PBS xandar biss stqarrija tal-PL. Fid-dawl ta’ dan, Dr Michael Piccinino qal
li kellu jittieched kumment tas-sindku. Qal li madankollu ma ttiched I-ebda kumment mis-sindku
u anqas dikjarazzjonijiet li ghamlet is-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech.

Dr Michael Piccinino spjega li minkejja li dawn kienu kummenti fuq il-midja so¢jali xorta
wahda kien jimmeritahom li jigu rrappurtati avolja kienu kummenti miktuba fuq facebook.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb dwar x’kellha tkun il-valur tal-ahbar u 1i sta ghall-editur li qieghed
hemm biex jiddeciedi dwar il-valur tal-ahbar. Il-valur tal-ahbar kien li s-sindku nhatret ghal
tliet xhur. Dr Mark Vassallo qara wkoll partijiet mit-traskrizzjoni fejn issemma wkoll il-fatt 1i
s-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech ivvutat kontra 1-partit taghha u dan gie rrappurtat sahansitra
fl-ewwel paragrafu tar-rapport. Dr Mark Vassallo stieden lill-Bord isegwi x’gara waqt il-laggha
ghaliex is-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech ma qalet xejn hlief li vvutat kontra I-partit. Qal li
sadanittant il-PL hareg stqarrija filwaqt li I-PN ma hareg xejn. Ikkonkluda li meta 1-PN ghamel
stqarrijiet dwar sindki ohra, dawn gew irrappurtati izda kkummenta li 1-PN ma kienx hareg
stqarrija.

Dr Michael Piccinino kkwota diversi gurnali li qablu dwar il-valur ta’ ahbar, hlief il-PBS.
Ammetta li I-PN ma harigx stqarrija dwar dan, madankollu tenna li ma giex ilmentat dan il-fatt.
Qal 1i mkien fl-ilment tal-PN ma qal li ma xxandritx l-istqarrija tal-PN izda anzi li b’mod
holistiku ma xxandritx Il-istorja kollha. Ladarba, skont il-PBS, kienet importanti I-hatra
tas-sindku, mela allura kellhom jixxandru kollha.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord iddiskuta dan 1-ilment.

I1-Bord irrefera ghat-traskrizzjonijiet fejn hass li jirrizulta li 1-ahbar inghatat mill-PBS b’mod
shih u li gie rrappurtat ukoll il-fatt li s-Sinjura Yana Debono Grech ma mxietx mad-direzzjoni
li kien talab il-Partit Laburista. Ghaldagstant il-Bord ma lagax I-ilment.

2 ta’ Awwissu 2024
Smigh 10/2024 Numru 7
Ref: 37/24
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa assistit b’akkuza
kontra RTK103 dwar il-programm Andrew Azzopardi on RTK103 rigward ksur
tad-direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Imperium Europa
rigward ksur tad-Direttiva mahruga mill-istess Awtorita tax-Xandir nhar it-18 ta’ April
2024 u li kienet tapplika ghal matul il-perjodu tal-kampanja elettorali tal-Elezzjonijiet
tal-Parlament Ewropew.

L-ilment ta’ Imperium Europa, datat 30 ta’ Mejju 2024, kien jirreferi ghall-programm ta’
grajjiet kurrenti fuqg RTK103.

Inzammew numru ta’ seduti ghal dan is-smigh. Nhar is-6 ta’ Gunju 2024, dehru s-Sur
Charles Sammut in rapprezentanza tal-Partit Imperium Europa kif ukoll is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo bhala l-editur tal-istazzjon lanjat, is-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara kif ukoll
il-Professur Andrew Azzopardi, assistiti mill-Avukat Dr Maurice Meli.

Dr Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, stagsa lir-rapprezentant ta’
Imperium Europa jekk kienx ghad fadallu interess fl-ilment. Is-Sur Charles Sammut
wiegeb fil-pozittiv. F’dak I-istadju Dr Maurice Meli spjega li l-istazzjon ma kienx ir¢ieva
l-ilment minghand I-Awtorita. F’dan l-istadju 1-Bord ta kopja tal-ilment seduta stante u
ddecieda li s-smigh kellu jigi diferit sabiex l-istazzjon jinghata I-hin biex jipprepara
d-difiza tieghu. Dan sar bi gbil bejn il-partijiet prezenti.

Wara s-smigh, il-partit lanjant kiteb lill-Bord b’referenza ghal sezzjoni 5 tal-imsemmija
Direttiva u talab 1i fi¢c-Cirkustanzi li 1-Awtorita tohloq gustizzja permezz tad-Direttiva
taghha stess billi tisma’ u tiddeciedi l-ilment qabel l-elezzjoni u mhux wara ghax
l-osservanza kellha tigi kkunsidrata b'urgenza. Din il-komunikazzjoni giet segwita b’ohra
ftit wara fejn il-Partit Imperium Europa ghamel referenza ghad-decizjoni tal-istess Bord
tas-27 ta' Mejju fl-okkju PN vs PBS i kienet tghid: “Dr Michael Piccinino zied li
minhabba l-importanza ta' dan is-suggett li qed jiddomina I-kampanja elettorali, ged
Jjintalab smigh urgenti. IlI-Bord laga’ din it-talba u skeda dan is-smigh ghal ftit sighat
wara”. 1l-Partit lanjant ilmenta li mhux ged jinghata trattament ugwali.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord Itaga’ b’urgenza virtwalment sabiex jiddiskuti 1-argumenti
migjuba u ha konjizzjoni tal-komunikazzjoni li possibbilment halliet barra I-ilment
originali fil-komunikazzjoni tal-akkuza 1i harget skont id-detti ta’ Kap. 350.07
lill-istazzjon. I1-Bord idderiga lill-Kap Ezekuttiv tibghat s-segwenti risposta lill-Partit
lanjant fit-20:00 tal-istess jum:

“L-Awtorita hadet konoxxenza tal-korrispondenza mibghuta llum, wahda
fil-15:54 u 17.42 iltagghet b'urgenza llejla sabiex tiddiskuti dawn iz-zewg
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komunikazjonijiet. L-Awtorita taghmel referenza ghall-fatti kif graw illum
waranofsinhar  senjatament illi dan is-smigh segwa [-procedura
tad-Direttiva u gie mibghut direttament lill-Awtorita li dan is-smigh
instema' b'urgenza u minnufih li waqt dan is-smigh I-istazzjon gab
ghall-gharfien tal-Bord quddiem ir-rapprezentant tal-ilmentatur li ma
kellux kopja tal-ilment formali mressaq minn Imperium Europa.

1l-Bord ha nota tal-fatt li I-ilmentatur ma oggezzjonax ghal diferiment ghal
tempo vergine. I1I-Bord ghalhekk ipproceda li jikkoncedi differiment.

1l-Bord ghalhekk tenut kont il-grajjiet kif graw waranofsinhar kif ukoll
tal-fatt li I-kampanja elettorali li taghlag minn hawn u erba’ sighat ohra
tiddeciedi li ma tilqax it-talba sabiex is-smigh jigi rikjamat ghal-lejla stess .

[I-partit lanjant rega’ wiegeb dakinhar stess. Ghal dan il-Bord idde¢ieda 1i din
il-komunikazzjoni ma kellhiex ghalfejn tigi mwiegba.

It-tieni smigh kien skedat ghall-20 ta> Gunju 2024, madankollu is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo kiteb li ma setax jattendi. Ghaldaqgstant il-Bord iffissa it-tieni seduta
ghat-18 ta’ Lulju 2024. Ghal dan is-smigh dehru l-istess partijiet. Deher ukoll is-Sur
Matthew Xuereb, l-editur il-gdid tal-istazzjon lanjat u s-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara, Head
of Programmes and Business Development, filwaqt li s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo
fil-kariga 1-gdida tieghu bhala Kap Ezekutiv tal-Beacon Media Group Ltd, inghaqad
virtwalment.

I¢-Chairman fetah is-smigh billi fakkar 1i din hija kontinwazzjoni tas-smigh ta’ qabel
l-elezzjoni u ¢ioé ta’ nhar is-6 ta’ Gunju 2024.

Dr Maurice Meli qal 1li hu jixtieq iressaq zewg eccezzjonijiet fosthom dwar ir-rwol
tas-Segretarju tal-Bord u t-talba ghar-rikuza tieghu.

II-Bord wiegeb 1i dwar din il-materja diga kien hemm decizjoni tal-Awtorita fl-ilment
precedenti bejn l-istess partijiet.

Dr Maurice Meli xorta xtaq iressaq l-ilment tieghu u spjega li quddiem I-Imhallef Aaron
Bugeja hemm proc¢eduri pendenti u qal 1i ghandu ec¢¢ezzjoni ohra dwar il-Kap Ezekuttiv.
Dr Maurice Meli sostna li d-de¢izjoni tal-Qorti se jkollha impatt dirett fuq l-andament ta’
dawn il-proc¢eduri. Qal li f’dik il-kawza ged jikkontestaw il-pozizzjoni legali tal-irwol
tal-Kap Ezekuttiv fi hdan 1-Awtorita tax-Xandir u fi hdan il-Bord. Ghalhekk tenna li hu
jemmen li s-sentenza ta’ dik il-kawza se jkollha impatt dirett fuq il-proc¢eduri mhaddna u
li ghalhekk 1-Awtorita kellha tissospendi dawn il-proc¢eduri.

Dr Maurice Meli kompla billi vverbalizza kif gej:

“Dr Maurice Meli ghas-soc¢jeta Beacon Group Media Ltd jibda billi jissoleva zewg punti
preliminari.
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Is-so¢jeta Media Beacon Group Ltd toggezzjona ghall-prezenza ta’ Dr Adriano Spiteri
fl-irwol tieghu bhala Segretarju tal-Bord f’dawn il-pro¢eduri. Referenza ssir ghax-xhieda
li ta Dr Adriano Spiteri stess.

L-ewwel oggezzjoni hi ghall-prezenza tas-Segretarju ghall-fatt stabbilit li Dr Adriano
Spiteri kien esponent ewlieni fil-leadership tal-partit lanjant f"dawn il-proc¢eduri. B’'mod
specifiku dwar l-ewwel oggezzjoni s-socjeta Beacon Media Group Ltd taghmel referenza
ghax-xhieda ta’ Dr Adriano Spiteri fil-proceduri tas-6 ta’ Gunju 2024.

It-tieni oggezzjoni, (li sejjah bhala punt prattiku) huwa s-sottomissjoni tal-proceduri
pendenti quddiem il-Prim’ Awla tal-Qorti Civili fl-ismijiet Beacon Media Group Ltd kontra
I-Awtorita tax-Xandir u kontra Dr Joanna Spiteri (referenza 184/24AB). Il-kawza
msemmija tissottolinea numru ta’ oggezzjonijiet li kellhom I-istess so¢jeta Beacon Media
Group Ltd fuq l-irwol tal-Kap Ezekuttiv fi hdan [-Awtorita tax-Xandir u ghalhekk
is-so¢jeta temmen li l-ezitu tal-procedura jaf ikollha effett fuq il-proceduri odjerni.
Ghaldagstant is-so¢jeta Beacon Group Media Ltd ged titlob 1i dawn il-proceduri jigu
sospizi sakemm tigi konkluza u ddeterminata il-kawza fil-Prim’ Awla tal-Qorti Civili.

Dr. Meli ttratta dwar dawn iz-zewg punti u wara l[-Bord stieden lill-partijiet sabiex
jallontaw mill-kamra, inkluz is-Segretarju tal-Bord. Ghal dawn l-oggezzjonijiet il-Bord
iddecieda hekk:

“Il-Bord ha konjizzjoni tal-ec¢cezzjoni preliminari mressqa mis-socjeta
Beacon Group Media Ltd. Il-Bord jaghmel referenza ghad-decizjoni
tieghu li diga ha fuq l-istess punt sollevat bejn Il-istess partijiet fi
proceduri differenti bejniethom 6 ta’ Gunju 2024 u 31 ta’ Mejju 2024 u
ghar-ragunijiet ga mfissra tichad it-talba.”

[1-Bord stieden lura lis-Segretarju u meta allontanat il-Kap Ezekuttiv iddecieda dwar
it-tieni oggezzjoni kif gej:

“L-Awtorita tikkunsidra t-tieni oggezzjoni sollevata wara li hadet
konjizzjoni tal-proceduri msemmija mill-istess socjeta tirrileva li dik
l-azzjoni hija azzjoni bbazata a tenur tal-Artiklu 4694 fejn it-talbiet
taghha jirrelataw ghal decizjoni specifika li hadet I-Awtorita, l-att
amministrattiv u peress li ma tarax kif dik is-sentenza tista’ tincidi fug
dawn il-proceduri, tichad l-oggezzjoni u tordna I-prosegwiment.”

Mar-ritorn tal-partijiet kollha u tal-Kap Ezekuttiv, il-Bord qara d-decizjonijiet tieghu u
kompla billi stieden lis-Sur Charles Sammut sabiex jaghti sfond tal-ilment imressaq. Is-Sur
Charles Sammut qal 1i wara sfida sfaccata li 1-Partit Imperium Europa ma kienx se jkun
mistieden, anke jekk ikun obbligat permezz ta’ Direttiva, baqa’ ma nbidel xejn u dan bi
ksur lampanti tal-istess Direttiva tal-Awtorita. Qal 1i I-Awtorita anzi kellha tipprocedi ex
ufficio.
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Dr Maurice Meli stagsa lis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, 1i dak iz-Zmien kien l-editur
tal-istazzjon, dwar x’ghandu xi jghid fuq l-ilment tas-Sur Charles Sammut.

Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo wiegeb li primarjament ma kien hemm ebda kandidati waqt
dawn il-programmi u li din kienet dec¢izjoni editorjali. Qal li kien hemm madwar 60
persuna mistiedna li kollha esprimew veduti tal-partiti kollha. Ghalhekk skont hu dak li
ged jghid is-Sur Charles Sammut ma jregix ghaliex il-kandidati ma gewx mistiedna u li
l-istazzjon accerta li 1-veduti kollha jigu mistiedna. Mistogsi minn Dr Maurice Meli kif
kienu jintghazlu n-nies, is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo wiegeb 1i wara laqgha
mal-prezentatur u l-producer tal-programm kienu jaghzlu nies mistiedna kull gimgha
b’firxa wiesgha ta’ mistednin li jirrapprezentaw il-fehmiet politi¢i kollha. Ghamel ukoll
referenza ghal korrispondenza li kellu ma’ Dr Joanna Spiteri, il-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir, bl-ahhar wahda fil-31 ta’ Mejju 2024, fejn fiha kien informaha li 1-kandidati
mhux se jkunu mistiedna. Qal ukoll li kienet tkun ukoll inkluza s-Sinjura Amanda
Ciappara. Is-Sur Papagiorcopulo qal li kellhom telefonata ma’ Dr Joanna Spiteri dwar
il-mistednin fil-programmi u rrefera ghal numru ta’ imejls skambjati bejnu u 1-Kap
Ezekuttiv tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, li kienu saru f’dan ir-rigward.

Is-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara kompliet i hi kienet hafna drabi tibghat ukoll il-lista permezz
ta’ imejl u li r-risposta kienet tkun ‘noted’. Is-Sinjura Ciappara qalet li sahansitra f’imejl
tal-5 ta> Gunju 2024, kienet iréeviet risposta minghand is-Sur Randolph Micallef li qal li
prima facie ma hemmx problemi.

Dr Alessandro Lia, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, ikkummenta li peress li
s-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo qal 1i 1-istazzjon kien stieden mistiedna li esprimew il-veduti
politi¢i kollha, hass li kellu jistagsi min kienu I-mistiedna li esprimew il-veduta politika
tal-lanjant.

Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo, ghalkemm wiegeb li kien hemm mistiedna tal-istess fehma
tal-partit lanjant, ma wegibx specifikament ghal dan u qal 1i jridu jsiru traskrizzjonijiet ta’
dak 1i ntqal. Kompla 1i hu jhoss li jrid isir jekk ma sarx diga min-naha tal-Awtorita.

Dr Maurice Meli pprezenta lista tal-mistednin li tindika diversi nies li kien hemm waqt
il-programmi mxandra fuq RTK103.

Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk Dr Joanna Spiteri tikkonfermax il-lista tal-mistednin. Dr
Joanna Spiteri wiegbet li qed tifhem li dawn kienu l-istess listi li kienu jintbaghtu
mill-istazzjon u dan dejjem skont kif kien mitlub mid-Direttiva. Dr Maurice Meli stagsa
wkoll jekk qattx kienet oggezzjonat ghal-lista. Dr Joanna Spiteri kkonfermat li kienet
tir¢ievi listi ta’ programmi differenti u l-unika darba li esprimiet opinjoni kienet
f’telefonata mal-editur u s-Sinjura Amanda Ciappara fejn imbaghad baghtet imejl fid-29
ta’ Mejju 2024 li rreferiet ghat-telefonata. Ikkonfermat li RTK 103 ma kienx qed jistieden
kandidati. Qalet 11 hi kienet ukoll kitbet 1i 1-obbligu tal-bilan¢ u imparzjalita xorta wahda
japplika avolja ma jkunx hemmx kandidati. Spjegat li RTK103 wiegbu li se jkun hemm
firxa wiesgha ta’ opinjonijiet. Tenniet ukoll li ma setghetx tohrog akkuza gabel ghaliex
I-Awtorita dejjem kienet tistenna li jkun ghad fadal l-ahhar programm fejn wiehed
jikkonforma ruhu.
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Dr Maurice Meli stagsa x’wassal lill-Kap Ezekuttiv sabiex tohrog akkuza. Dr Joanna
Spiteri wiegbet 1li fl-ahhar gimgha tal-kampanja kienet applikat procedura riferita
fil-L.S.350.07, wara li giet formalment rikjesta taghmel dan mill-partit lanjant.

Dr Alessandro Lia stagsa jekk il-proc¢eduri li ged isesmmi Dr Maurice Meli humiex dawk
sub-judice quddiem I-Imhallef Bugeja. Dr Maurice Meli qal 1i hu jrid ikun jaf xi xpruna
din 1id-decizjoni. Ghal dan Dr Joanna Spiteri wiegbet 1li l-Awtorita, permezz
tad-Dipartiment tal-Monitoragg, issegwi programmi ta’ kull stazzjon u dak kollu 1i jkun
qed jigi mxandar. Fil-process 1-Awtorita tir¢ievi wkoll lista ta’ mistednin li gieli tinbidel
minhabba ¢-Cirkustanzi tal-grajjiet kurrenti. Qalet li I-Awtorita ma tistenniex li bilan¢
jintlahaq fl-ewwel xandira u ghalhekk jinghata ¢ans twil. Fil-kaz tal-RTK103 kienet ged
tistenna lista minn Sibt ghal Sibt u spjegat li aderenza mad-Direttiva ma tistax tigi stabbilita
f’perjodu qasir. Qalet li I-monitoragg isegwi xorta wahda I-programmi u ma jistriehx biss
fuq il-lista ta’ partecipanti li hija rikjesta mid-Direttiva imma jisma’ wkoll il-kontenut
tal-programm per se.

Dr Maurice Meli rega’ stagsa jekk mil-lista ta’ mistiedna li gew provduti tistax tikkonferma
jekk hadd minnhom esprimiex ideat li jhaddnu Imperium Europa. Dr Joanna Spiteri
wiegbet 11 mir-rapporti li ghandha ma jirrizultax Ii kien hemm xi pozizzjoni politika
uffi¢jalment imnedija jew promossa mill-Partit Imperium Europa fuq RTK103. Ghalhekk
Dr Maurice Meli stagsa jekk 1-Awtorita iddeterminatx jekk xi hadd mis-60 mistieden kienx
semma fehmiet tal-Imperium Europa u talab li jinghata r-rapporti tal-monitoring u jitla’
jixhed il-persuna li ghamlet il-monitoragg. Insista li ghandu d-dritt ikun jaf u vverbalizza
li:

“In vista tax-xhieda tal-lum, Beacon Media Group Limited formalment titlob dan il-Bord
sabiex jigi prodott rapprezentant tal-imsemmi monitoring board/team bhala xhud sabiex
Jjixhed fil-proceduri odjerni.”

Ghal dan il-Bord informa lill-istazzjon lanjat kif gej:

“F’dan l-istadju [-Bord qieghed jidderigi lil Beacon Media Group Ltd
sabiex qabel jigi deciz jingiebx rapprezentant tal-monitoring team
sabiex isirulu xi domandi, jizvela l-istess Beacon Media Group Ltd,
min huma dawk il-mistiedna [i skont huma esprimew Il-istess
opinjonijiet tal-lanjant f’dawn il-proceduri biex b’hekk skont Beacon
issodisfa l-firxa wiesgha ta’ opinjonijiet politi¢i”.

I¢-Chairman fakkar li fl-intervent tas-Sur Papagiorcopulo, l-istazzjon lanjat qal li jinsab
cert li minn dawn is-60 mistieden kien hemm opinjonijiet u fehmiet tal-Partit Imperium
Europa inkluzi.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li jixtieq jara kif il-Kap Ezekuttiv hasset li dan I-ilment kien wiehed
ta’ sustanza. Dwar il-punt imqajjem mi¢-Chairman, qal li huwa pjuttost konvint li fehmiet
minn kull partit politiku kienu mxandra matul is-serje ta’ xandiriet u ¢io¢ matul il-perjodu
tad-Direttiva.
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Is-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo ghamel intervent iehor u qara parti mill-ittra tal-akkuza
“diskussjonijiet m’esponenti ta’ Imperium Europa”. Semma dak li skont hu kien gal Dr
Peter Fenech, membru tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, waqt decizjoni precedenti tat-2
ta’ Mejju 2024, fejn esprima li mhux esponenti partikolari li jippretendu li jattendu
l-programmi jridu jigu mistiedna, izda ghandhom jigu mxandra I-fehmiet politi¢i tal-partiti
kollha.

I1-Bord aggorna s-smigh ghal jum iehor u ddiskuta r-rikjesti tal-istazzjon lanjat f’laqgha
virtwali fit-22 ta’ Lulju 2024. 11-Bord baghat risposta lill-partijiet fl-istess jum. F’din
ir-risposta 1-Bord irrefera ghad-dec¢izjoni tal-25 ta’ Marzu 2024 (smigh 3/24 ref.:07/24)
fl-ismijiet PN vs PBS, kif ukoll ghal akkuza kontra I-PBS ta’ nhar it-12 ta’ Di¢embru 2023
(akkuza 15/2023 ref.:65/01). Permezz ta’ din ir-risposta I-Bord informa 1i d-dokumenti
interni huma meqjusa privileggjati, li hu ma jippermettix il-prezentata tar-rapport tat-tim
tal-monitoragg, kif ukoll li ged jistenna mill-istazzjon lanjat sabiex jindika spec¢ifikament
min mis-60 mistieden imsemmi fil-lista prezentati minnu kien esprima fehma li
tirrapprezenta lill-Partit Imperium Europa. I1-Bord ta lill-istazzjon lanjat sas-26 ta’ Lulju
2024 sabiex jipprezenta dan u gharraf li s-smigh ta’ nhar il-31 ta’ Lulju 2024 se jkun finali
in aderanza ma’ Artikolu 8(2) ta’ Kap.350.

Fid-29 ta’ Lulju 2024, i¢-Chairman tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir ir¢ieva ittra bil-posta
datata 25 ta’ Lulju 2024, mibghuta ghan-nom u in rapprezentanza ta’ Beacon Media Group
Ltd, fejn giet mitluba r-rikuza tal-membri kollha tal-Bord kif ukoll 1i tigi permessa x-xhieda
ta’ rapprezentant mis-sezzjoni tal-monitoragg.

Ghaldagstant il-Bord irrefera l-istess korrispondenza lill-konsulent legali tal-Awtorita
tax-Xandir, Dr Mark Refalo, li wiegeb lill-avukat tal-istazzjon lanjat ghal din
il-komunikazzjoni nhar it-30 ta’ Lulju 2024. F’din ir-risposta spjega ghaliex din it-talba
ma setghetx tigi milqugha. I1-Bord ikkunsidra l-parir moghti lilu u konsegwentement ¢ahad
it-talba tal-istazzjon lanjat.

Ghas-smigh tal-31 ta’ Lulju 2024, dehru l-editur s-Sur Matthew Xuereb, is-Sur Kevin
Papagiorcopulo attenda wkoll fizikament u s-Sur Charles Sammut ghall-Imperium Europa
attenda virtwalment.

I¢-Chairman spjega i wara 1-laqgha sar skambju ta’ ittri bejn l-avukati tal-istazzjon lanjat
u l-konsulent legali tal-Awtorita. Qal ukoll li l-istazzjon gie avzat li dan is-smigh kien se
jkun wiehed finali.

Dr Maurice Meli kkonferma li I-istazzjon lanjat lest jikkonkludi dakinhar u li ma hemmx
provi addizzjonali x’jitressqu.

Dr Peter Fenech stagsa dwar id-dokument prezentat li dwaru kien intqal li whud mis-60
mistieden kellhom fehma fuq Imperium Europa. Stieden lill-istazzjon jikkonferma liema
minnhom kienu ghamlu dan. Tenna li I-ligi titkellem fuq “firxa wiesgha”.
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Dr Maurice Meli kkonferma li ma hemm xejn xi jzid ma’ dak li kien ga ressaq u jew spjega
u li se jispjega kollox matul is-sottomissjonijiet. Ghalhekk il-Bord stieden lis-Sur Charles
Sammut iressaq izjed provi izda l-lanjant wiegeb li se jistrieh fuq dak diga sottomess.

Dr Maurice Meli beda billi ghamel referenza ghall-ittra mibghuta lis-Sur Papagiorcopulo
fil-5 ta’ Gunju 2024, bl-akkuza. Fiha inghad li kienet inkisret id-Direttiva. Kompla billi
gara minn paragrafu 3(5) tad-Direttiva (pagna 4). Dr Maurice Meli qal li 1-allegazzjoni
kienu marbuta mal-programm tal-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi li matulu kien intqal 1i ma gietx
mistiedna kull opinjoni politika. Kompla li huwa fid-dover ta’ min ged johrog l-akkuza li
jipprova l-ksur.

Dwar ix-xhieda Dr Maurice Meli rrefera ghall-Kap Ezekuttiv u ghamel referenza
ghas-sezzjoni tal-monitoragg. Qal 1i hu dispjacut 1i I-Bord ma laqax ir-rikjesta li jingieb
membru mill-istess sezzjoni u dan ghaliex il-parti lanjata xtaqet tissustanzja dak li giet
notifikata bih mill-Kap Ezekuttiv. Qal li ma jemminx li detto del detto ghandu jservi ta’
prova sabiex tinstab htija kontra Beacon Media Group Ltd.

Dr Maurice Meli qal li l-istazzjon dejjem kien imparzjali u dejjem ta spazju ghal
opinjonijiet wiesgha u li fl-ebda punt Beacon Media Group Ltd ma intenzjonat 11 tikser
id-Direttiva. Kompla b’referenza ghal 3(2) tad-Direttiva u filwagqt li a¢¢enna li 1-istazzjon
kien rett fuq l-osservazzjoni tal-obbligi. Irrefera wkoll ghal imejl tal-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-31
ta’ Mejju 2024 u rrimarka li jekk il-Bord isib htija f’Beacon Media Group Ltd, ifisser ukoll
li mhux biss ged jigi ¢ensurat l-istazzjon izda sahansitra 1-Kap Ezekuttiv tal-istess Awtorita
tax-Xandir li kkonfermat I-istess lista ta’ mistednin bla qatt ma ngibdet l-attenzjoni dwar
xi forma ta’ ksur. Sahaq li 1-Bord ghandu jirrikunsidra l-investigazzjoni tal-kummenti
tas-60 mistieden imsemmija fil-lista prezentata u rrefera ghall-kumment ta’ Dr Peter
Fenech dwar il-“firxa wiesgha” billi spjega li Beacon Media Group Ltd segwa dak li hemm
fid-Direttiva u li allura li kien hemm veduti u opinjonijiet differenti li jissodisfaw
ir-rekwizit ta’ firxa wiesgha. Qal li huwa fizikament impossibbli 1i ggib I-opinjonijiet
kollha ghaliex jezistu opinjonijiet dags kemm jezisti ramel, izda peress li 1-opinjonijiet
migjuba mill-istazzjon kienu wiesgha, ma jistax wiehed jargumenta li l-istazzjon ma
segwiex l-obbligi tieghu.

Fl-intervent finali tieghu s-Sur Charles Sammut qal li jista’ jkun minnu li giet prezentata
lista ta’ 60 partecipant izda dan ma jfisser xejn. Qal li 1-Prof. Andrew Azzopardi kien diga
sfida li mhux se jistieden lill-Partit Imperium Europa. Qal ukoll 1i 1-Bord qisu ged ikun
Qorti Kriminali fejn il-provi jigu pruvati beyond reasonable doubt. Ikkonkluda li dan ma
ghandux ikun il-kaz.

Fis-sottomissjonijiet finali taghha 1-Kap Ezekuttiv irreferiet ghall-komunikazzjoni
msemmija mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo fis-smigh precedenti u li kienet taghmel
referenza ghal imejl tal-5 ta’ Lulju 2024 tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir. I¢¢arat li din kienet ged
tirreferi ghal zewg attachments marbuta mal-jum tas-silenzju u mhux mat-tema riferita
mis-Sur Kevin Papagiorcopulo.
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Ikkunsidra

Meta I-partijiet kif ukoll il-Kap Ezekuttiv hallew is-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex
jiddec¢iedi dan Il-ilment assistit bl-akkuza wara li ghamel referenza ghall-provi u
sottomissjonijiet imressqa.

[1-Bord iddiskuta jekk “firxa wiesgha” ghandhiex tirreferi ghal kull opinjoni politika u dan
dejjem b’referenza ghal sezzjoni 3(5) tad-Direttiva:

“Huwa l-obbligu ta’ kull stazzjon li programmi li ghandhom x’jagsmu ma’ xi materja ta’
kontroversja politika jew industrijali jew li jirreferu ghall-policy pubblika kurrenti jridu
jigu pprezentati b’imparzjalita. Fi programmi ta’ diskussjoni li se jkunu jittrattaw temi li
b’xi mod huma marbuta mal-Kunsilli Lokali, irid ikun hemm rapprezentazzjoni wiesgha
ta’ opinjonijiet differenti fuq is-suggett ittrattat. L-istess princ¢ipju jghodd ghal programmi
1 jittrattaw 1-Elezzjonijiet tal-Parlament Ewropew”.

I1-Bord iqis li minn 60 mistieden kellu jkun hemm numru ta’ veduti li jinkludi 1-partiti
politi¢i kollha, 1i f’din I-elezzjoni kienu jammontaw ghal biss 6. Dan jghodd ukoll minkejja
li I-mistiedna ma kinux kandidati izda ma jirrizultax li I-fehmiet jew opinjonijiet tal-partit
lanjant gew prezentati fl-istess programm, anke jekk kien hemm mill-inqas 60 mistieden.

Ghalhekk iqis li l-istazzjon lanjat naqas milli jressaq dawk il-provi necessarji sabiex
jipprova li l-ilment imressaq ma kienx wiehed fundat.

Ghall-kuntrarju, jirrizulta li l-istazzjon lanjat meta gie mistieden jindika min minn dawk
il-mistiedna kollha wassal il-fehma politika tal-partit lanjat, fehma wahda minn sitt partiti
biss; ma kienx f’pozizzjoni li jikkonferma u insista li I-Bord stess kellu jordna lill-Awtorita
tikkonferma hi stess.

Dan ma kellux ghalxiex isir dwar kull aspett tal-politika, ghaliex altrimenti l-oneru fuq
l-istazzjon ikun qawwi. Izda I-Bord huwa konvint 1i I-kliem “rapprezentazzjoni wiesgha
ta’ opinjonijiet differenti fuq is-suggett trattat’” ma setghet qatt twassal ghall-eskluzjoni ta’
partit wiehed minn sitta, partikolarment meta l-mistiedna kienu aktar minn sittin.
L-istazzjon lanjat seta’ facilment jistieden persuna li tirrapprezenta jew twassal l-opinjoni
tal-Partit Imperium Europa fuq suggett wiehed, mill-ghexieren 1i gew ittrattati matul
il-programm inkwistjoni.

Ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet il-Bord ged jilga’ I-ilment assistit bl-akkuza u konsegwentement
jikkundanna lill-istazzjon ihallas is-somma ta’ €4,660, kif stipulat fi Skeda 5 ta’ Kap. 350,
liema somma ghandha tithallas fi Zzmien sittin (60) jum mid-data ta’ din id-de¢izjoni.

II-Bord qieghed ukoll jordna lill-istazzjon sabiex fi zmien tlett (3) ijiem mid-data ta’ din
id-decizjoni jaqra wkoll dan is-sunt waqt il-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet ta’ RTK103.

“Il-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir immulta lill-istazzjon RTK103 multa ta’ €4,660 skont
Skeda 5 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir, wara li kkonferma ksur mill-istazzjon tad-Direttiva
mahruga ghal matul il-kampanja elettorali. Dan peress [i matul il-programmi
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tal-prezentatur Prof. Andrew Azzopardi, fl-ahhar kampanja elettorali tal-Parlament
Ewropew gie milqugh ilment tal-Imperium Europa li kien assistit b’akkuza wara li [-fehma
tal-partit ilmenta li ma kienx inkluz fid-diskussjonijiet ta’ dan il-programm. Ghal din
ir-raguni I-Awtorita assistiet [-ilment bl-akkuza.

’

Wara li sema’ s-sottomissjonijiet u ha konjizzjoni tal-provi mressqa, il-Bord sab ksur ta

sezzjoni 3(35) tad-Direttiva ghaliex qies li fic-cirkostanzi kellhom jigu rapprezentati I-veduti
politici tal-partit lanjant ™.

21 ta’ Awwissu 2024

Smigh 9 24/10 24/11 24

Ref.:167/01
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra l-ahbarijiet
tad-19 ta’ Awwissu fuq TVM rigward rappurtagg dwar l-inkjesta indipendenti ta’
Nicolette Ghirxi

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista rigward
ir-rappurtagg dwar l-inkjesta indipendenti dwar is-Sinjura Nicolette Ghirxi.

I1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru 2024 izda dan
gie differit ghas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ disponibbilta
tar-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS.

Ghas-smigh tas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 deher Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista kif ukoll I-Editor-In Chief tal-PBS I-Ing. Charles Dalli, il-Kap tal-Ahbarijiet
is-Sur Owen Galea u r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS Dr Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino rrefera ghall-mewta tragika tas-Sinjura Nicolette Ghirxi u kkwota
dak li rrapporta I-PBS nhar id-19 t’Awwissu 2024, skont dak 1i qal l-uffi¢¢ju tal-Prim
Ministru. Kompla billi qara dak irrappurtat f1-20 t’ Awwissu 2024, b’reazzjoni ghal dak li
qal il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni, fejn il-PBS ghamel repetizzjoni ta’ dak li ntqal fil-kamra
tal-ahbarijiet. Kompla billi kkwota minn Artiklu 2.1.1 tal-L.S.350.14 u ta diversi ezempji
fejn fil-passat i1l-PBS argumenta li mhux noticeboard. Ikkonkluda billi gal li r-rappurtagg
tal-PBS jikser il-ligi u l-istess regoli.

Dr Mark Vassallo gal 1i hu jsostni dak li tghid il-ligi sussidjarja u sahaq li dan jigi rispettat
mill-PBS. Qal ukoll li hemm leeway fil-kontenut tal-ahbarijiet li se jigi ripetut skont
il-valur tal-ahbar. Dan ghaliex filwaqt li jum qabel il-PBS ittratta t-tema ezatt, kien hemm
zvilupp imbaghad fejn il-Gvern kien habbar mhux biss l-inkjesta izda wkoll it-terms of
reference li ma kien jathom hadd. Qal li importanti li s-servizz riferit irid jaggorna b’dak
i ma kienx maghruf qabel. Qal 1i d-differenza hija l-accenn fuq it-terms of reference
tal-investigazzjoni Valenzia.

Dr Michael Piccinino rribatta li r-rappurtagg tal-PBS, kif maghmul, kien reazzjoni ghal
dak li qal il-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni u mhux sempli¢ciment aggornament tal-fatti. Ghal dan
Dr Mark Vassallo rrisponda 1i meta tirrepeti ahbar ma tistax tkun izolata izda jrid ikun
hemm kuntest.

Meta l-partijiet telqu mis-seduta, il-Bord iddiskuta dan I-ilment. II-Bord innota li kien

minnu li l-istqarrija tal-Ministeru ghamlet referenza ghar-rakkomandazzjonijiet 1i hargu

mill-inkjesta magisterjali ta’ Frar tal-2023. Peress li din l-ahbar kienet maghrufa wara

l-ewwel rappurtagg, il-Bord iddecieda li jichad dan I-ilment minhabba i hass li I-istazzjon
mexa b’mod gust u ma kienx hemm ripetizzjoni tal-ahbar.

27 ta’ Settembru 2024

Smigh 12 24

Ref.:38/24
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista kontra l-ahbarijiet ta’
TVM tal-20 ta’ Awwissu rigward ir-rappurtagg dwar il-hatra tas-Sur George
Gregory bhala CEO tal-Malta Enterprise

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista rigward
servizz dwar il-hatra tas-Sur George Gregory bhala CEO tal-Malta Enterprise.

[1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru 2024 izda dan
gie differit ghas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ disponibbilta
tar-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS.

Ghas-smigh tas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 deher Dr Michael Piccinino, Segretarju tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista kif ukoll 1-Editor-in-Chief 1-Ing. Charles Dalli, il-Kap tal-Ahbarijiet is-Sur
Owen Galea u r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS Dr Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino spjega li tali ahbar dwar il-hatra tas-Sur George Gregory bhala CEO
tal-Malta Enterprise giet irrappurtata mill-PBS. Qal li I-Gvern u I-Partit Laburista hargu
stqarrija kull wiehed bhala reazzjonijiet ghall-istqarrija tal-Partit Nazzjonalista 1i in parti
wiegbet dan u in parti ma kellhiex x’taqgsam ma’ dik il-materja. Madankollu PBS ghazel li
jhalli barra partijiet essenzjali mir-rappurtagg dwar dak li ntqal mill-Partit Nazzjonalista.
Kompla li l-istruttura lokali hija wahda fejn 1-Oppozizzjoni titkellem permezz ta’ dak li
jehid il-Partit Nazzjonalista. Qal ukoll li I-parti li ma kellha xejn x’tagsam mal-hatra ta’
George Gregory u Malta Enterprise, ma kinitx ukoll segwita mill-veduti tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista dwar l-istess u ¢ioe dwar it-tema tal-in¢ineratur.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li I-PBS attenda u rrapporta din il-konferenza stampa tal-Partit
Nazzjonalista. Qal ukoll 1i sar servizz dettaljat u reali ta’ dak li ntqal. Skontu kien hemm
dak li gal il-Partit Nazzjonalista u reazzjoni tal-Partit Laburista. Dr Mark Vassallo qal li
jistenna li jkun hemm botta u risposta bejn il-partiti izda kompla 1i dan ma kienx il-kaz
ghaliex wara l-istqarrija tal-Partit Laburista kien hemm reazzjoni tal-Partit Nazzjonalista.
Dr Vassallo rrimarka li xi darba jrid ikun hemm tmiem ghall-botti u risposti fir-rappurtagg.

Dr Michael Piccinino kkwota wkoll mit-traskrizzjoni tal-item tal-ahbarijiet imxandra f1-20
t’ Awwissu fejn saret referenza ghal Dr Adrian Delia.

Wara li I-partijiet hargu mis-seduta, il-Bord ghadda sabiex jikkunsidra dan l-ilment.

I1-Bord ghamel referenza ghad-dokumenti sottomessi u nnota wkoll li matul il-konferenza
stampa tal-Partit Nazzjonalista, Dr Adrian Delia ghamel kummenti dwar is-Sur George
Gregory li gew irrappurtati. Il1-Bord ra li I-PBS irrapporta r-reazzjoni tal-Ministeru
ghall-Ekonomija ghal dak li gal Dr Delia imma wkoll irrapporta stqarrija tal-Partit
Laburista fil-konfront ta’ Dr Delia. 11-Bord hass li b’dan ir-rappurtagg, il-PBS mexa b’mod
gust u xandar ir-reazzjonijiet u dak kollu 1i kien marbut ma’ din l-istorja. Ghaldagstant
il-Bord mhux jilga’ I-ilment.

27 ta’ Settembru 2024
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq minn Dr Michael Piccinino kontra l-ahbarijiet ta’
TVM tal-1 ta’ Settembru 2024 rigward nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg u prominenza ugwali
fir-rigward tal-pozizzjoni ta’ Dr Piccinino rigward il-kariga ta’ Segretarju Generali

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq minn Dr Michael Piccinino,
Segretarju Generali tal-Partit Nazzjonalista rigward l-ahbarijiet ta’ TVM li xxandru fI-1 ta’
Settembru 2024. Minhabba nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg u prominenza ugwali meta [-PBS
irrapporta t-tluq tieghu minn Segretarju Generali tal-PN b’kuntrast mal-fatt li Dr Ramona
Attard, President tal-Partit Laburista ma kinitx ser terga’ tikkontesta ghall-kariga ta’
President tal-partit.

[1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru 2024 izda dan
gie differit ghas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ disponibbilta
tar-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS.

Ghas-smigh tas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 deher Dr Michael Piccinino nnifsu kif ukoll
l-Editor-in Chief 1-Ing. Charles Dalli, il-Kap tal-Kamra tal-Ahbarijiet is-Sur Owen Galea
u r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS Dr Mark Vassallo.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal 1i meta 1-Avukat Ramona Attard habbret 1i mhux se tkun qed
tikkandida ruhha, i1-PBS ghamel servizz tal-ahbarijiet estensiv dwar dak li qalet hi fuq
il-mezzi so¢jali. F’dak il-bullettin kien hemm inkluz id-dikjarazzjoni li ghamel il-Prim
Ministru dwar it-tema. Spjega li fir-rappurtagg gie rrappurtat dak li qalet Dr Attard fuq
il-facebook post taghha. Qal ukoll li Dr Ramona Attard tat ragunijiet estensivi ghaliex
mhix se tikkontesta u li 1-PBS ittratta dawn il-punti. Wara xi gimghat is-Sunday Times of
Malta tal-1 ta’ Settembru 2024, habbar li Dr Piccinino se jkun qed iwarrab mill-kariga ta’
Segretarju Generali u rrappurtaw ukoll ir-reazzjonijiet ta’ Dr Michael Piccinino innifsu kif
ukoll Dr Piccinino tella’ wkoll facebook post fuq il-mezzi soc¢jali. Madanakollu Dr
Piccinino qal 1i I-PBS injora ghalkollox dawn ir-reazzjonijiet tieghu kuntrarju ghal dak 1i
sehh fil-kaz ta’ Dr Ramona Attard. Qal li ghaldagstant il-PBS ma tax l-istess prominenza
lis-Segretarju tal-Partit fl-Oppozizzjoni. Dr Michael Piccinino argumenta li bhala persuna
li mhix se tikkontesta elezzjoni Dr Ramona Attard giet imsemmija fir-rappurtagg b’mod
estensiv hafna, izda I-PBS irid jispjega ghaliex 1-ahbar taghha kellha valur ta’ ahbar mentri
tieghu le.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li Dr Ramona Attard ghamlet l-istqarrija hi stess permezz ta’
post fuq il-mezzi soc¢jali. Rigward il-kaz ta’ Dr Piccinino, Dr Vassallo qal li 1-PBS
irrapporta dak li ntqal waqt intervista lill-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni meta gie mistoqsi dwar Dr
Michael Piccinino, peress li kien issemma fuq rapport fuq is-Sunday Times of Malta. Dr
Vassallo spjega li “mistoqgsi” kienet qed tirreferi ghall-mistogsija li saret mill-gurnalist i
kien ged jintervista lil Dr Bernard Grech waqt din I-istess intervista li kienet taghmel parti
mill-attivita politika tal-Hadd.

Dr Michael Piccinino kkjarifika li kien hemm dikjarazzjoni ta’ Dr Ramona Attard u tieghu.
Filwaqt li 1-PBS ghamel feature shih dwar x’qalet hi, 1i kienet relevanti hafna, u li skont
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hu I-PBS ghamel sew li rrapporta dan, biss pero l-istazzjon ma xandarx dak li qal
is-Segretarju Generali tal-Partit Nazzjonalista kif ghamel fil-kaz ta’ Dr Ramona Attard.
Kompla li I-PBS ghamel storja fuqu u mhux fuq dak li gal u li jahseb hu.

Dr Mark Vassallo insista li wiehed irid jaghmel timeline ta’ kif sehhew l-affarijiet u mhux
paragun bejn storja u ohra. Qal li fegget I-ahbar fis-Sunday Times of Malta ta’ nhar I-1 ta’
Settembru 2024, fl-istess gurnata Dr Bernard Grech gie mistoqsi dwar din it-tema u 1-PBS
irrapporta dwar din ir-risposta.

Wara li I-partijiet telqu mis-seduta 1-Bord iddiskuta dan I-ilment.

[1-Bord innota li minkejja li r-rapporti kienu nhargu u 1-kaz kien gie rrappurtat tramite dak
li gal Dr Bernard Grech fl-intervista, kien hemm trattament differenti ghal cirkustanzi
simili. Il-Bord innota wkoll il-kwalita tar-rappurtagg u kkonkluda li z-zewg rappurtaggi
kienu mxandra b’mod differenti minkejja li z-zewg kazijiet kienu simili. II-Bord hass li
filwaqt li frappurtagg minnhom ingiebu I-kummenti ta’ Dr Ramona Attard innifisha,
fil-kaz ta’ Dr Michael Piccinino ngiebu biss dak li gal Dr Bernard Grech dwar Dr Piccinino
u mhux dak li Dr Piccinino stess ikkummenta. Ghaldaqgstant il-Bord laga’ I-ilment. Bhala
rimedju b’hekk qed jordna lill-istazzjon ixandar il-konkluzjoni ta’ din id-de¢izjoni fi Zzmien
jumejn (2) mid-data tad-decizjoni.

27 ta’ Settembru 2024
Smigh 12 24
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Decizjoni rigward ilment imressaq minn Dr Jason Azzopardi kontra l-ahbarijiet ta’
TVM tad-29 ta’ Awwissu PBS Ltd rigward l-ahbarijiet ta’ TVM tat-30 ta’ Awwissu
2024 rigward nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg ta’ reazzjonijiet tieghu

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq minn Dr Jason Azzopardi kontra
1-PBS rigward in-nuqqas ta’ rappurtagg ta’ reazzjonijiet tieghu ghal rappurtagg ta’ stqarrija
u kummenti tal-Prim Ministru fil-konfront tieghu.

[1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar it-12 ta’ Settembru 2024 1zda dan
gie differit ghas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 minhabba n-nuqqas ta’ disponibbilta
tar-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS.

Ghas-smigh tas-17 ta’ Settembru 2024 deher Dr Jason Azzopardi nnifsu kif ukoll
l-Editor-in Chief 1-Ing. Charles Dalli, il-Kap tal-Ahbarijiet is-Sur Owen Galea u
r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS Dr Mark Vassallo ghall-PBS.

Dr Jason Azzopardi spjega li fit-30 t’Awwissu 2024 il-PBS irrapporta gustament
il-kumment pubbliku tal-Prim Ministru dwar materja ta’ ¢ertu importanza, ¢ioe t-talba li
hu ghamel bhala c¢ittadin privat ghal inkjesta magisterjali fuq dak li hu jemmen li hu
skandlu fuq punti relatati mal-licenzja, mahfura mil-LESA. Qal 1i wiehed jista’ jagbel jew
ma jagbilx mieghu. Kompla li hu ghamel talba ghal ftuh ta’ inkjesta li skontu kellha
tinfetah minn xi haddiehor. Qal ukoll li I-Prim Ministru kkummenta li min ghamel it-talba
“kien giddieb u gifa”. Ghal darb’ohra qal 1i wiehed jista’ jagbel mieghu jew ma jagbilx
mieghu. Sa hemm spjega li ma kellux oggezzjoni bir-rappurtagg tal-PBS.

Kompla li I-ilment tieghu hu ghall-fatt 1i ftit minuti wara, meta hu kien irreagixxa ghal dak
li ntqal mill-Prim Ministru, kif kellu kull dritt, il-PBS ma rrappurtax dan. Ir-reazzjoni
kienet tikkonsisti fi sfida 1i I-Prim Ministru jitlob lill-Kummissarju tal-Pulizija jressqu
b’arrest talli hu kkommetta reat ta’ kalunja, delitt mghobbi bi prigunerija. Din ir-reazzjoni
thalliet barra mir-rappurtagg tal-PBS. Spjega li 1-ghada, fil-31 t’ Awwissu 2024, hu kiteb
b’zieda li kellu jitressaq b’tehid ta’ gurament falz punibbli bil-habs. Ikkonkluda li I-PBS
ma hax il-kumment tieghu fejn spjega li mhux giddieb u kodard f’zewg istanzi: fit-30 ta’
Awwissu fejn qal 11 kellu jitressaq fuq kalunja u fil-31 t’Awwissu fejn qal 1i kellu jitressaq
fuq gurament falz. Irrefera ghall-kuncett ta’ par condicio (paritd), li f’dan il-kaz kien
mankanti u dan b’dannu ghal min kien ged jisma’ 1-ahbar fejn kellu dritt jisma’ dak li qal
il-Prim Ministru imma wkoll dak 1i gal hu.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li r-referenza li kien qed jaghmel Dr Jason Azzopardi kienet fil-fatt
parti minn coverage ta’ servizz tal-ahbarijiet ferm itwal, ¢ioe dak tat-30 t’ Awwissu 2024.
Kompla 1i Dr Jason Azzopardi qabez ghalkollox I-ewwel tliet kwarti tas-servizz
tal-ahbarijiet. Hu qal li I-PBS irrapporta r-reazzjonijiet kollha inkluz tal-LESA u ta’ Dr
Byron Camilleri. Dwar il-parita Dr Mark Vassallo kkummenta li 1-facebook post ta’ Dr
Jason Azzopardi kienet ittellghet fis-19:05, ¢io¢ 50 minuta qabel l-ahbarijiet. Spjega li anke
kieku kienu jafu biha ma kinux se jgibuha 1-PBS ghax din kienet dwar I-inizjattiva biex
issir l-inkjesta. Kompla 1i jekk hemm min jahseb li din saret in mala fede, irid jara dak li
xandar il-PBS fil-gurnata ta’ qabel is-seduta tas-smigh, jigifieri fis-16 ta’ Settembru u li
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wiehed irid jikkunsidra kollox fuq firxa ta’ zmien. Il-gist tal-ahbar qal 1i kienet servizz
tal-ahbarijiet b’coverage estensiv dwar inkjesta ta’ ¢ertu portata, inkluz ir-reazzjonijiet
tal-Prim Ministru, tal-Ministru Dr Camilleri u tal-LESA. Maghhom il-PBS gab servizz
estensiv il-gurnata ta’ qabel is-seduta, fis-16 ta’ Settembru 2024. Dwar il-botta u risposta
bejn Dr Jason Azzopardi u 1-Prim Ministru, semma li I-facebook posts mhumiex mod
uffi¢jali sabiex wiehed iwassal dritt ta’ risposta u li din ghandha tintbaghat lill-istazzjon.
Qal 11 I-PBS ma rax li kien hemm dritt ta’ risposta. Dwar il-forma mentis tal-PBS li tinhareg
l-ahbar, rega’ rrefera ghar-rappurtagg tal-bierah. Dr Mark Vassallo pprezenta z-zewg
facebook posts ta’ Dr Jason Azzopardi.

Dr Jason Azzopardi rribatta billi tenna li l-unika mod li ¢ittadin jista’ jaghmel stqarrija hija
permezz ta’ post fuq il-mezzi soc¢jali. Qal ukoll li t-tema hija importantissima u li
s-semmiegh/telespettatur irid ikollu informazzjoni gusta taz-zewg nahat. Dr Jason
Azzopardi kkummenta dwar zewg akkuzi li ghamel il-Prim Ministru dwar gurament falz
u kalunja u stagsa kif il-PBS ma gabx ir-reazzjoni tieghu fejn minghajrha ¢-cittadin jahseb
li s-silenzju jfisser approvazzjoni. Qal li l-pretensjoni tieghu kienet biss li I-PBS jirrapporta
li hu kien ¢ahad dan li nghad. Filwagqt li esiga li I-PBS kellu d-dmir li jirrapporta dak li gal
il-Prim Ministru, kellu wkoll id-dmir 1i jirrapporta r-reazzjoni tas-suggett.

Wara i I-partijiet telqu mis-seduta 1-Bord iddiskuta dan I-ilment.

[1-Bord sab li filwaqt li gustament il-PBS irrapporta dan il-kaz minn veduti differenti, izda
1-PBS nagas meta ma ghamilx referenza ghall-isfida ta’ Dr Jason Azzopardi b’reazzjoni
ghal dak li gal il-Prim Ministru. Dr Jason Azzopardi sahansitra sfida li jittiehdu passi kontra
tieghu ghal dak li kien qged jallega I-Prim Ministru. II-Bord jemmen ukoll li I-PBS kellu
obbligu li jxandar il-fatt i Dr Jason Azzopardi kien ¢ahad l-istqarrijiet. Ghalhekk il-Bord
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir qed jilga’ dan I-ilment u jordna lill-istazzjon ixandar
il-konkluzjoni ta’ din id-de¢izjoni fi zmien jumejn (2) mid-data tad-decizjoni.

27 ta’ Settembru 2024
Smigh 12 24
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Decizjoni ghal ilment imressaq mis-Sur Guzi Pisani vs Media Link Communications
rigward serje ta’ programmi Bongu Net fuq NET FM bejn il-11 u t-23 ta’ Settembru 2024

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mis-Sur Guzi Pisani f’ismu u f’isem
1-Ghaqda tal-Kristofri, tali Iment tressaq quddiemha dwar il-programm “Bongu NET” li
allegatament jikser id-drittijiet tal-bniedem. L-ilment kien dwar programmi bejn il-11 u t-23 ta’
Settembru 2024 u mxandar fuq NET FM.

I1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar il-5 ta’ Dicembru 2024 fejn prezenti
ghal dan is-smigh deher is-Sur Guzi Pisani bhala I-lanjant nomine kif ukoll Dr Michael
Piccinino ghax-xandar.

11-Bord spjega lis-Sur Guzi Pisani I-pro¢edura tas-smigh.

Is-Sur Guzi Pisani spjega li hu gieghed jidher f’ismu u f’isem 1-Ghaqda tal-Kristofri. Qal li
fil-programm ilmentat ta’ NET FM kien hemm prezentaturi varji u semma whud minnhom. Qal
li 1-funzjoni tal-Ghaqda San Kristofri hija li jwasslu lil Kristu sabiex idahhlu valuri Insara.
Ghalhekk qal li jsir uzu mil-liberta tal-kelma, tali dritt jezisti f’pajjiz demokratiku u li dan isir
fuq radjijiet tal-lokal u sahansitra dawk nazzjonali. Qal li sa issa qatt ma kien hemm problemi
b’dan u li I-kummenti taghhom li jghaddu wagqt il-programm huma qosra ta’ madwar minuta
jew minuta u nofs. Qal li I-prezentatur, is-Sur Indri Attard, huwa wiehed mill-ahjar prezentaturi
ghax gharaf li jmur tajjeb ma’ kull tip ta’ persuna izda l-ilment huwa ghall-fatt 1i s-Sur Attard
kien assertiv wisq fejn hu spjega li meta jkun hemm assertivita zejda, din issir arroganza. Qal
li meta kien qed ikellem lis-Sur Indri Attard waqt intervent minnhom, dan infurmah li
qieghed off-air. Allega wkoll li qallu li l-programm tieghu irid joghgob lis-semmiegha u
ghalhekk wissa lis-Sur Guzi Pisani li ghandu jnaqqas mill-frekwenza tal-interventi tieghu. Is-
Sur Guzi Pisani kkonferma li dan intqal off-air.

Skont is-Sur Guzi Pisani din hija aberrazzjoni kbira ghaliex bhala ¢ittadin ghandu dritt jesprimi
|-fehma tieghu. Kompla b’ezempju ta’ prezentatur iehor li meta semmiegh intervjena u xandar
opinjoni kontra r-religjon, dan wiegeb li kulhadd ghandu dritt ghall-opinjoni. Is-Sur Guzi
Pisani ried jipprezenta registrazzjoni tat-telefonata li ha meta kienet qed issir din it-
telefonata off-air.

[I-Bord staqsa lil Dr Michael Piccinino jekk ghandux ragun joggezzjoni ghal din ir-
registrazzjoni. Dr Michael Piccinino qal li r-registrazzjoni hija illegali izda li ma kellux
oggezzjonijiet. Madankollu 1-Bord ma accettax din ir-registrazzjoni.
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Is-Sur Guzi Pisani semma wkoll diversi avvenimenti fejn semmiegha taw opinjonijiet taghhom
matul programmi fuq ir-radju. Mistogsi mill-Bord dwar ir-rimedju li ged jitlob, hu qal i x-
xandar ghandu jigi mwissi li ma ghandux jinterrompi n-nies milli jitkellmu.

Dr Michael Piccinino accerta li kif qal il-lanjant stess, ma kien hemm ebda problemi bejn
il-partijiet, ¢io¢ 1-Partit Nazzjonalista u s-Sur Pisani jew 1-Ghaqda Kristofri. Dr Michael
Piccinino kompla li jekk intqal li s-Sur Indri Attard huwa arroganti, l-arroganza mhix illegali.
Spjega wkoll li bhalma editur ta’ gazzetta jiddeciedi hu x’jigi ppubblikat, I-istess kuncett jezisti
ghar-radju u f’dak il-hin il-prezentatur ikun bhal donnu l-editur.

Mistoqsi mill-Bord dwar jekk inghatax ¢ans ixandar l-opinjoni tieghu f’istanzi ohra, is-Sur
Guzi Pisani wiegeb fil-pozittiv u kkonferma li 1-ebda opinjoni ma kienet qed twiegeb xi haga
li ntqalet dwar 1-Ghaqda San Kristofru. Dr Michael Piccinino qal is-Sur Pisani sahansitra
jinghata spazju fuq programmi ohra u dan jikkonferma li mhux jigi ¢ensurat.

Mistoqsi dwar x’jixtieq, is-Sur Guzi Pisani qal li jixtieq jasal ghal kompromess filwaqt li Dr
Michael Piccinino qal li I-istazzjon mhux se jwaqqfu milli jaghmel interventi.

Is-Sur Guzi Pisani ssuggerixxa li 1-Ghaqda jkollha 4 minuti kuljum. Dr Michael Piccinino

Wara li 1-Bord iddiskuta I-argumenti mressqa, innota li l-lanjanza allegata ma kinitx dwar
kontenut imxandar u li I-prezentatur kellu kull dritt jissuggerixxi lil min jintervjeni sabiex
inaqqas mill-frekwenza ta’ interventi. Innota wkoll 1i l-istazzjon jaghtih ukoll spazji fi
programmi ohra sabiex ixandar l-opinjoni tieghu u tal-Ghaqda u ghal dawn ir-ragunijiet ma
kienx hemm lok ta’ xi forma ta’ ksur tad-drittijiet tal-bniedem kif allegat. Ghal din ir-raguni
mhux jilga’ I-ilment tas-Sur Guzi Pisani.

Smigh 17 24
Ref.: 45/24
7 ta’ Dicembru 2024
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Decizjoni ghal ilment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalista rigward ix-xandir ta’ diversi
spots relatati mal-Bagit 2025 fuq TVM bejn is-27 t’Ottubru u t-3 ta’ Novembru 2024

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir kellha quddiemha Iment imressaq mill-Partit Nazzjonalita (“PN”)
nhar is-27 t’Ottubru 2024 fil-konfront tal-Public Broadcasting Services Ltd (“PBS”).

[1-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir skeda s-smigh ghal nhar it-30 t’Ottubru 2024 fejn prezenti
ghal dan is-smigh kien hemm biss il-partit lanjant rapprezentat minn Dr Michael Piccinino
u Dr Paul Borg Olivier. Il-partit lanjant gie infurmat mill-Bord li ftit gabel is-smigh kienet
giet ircevuta komunikazzjoni mix-xandar. Ghal dan il-Bord hareg din id-decizjoni:

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir hadet konjizzjoni tal-ittra mibghuta ghan-nom
tal-PBS Ltd iktar kmieni llum it-30 t’Ottubru 2024, fejn talbet
id-differiment tas-smigh tal-akkuzi u tal-ilment tal-PN in vista
tal-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni fl-ismijiet Partit Nazzjonalista vs Public
Services Limited et.

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir, filwaqt li thoss li [-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni huwa
distint u separat ghall-proceduri quddiem il-Qorti u li dan bl-ebda mod
ma jwaqqafha milli tkompli taqdi [-obbligi Kostituzzjonali taghha u
tisma’ l-argumenti mressqa dwar l-ispots, temmen li sakemm il-Public
Broadcasting Services (“PBS”) Ltd li qged taghti permezz ta’ din
il-komunikazzjoni [-Awtorita tax-Xandir, ex abbundanza cautela,
s-smigh qed jigi differit ghal data wara s-6 ta’ Novembru 2024.

L-Awtorita tax-Xandir jidrilha illi sakemm [-ispots mertu ta’ dawn
[-akkuZzi u tal-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista ma jibqghux jixxandru, ma
hemmx hsara irreparabbli fid-decizjoni tad-differiment. L-Awtorita
tax-Xandir qed tidderiegi lill-Public Broadcasting Services Ltd, kif
diretta mill-Qorti Civili stess, sabiex ma xxandar I-ebda spot li ma jkunx
approvat mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir.

Ghalhekk tidderiegi lill-Public Broadcasting Services Ltd sabiex
twassal kull spot li behisiebha xxandar dwar it-tema tal-Bagit tal-anqas
8 sighat qabel il-hin propost ghax-xandira tal-istess ghal matul
il-gimgha u 48 siegha qabel ghal dawk l-ispots li se jixxandru matul
is-Sibt u [-Hadd. Qed tgharraf minnufih lill-Public Broadcasting
Services Ltd ukoll illi minkejja li llum it-30 t’Ottubru 2024 lagghet
it-talba tad-differiment tal-akkuzi u tal-ilment tal-Partit Nazzjonalista,
jekk il-Public Broadcasting Services Ltd ma jimxix ma’ din id-decizjoni,
Jigu mismugha u decizi kwalunkwe akkuzi li jinhar$u u jingiebu quddiem
il-Bord [-akkuzi u jigu mismugha minnufih lil hinn mid-decizjoni
tal-lum it-30 t'Ottubru 2024.
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Dr Paul Borg Olivier issolleva li kif qalet 1-Awtorita tax-Xandir stess, dawn id-decizjonijiet
huma distinti minn dawk tal-Qorti. Ghalhekk bl-istess decizjoni 1-Awtorita tax-Xandir ged
tippregudika d-dritt tal-partit lanjant u zzomm mill-hrug ta’ rimedju effettiv. Qal li 1-PN
b’dan id-differiment qed isofri pregudizzju.

Dr Michael Piccinino qal li l-ilment tieghu ma ghandux x’jagsam mal-akkuzi u allura
1- Bord ged izomm il-proc¢eduri u ma jismax lill-partit lanjant fuq temi ohra. Qal li din hija
¢-cahda ta’ smigh ghal ilmenti li ma ghandhomx x’jagsmu mal-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni.
Minkejja l-urgenza milqugha, Dr Michael Piccinino tenna li mbaghad bla ma nstema’
1-Partit Nazzjonalista, ittiechdet id-dec¢izjoni riferiti f’pagna 1 ghad-differiment.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier gal li taht Art.15 1-Awtorita tista’ tohrog direttiva. Qal li dak li nqara
lilu jikkostitwixxi direttiva. Semma wkoll il-fatt li I-ispots deher fihom u nstema’ lehen
il-Prim Ministru u li skontu huma spots politi¢i. Qal li skont I-Awtorita tax-Xandir stess,
ibbazat fuq dak li ged tghid il-Qorti, izda mil-lum u ’l quddiem. Qal li dak li sar gabel
il-hrug tal-mandat mhux ged jigi indirizzat.

Dr Peter Fenech, ghan-nom tal-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir, qal li I-Bagit idum 3 gimghat
u li allura li 1-Partit Nazzjonalista ma kienx se jkun qed jigi pregudikat. Dr Paul Borg
Olivier immedjatament qal li I-importanza tal-Bagit huwa l-bagit innifsu u d-diskorsi
tal-Prim Ministru u 1-Kap tal-Oppozizzjoni u semma’ ¢-chilling effect, 1i skontu 1-Bord
mhux ged jikkunsidra.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier ivverbalizza kif gej:

Dr Paul Borg Olivier, ghall-Partit Nazzjonalista, primarjament
joggezzjona bil-qawwa ghal decizjoni li hadet [-Awtorita tax-Xandir
fuq talba tal-PBS Ltd sabiex dawn il-proceduri jigu differiti, liema
talba giet milqugha biss wara li hadet konsiderazzjoni tal-PBS Ltd,
minghajr ma nghata opportunita ugwali lill-Partit Nazzjonalista
(“PN”) sabiex iressaq l-argumenti tieghu qabel din id-decizjoni.
1I-PN jikkontendi li d-decizjoni prematura tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir
tikser id-dritt fundamentali tal-istess PN ghal dak li jirrigwarda smigh
xieraq ghal matul dawn il-proceduri.

Fit-tieni lok fl-istess decizjoni hija [-Awtorita tax-Xandir stess li
tiddikjara li l-proceduri li hemm quddiem il-Qorti huma distinti u
separati mill-proceduri li hi ghandha quddiemha llum u filwaqt li
tistgarr dan, ghaddiet sabiex tiddiferixxi I-kaz wara li semghet biss
lill-PBS Ltd bi pregudizzju serju ghall-PN minghajr [-opportunita li
taghti rimedju immedjat, gust u effikaci ghall-ilment tieghu
bil-konsegwenza li l-istess decizjoni rimandata tkompli tohlog a
chilling effect fuq il-messagg tal-Partit Nazzjonalista.

1lli huwa l-obbligu tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir illi thares I-imparzjalita u
taghti hin ugwali fug materja ta’ kontroversja politika u policy, tenut
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kont Art. 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni, u ghaldagstant kwalsiasi decizjoni
ghal dak illi gara fix-xandir tal-ispots decizjoni tal-Broadcasting
Authority, illum kienet tattwa biss id-doveri taghha skont [-Artikolu
119 tal-Kostituzzjoni.

1lli dan l-istess dewmien mill-gdid u kif diga stqarret il-Qorti
Kostituzzjonali diversi drabi fil-konfront tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir se
johloq mhux biss chilling effect imma wkoll pregudizzju serju fid-dritt
tal-espressjoni tal-PN kif protett bil-Kostituzzjoni u bil-Konvenzjoni
Ewropea ghad-Dirittijiet tal-Bniedem.

1lli ghal dik it-tieni parti fejn [-Awtorita qgieghda tordna lill-PBS Ltd
sabiex tghaddi l-ispots taghha dwar il-Bagit ghall-approvazzjoni
tal- Awtorita mhix biss obbligu taghha skont il-mandat ta’ inibizzjoni
izda hija wkoll dover taghha li tohrog skont il-ligi. Oltre dan illi
d- decizjoni tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir illi tiddeciedi l[lum it-30 t'Ottubru
2024 sabiex tapplika din il-procedura fil-konfront tal-PBS Ltd, hija
fiha nnifisha turija ta’ mankanza taghha li kien fid-dover taghha mhux
biss skont il-ligi imma anke skont il-mandat ta’ inbizzjoni kif akkordat
fit-28 ta’ Ottubru 2024 u ghaldagstant il-Partit Nazzjonalista gieghed
Jirriserva ghall-proceduri ulterjuri stante li kontra l-ordni tal-Qorti
ghal dawn il-jumejn il-Broadcasting Authority ippermettiet li jkomplu
Jixxandru spots politici minghajr ma dawn jigu approvati minn gabel
minnha.

[I-Bord iddiferixxa s-smigh ghas-7 ta” Novembru 2024 (Smigh 14 24). Ghal dan is-smigh
ma attendiex ix-xandar filwaqt 1i ghall-partit lanjant dehru Dr Paul Borg Olivier u Dr
Michael Piccinino.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier wissa li I-obbligu ta’ Artikolu 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni jibga’ u li 1-Bord
qed jabdika mid-doveri tieghu. Qal li 1-Awtorita trid tiddec¢iedi tmurx ghal kawza
kostituzzjonali flimkien mal-PBS jew inkella jkunx hemm awtorita regolatorja li
tiddistingwi lilha nnifisha mill-PBS, ghaliex kif qalet hi stess, hija awtorita distinta. Qal li
f’dan l-istadju 1-Bord ma jistax jidhol fiz-zarbun tal-PBS.

I1-Bord iggwida lis-Segretarju tal-Bord jaghmel kuntatt telefoniku mal-Ing. Charles Dalli.
Din it-telefonata sehhet fejn 1-Ing. Charles Dalli gie infurmat li 1-Bord se jkompli jisma’
s-smigh, anke minghajr il-prezenza tar-rapprezentanti tax-xandar. F’dan il-mument gie
aggornat is-smigh.

Meta tkompla s-smigh, minkejja li nghata hin adekwat sabiex jattendi, il-PBS baqa’ ma
attendiex. Ghalhekk il-Bord qara d-decizjoni tieghu:

1l-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir jaghmel referenza ghat-talba
tad-differiment imwassal lilu llum stess mir-rapprezentat legali
tal-Public Broadcasting Services, ra r-risposta tal-lanjant Partit
Nazzjonalista
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(“PN”) wara li t-talba giet ikkomunikata lill-istess lanjant sabiex
Jjirrispondi, ra li llum fuq l-agenda kien hemm akkuzi u Imenti. Peress
illi l-ewwel differiment kien intiz sabiex jigu kunsidrati l-ilmenti wara
d-decizjoni tal-Prim’Awla tal-Qorti Civili ex abbundanza cautela
ghaliex issostni kif diga ddekretat [i huma proceduri separati u distinti
mill-akkuzi u I-ilmenti taghha. Qed jilga’ t-talba ghad-differiment in
parti u filwaqt li ged tiddiferixxi [-ilmenti mressqa mill-Partit
Nazzjonalista qed jordna [-prosegwiment tas-smigh tal-akkuzi
fil-konfront tal-allegat ksur tad-Direttiva fit-30 u [-31 t'Ottubru 2024
mahruga mill-Bord tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir.

[I-Bord iddiferixxa s-smigh ghall-kontinwazzjoni fit-18 ta’ Novembru 2024 (Smigh
15 24). Ghal dan is-smigh dehru Dr Michael Piccinino u Dr Paul Borg Olivier ghall-PN
kif ukoll Dr Mark Vassallo bhala r-rapprezentant legali tal-PBS, 1-Ing. Charles Dalli,
l-editor-in chief tal-PBS u I-Ing Keith Chetcuti, is-CEO tal-PBS.

Dr Mark Vassallo talab kopja tal-imejl tal-ilment mibghuta minn Dr Michael Piccinino
peress li skontu l-ilment uffi¢jali ma sarx. Wara li qara 1-imejl tas-27 t’Ottubru 2024, huwa
qal 11 1-istazzjon ma kienx ikkupjat b’din l-informazzjoni.

[1-Kap Ezekuttiv ghaddiet kopja tal-ilmenti lil Dr Mark Vassallo li kkummenta dwar uhud
mill-ilmenti 1i skontu l-istazzjon PBS kellu jigi notifikat bihom. Qal ukoll 1i f’ilment
minnhom Dr Michael Piccinino talab rimedju sal-ghada f’nofsinhar u li dan ma kien qatt
jista’ jkun possibbli galadarba ma kienx mgharraf biha. Dr Mark Vassallo spjega li l-ilment
ma jkunx aggornat skont il-whim tal-lanjant izda jkun marbut ma’ data u suggett. Kompla
11 kien sorpriz bit-talba ta’ mandat t’inbizzjoni.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier qal li I-ilment dwar l-ispots tal-Bagit 1i 1-PN ged jikkontendi li huma
politi¢i. Hu spjega li fil-2021 1-Awtorita kienet diga ffac¢jata u li r-rimedju nghata
fit-totalita.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier spjega lment tal-2021 li gie dec¢iz fl-1 ta Novembru 2021.
Ivverbalizza li galadarba giet iddispensata l-urgenza u kien hemm talba ta’ differiment
fl-ilment tal-PN, ghandu jkun mehud b’konsiderazzjoni llum. Huwa talab informazzjoni
dwar ix-xandiriet ta’ dawn l-ispots relatati mal-Bagit 2025 u ¢io¢ kemm saru reklami s’issa.
Dr Michael Piccinino stagsa ghal xi hadd mit-tim tal-monitoragg sabiex jipprovdi din
l-informazzjoni. I¢-Chairman irrefera ghal decizjoni mehuda mill-Bord fit-13 ta’ Frar
tal-2024 li ma kinitx lagghet talbiet simili.

Dr Mark Vassallo informa lill-Bord 1i se jkun qed jipprezenta n-numru ta’ spots fl-immedjat
u mhux iktar tard mill-ghada. Dr Michael Piccinino oppona differimenti ohra galadarba
skontu 1-Bord kien ged jichad il-prezentazzjoni tal-fatti. Dr Paul Borg Olivier kompla li
din il-prova ma tistax tigi m¢ahhda. Filwaqt li ma jiddubitax mill-informazzjoni mressqa
mix-xandar, Dr Michael Piccinino nsista li I-Awtorita ghandha tkun imparzjali u ghandha
sservi biex tikkonferma.




ANNUAL REPORT 2024

[I-Bord wara li ra t-talba tal-PN qieghed ghall-istess ragunijiet kif imfissra fid-decizjoni
tal-Bord tat-13 ta’ Frar 2024, kif ukoll fid-dawl 11 I-PBS iddikjara li se jkun qieghed jipprovdi
dik l-informazzjoni hu iktar tard dakinhar stess, ¢ahad it-talba.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier ghall-PN jirrileva illi d-dec¢izjoni kif komunikata mill-Awtorita
seduta stante gieghda ¢cahhad lill-PN milli jressaq l-ahjar prova ghall-ilment tieghu u
ghaldagstant dan bi ksur tad-Drittijiet Fundamentali tieghu 1i jirriserva ghal kwalsiasi
azzjoni ulterjuri f’dan ir-rigward stante li tali de¢izjoni ta’ smigh xieraq qieghda wkoll
tohloq diskriminazzjoni fil-konfront tieghu dwar prova li hu jrid iressaq.

Mistieden mill-Bord biex jidhol fil-mertu, Dr Michael Piccinino gal li ma jistax jipprocedi
minghajr din l-informazzjoni.

[1-Bord ivverbalizza kif gej:

B’riserva ghall-lanzjanza tal-PN kif verbalizzata minnu, il-Partit jehtieg
[-informazzjoni f’idejh sabiex ikun jista’ jittratta l-ilment tieghu. II-PBS
irrimetta ghal din it-talba.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier qal i dan I-ilment dahal fis-27 t’Ottubru 2024, illi d-dewmien fl-ebda
mod ma huwa naxxenti mill-parti li ged taghmel l-ilment, tant li fit-30 t’Ottubru 2024 meta
Itaga’ dan il-Bord, l-istess Bord iddikjara li I-mandat tal-inibizzjoni huwa “distint u
separat”. Ghalhekk il-Bord ghandu jkompli jaqdi d-doveri tieghu.

[I-Bord iddiferixxa s-smigh ghall-20 ta’ Novembru 2024 li ghalih attendew Dr Michael
Piccinino u Dr Paul Borg Olivier ghall-PN kif ukoll Dr Mark Vassallo, 1-Ing. Charles Dalli
u s-Sur Keith Chetcuti ghall-PBS.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier irrefera ghal spot imxandar mill-PBS u stagsa jekk giex approvat
mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir qabel ixxandar.

Dr Mark Vassallo oggezzjona ghal din il-mistoqsija ghaliex qal li l-ilment huwa dwar
zbilan¢. Dr Paul Borg Olivier wiegeb li jekk jirrizulta li dan il-filmat ma giex approvat
mill-Awtorita sabiex jixxandar, allura hemm ir-ragunijiet li dan huwa filmat politiku.
Kompla li jekk il-Bord irrifjuta milli jixxandar ghax jista’ johloq zbilan¢ imma xorta
xxandar, allura din hija wahda mill-provi tieghu ta’ zbilan¢. Qal i ghalhekk il-mistogsija
tieghu hija relevanti. Dr Michael Piccinino qal li d-direttiva tal-Awtorita nharget ghal
kulhadd u li dik kienet parti minn smigh li 1-Partit Nazzjonalista kien parti minnha.

Ghall-PBS Dr Mark Vassallo qal li 1-ilment irid ikun migjub fuq x’gara dakinhar u mhux
ghal dawk l-avvenimenti futuri li ghadhom ma sehhewx. Qal li I-ilment huwa ta’ x’gara
dakinhar, jigifieri fis-27 ta’ Ottubru ghaliex 1-ilment ghandu bidu u ghandu tmiem.

Dr Michael Piccinino argumenta li 1-Bord ged jagbel qabel ma l-partijiet ged jghidu x’inhu
s-suggett quddiemhom.
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I1-Bord wiegeb li 1-lanjant kien ghadu ma spjegax l-ilment minkejja li s-smigh kienu ilu i
beda.

Dr Michael Piccinino, ghall-PN ivverbalizza 1i I-agenda 11 ghamlet 1-Awtorita hija cara li
l-ilment qed jittratta fuq ir-reklami kollha tal-Bagit mis-27 t’Ottubru sat-3 ta’ Novembru
2024. Dr Paul Borg Olivier zied li jinkludi d-direttiva mahruga mill-Awtorita naxxenti
mill-istess ilment.

II-Bord i¢c¢ara 1i d-direttiva ma twelditx mill-ilment imma mill-ordni fil-mandat
tal-Imhallef Miriam Hayman.

F’dan l-istadju Dr Paul Borg Olivier stagsa lill-Ing. Charles Dalli jekk l-ispot ta’ Ta’ Qali
(spot referenza 2) intbaghatx ghall-approvazzjoni tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier stagsa lill-Ing. Charles Dalli, bhala I-editur tax-xandar sabiex jispjega
jekk Spot 02 (Ta’ Qali) Bagit 2025, imxandar fit-28 ta’ Ottubru 2024 u fi granet ohra
sussegwenti, giex ipprezentat lill-Awtorita ghall-approvazzjoni, fl-ambitu tad-direttiva
tat-30 t’Ottubru 2024 u jekk gie pprezentat x’kienet id-direzzjoni.

Dr Mark Vassallo ghall-PBS irrileva jekk din il-mistogsija hix relevanti
ghad-determinazzjoni tal-ilment tal-PN li jirrigwardja jekk il-PN giex affettwat minn
zbilanc.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier rrisponda li hu jirrileva li t-twegiba tolqot direttament il-materja
ilmentata u ¢io¢ ta’ zbilan¢ skont l-ilmenti tieghu u li d-direttiva harget waqt is-smigh
tal-istess ilmenti.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal 1i l-ilment jinkludi reklami (spots) imxandra qabel inharget
id-Direttiva. Dr Michael Piccinino stagsa lill-Ing. Charles Dalli jindika mir-reklam 001
(spot fejn deher il-vizwal tal-PM) liema hija I-mizura informattiva tal-Bagit. L-Ing. Charles
Dalli wiegeb li dak huwa spot tal-Gvern li xxandar bhala PSA.

Dr Mark Vassallo qal li I-mistogsija ghandha tkun inkisirx Artikolu 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni
u mhux jekk hemmx materjal informattiv. L-Ing. Charles Dalli kompla li dan I-ispot jaqa’
taht l-istess kategorija ta’ spots informattivi relatati mal-Bagit.

Dr Michael Piccinino stagsa lill-Ing. Charles Dalli qattx kien hemm spots ta’ dan it-tip
bid-dehra tal-PM. Hawnhekk Dr Mark Vassallo ghadda kopja ta’ spots tal-Bagit tas-snin
precedenti lill-Bord.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier stagsa jekk minn dawk l-ispots 11 I-PBS kellu fl-arkivji mit-2008 qattx
kien hemm il-vuci tal-PM jew qattx deher il-Prim Ministru u stagsa dwar x’mizuri hemm
f’dan ir-reklam. Dr Paul Borg Olivier semma’ u wera l-ispot bhala parti mill-kampanja
tas-Servizz Pubbliku. Ghal dan Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb li dan l-ispot ma jaghmilx parti
mill-ispots tal-Bagit. Qal li dak mhux parti mis-serje. Dr Paul Borg Olivier staqsa lill-Ing.
Charles Dalli jispjega x’kellu edukattiv u informattiv dan l-ispot. L-Ing Charles Dalli
wiegeb 1i dan l-ispot kien approvat mill-Awtorita.
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Dr Paul Borg Olivier talab lill-Bord biex jidderegieh liema spots gew imressqa
ghall-approvazzjoni. Dr Mark Vassallo qal li spot referenza 1 ma tressagx
ghall-approvazzjoni ghax kien pre-budget, spot referenza 2 ma kienx hemm direttiva u gie
mxandar fejn twaqqaf wara li nharget id-Direttiva, spot referenza 3 ma giex approvat u
spots referenza 4 u 5 gew approvati. Spot referenza 2 qal li ntbaghat mill-PBS
ghall-approvazzjoni hames sighat gqabel ma jixxandar, skont email 1i hu qal kien ir¢ieva
minghand il-Kap Ezekuttiv. Qal li 1-PBS baghat l-ispot u kif ghaddew il-hames sighat,
galadarba ma kienx hemm risposta, dan ixxandar. Qal li mbaghad spots referenza 4 u 5 gew
approvati mill-Awtorita u li dan wera li x-xandar kellu ragun.

Dr Michael Piccinino stagsa dwar spots referenza 1,2,3,4,5 x’kontenut kellhom
b’relazzjoni mal-Bagit. Qal 1i l-editur ghandu diskrezzjoni editorjali u allura dawn
ir-reklami kellhom ikunu fuq xi mizura tal-Bagit. L-Ing. Charles Dalli wiegeb li jekk dawn
mhux qed jiksru I-ligi, allura 1-PBS kellha xxandarhom bhala PSA. Ghalhekk Dr Paul Borg
Olivier stagsa lill-Ing. Charles Dalli kif applika d-diskrezzjoni biex wasal fil-konkluzjoni
li ma jiksrux Art. 119. L-Ing. Charles Dalli qal li dan a bazi ta’ spots ohra li hargu fil-passat.
Dwar il-mistogsija jekk qattx deher Ministru jew Prim Ministru, qal li kien hemm de¢izjoni
tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir fejn Ministru tal-Finanzi kien gie intervistat, bhala spot.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier stagsieh jikkjarifika jekk id-diskrezzjoni kinitx harsa lejn il-prattika
fil-passat u I-konkluzjoni kinitx li dawn l-ispots kienu simili ghal dawk ta’ qabel. Ghal dan
lI-Ing. Charles Dalli wiegeb li l-ispots kienu differenti u li ghalih 1-ispots mhumiex
politikament partiggjani. Mistogsi dwar l-iskedar tal-ispots hu wiegeb li dawn jixxandru
skont id-diskrezzjoni tieghu u li jkun skedat mix-xandar skont it-talba.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier stagsa jekk l-ispot inkwistjoni kienx hemm talba li jigi skedat fis-27
u t-28 t’Ottubru 2024. L-Ing. Charles Dalli wiegeb fil-pozittiv.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier qal li PN ged jittratta fuq numru ta’ spots tal-Bagit 1i dehru bejn is-27
t’Ottubru (qabel il-Bagit) u t-3 ta> Novembru 2024 ghax kien ged jilmenta bl-ispots
il-godda li kienu ged jixxandru. Qal li jirriafferma 1-konsiderazzjoni li saret fl-ahhar seduta
li se jhalli ghad-determinazzjoni tal-Bord u li kif ghamel il-Bord meta ddecieda dwar
l-ispots tal-Bagit 2021 ma hax biss l-ispot per se li kien sar l-ilment imma fil-kumplessivita
tal-ispots li kienu saru relatati mal-Bagit. Qal li I-ilment kien fil-kumplessivita ta’ spots li
jirrigwardaw il-Bagit u 1i l-oggezzjoni hi 1i jiksru Art. 119 tal-Kostituzzjoni u joholqu
zbilan¢. Qal ukoll 1i I-Bord ghandu diversi spots li gew imxandra fosthom spot 1 tal-vizwal
tal-PM u spot iehor tas-servizz pubbliku kif ukoll spot 2, 3, 4 u 5. Qal li dwar kontenut ma
hemmx dubju li l-ewwel reklam kien wiehed li bl-ebda mod ma jbiegh il-Bagit jew
il-mizuri tieghu imma huwa reklam tematiku 1i huwa politiku u li indirizzat lejn hidma
tal-Gvern b’tema princ¢ipalment politika (slogan). Qal li spots 2 sa 5 ma jirreklamawx
mizura wahda u li I-Gvern ghamel investiment sabiex jirreklamahom fuq il-midja sog¢jali.
Kompla li 1-Gvern qgal i b’mod b’sahhtu u fin, b’mod sublimi, iwassal messagg 11 dan
il-Bagit iwassal ghal hajja ahjar. Tenna li din hija kampanja tematika u li allura thalli impatt
fuq it-telespettatur. Qal ukoll li reklam minnhom gie mxandar 6 darbiet wara xulxin kif
jidher fuq it-tabella pprezentata mill-PBS stess. Dan il-hammering johloq impressjoni
f’mohh it-telespettatur. Irritjena li ebda mir-reklami 1-ohrajn ma joholqu mizura u stieden
lill-Bord jara u jikkompara r-reklam li hareg f1-2021, 11 dwaru I-PBS instab hati ta’ Zbilanc,
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ma’ dawn ir-reklami. Sahaq li dawn l-ispots tal-Bagit 2025 huma ferm izjed aggravanti.
Gab ukoll ezempju ta’ spots ohra informattivi u ghamel paragun bejnhom u bejn l-ispots
ilmentati. Qal li anqas sahansitra caption li hemm 6 xhur gym b’xejn ma saru fl-ispots, ¢io¢
xhieda ta” kemm ma kinux informattivi izda politi¢i. Qal ukoll li dawn jimmeritaw rimedju.

Dr Mark Vassallo wiegeb i meta 1-PBS jirc¢ievi l-ispots kif ilu jsir mill-2006 u probabbli
wkoll gabel, dawn ixandarhom sakemm dawn ma jiksrux Artiklu 119. Semma wkoll
l-ispots li ntbaghtu ghall-approvazzjoni mill-PN u stieden lill-Bord jarahom sabiex jithem
xi jkun reklam politiku partiggjan. Dwar l-ispots imxandra qal li ma jistax ikun li spots
mibghuta mill-Gvern ma jkunux ikkunsidrati bhala politi¢i izda l-pozizzjoni tal-Awtorita
dejjem kienet li min imexxi 1-pajjiz ghandu d-dritt ixandar dwar il-politika li ged imexxi
fugha. Qal Ii jikkonc¢edi li I-PN ghandu rimedju jmur quddiem Il-Awtorita biex jitlob
rimedju. Qal li storikament, dwar reklami tal-Bagit I-Awtorita qatt ma harget direttiva u
anke kien hemm decizjonijiet tal-Awtorita. Qal li I-poplu ghandu d-dritt ikun jafil-politika
tal-Gvern x’inhi. Qal 1i I-PN missu uza r-rimedju li taghtih 1-Awtorita u mhux imur jaghmel
mandat u barra minn hekk il-PN ma uzax il-pro¢edura tal-ilmenti u allura 1-PBS ma kellux
1¢-Cans iwiegeb ghall-ilment. Dwar jekk l-ispots kienu fil-linja ta’ dawk 1i nhargu fil-passat
Dr Mark Vassallo sahaq li fil-passat ixxandru reklami hafna aghar. Qal 1i I-PBS m’ghandux
benchmark imma jafu x’ixxandru fil-passat. Bhala ezempju semma l-kampanja tal-Bagit
tal-2013, ftit xhur qabel 1-elezzjoni. Dawn kien fihom “ghazla responsabbli” li ma kellha
x’tagsam xejn mal-Bagit u kienet tag line ftit gabel 1-elezzjoni. Ghalhekk qal 1i 1-PBS trid
tithem fuq il-precedent ukoll. Semma li ma jfissirx li dak li hareg fil-passat huwa tajjeb
1zda li I-paragun li semma Dr Paul Borg Olivier ma kienx floku. Wiegeb ghall-materjal
informattiv u qal li tnizzel ukoll numru tal-freephone. Rigward 1-element tal-kontenut, Dr
Mark Vassallo qal li skont il-PBS dan ma kienx jikser Art.119 u li mhix il-mansjoni tal-PBS
li johloq rimedju. Semma 1i I-PBS ghandu kuntratt ghax mhux licenzjat mill-Awtorita
tax-Xandir izda mill-Gvern u ghalhekk hemm obbligu ta’ xandir tal-PSAs. Qal i infatti
l-ispots li baghat 1l-PN kien ksur ¢ar ta’ Art.119 u ma xxandarx. Ikkonkluda li 1-obbligu
tax-xandar huwa li ma jxandarx ksur ta’ Art. 119. Qal li filwagqt li din is-sena kienu aktar
vagi kif wiehed jista’ jghid li ghandu jghid kif ghandha tkun il-metodu ta’ produzzjoni. Dr
Mark Vassallo qal li 1-Awtorita ma kinitx tidhol fil-metodu ta’ produzzjoni u kienet
dec¢izjoni tajba u li I-PBS mhux ged ixandarhom kapri¢ccozament u fil-licenzja tal-PBS
tobbligah li jxandar dawk il-PSAs.

Dr Paul Borg Olivier irreplika li rigward Artikolu 119, dan ma jitkellimx biss dwar politika
partiggjana izda wkoll dwar public policy fejn allura japplika bilan¢ u hin adekwat bejn
partiti rapprezentati fil-Parlament. Ghamel referenza u semma wkoll il-filmat tal-2021 u
dwar id-decizjonijiet tal-Awtorita u talab li tara dak ir-reklam.

Hawnhekk i¢-Chairman intervjena u wissa li I-Awtorita konxja tad-dec¢izjonijiet taghha
stess u ghalaq is-smigh.

Meta l-partijiet hallew is-smigh, il-Bord ghadda sabiex iqis id-diversi sottomissjonijiet u
referenzi mressqa. Ha wkoll konjizzjoni tal-fatt li x-xandar ma stenniex approvazzjoni
mill-Awtorita ghax-Xandir ta’ certi spots meta hekk kien mistenni, kif ukoll iddistingwa
bejn dawk l-ispots imxandra qabel u wara 1-Bagit.
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[I-Bord innota wkoll 1i f’kull spot kien hemm materjal li ma setax jikklassifika bhala
wiehed politiku fl-intier u li dan l-element kien jipprezenta ruhu bil-partecipazzjoni
tal-Prim Ministru li fi spot ilmentat sahansitra deher vizwalment meta dan ma kienx
strettament necessarju ghad-disseminazzjoni ta’ informazzjoni dwar il-Bagit. Ghalhekk
huwa tal-fehma li galadarba jigu inkluzi partijiet ta’ natura politika jew jinghataw sfumaturi
politi¢i fi spot, dan ma jistax ma jkunx meqjus bhala spot politiku. [1-Bord iddec¢ieda li zewg
spots minn tlieta li kienu ttrattati fl-ilment, filwaqt 1i kienu politi¢i ghaliex kienu jittrattaw
il-Bagit izda madankollu ma kinux partiggjani u ghaldaqstant il-Bord ihoss li ma kinux
jimmeritaw rimedju ghal Zbilan¢.

[1-Bord innota li huwa 1-Gvern li jrid itella’ informazzjoni u kampanja dwar il-Bagit li
jxandar huwa stess, kif fil-fatt dejjem hekk sar fi snin precedenti. Din is-sena xxandar spot
lejlet il-Bagit biex thabbar it-tema tal-Bagit 2025, liema spot kellu wkoll il-parte¢ipazzjoni
tal-Prim Ministru. II-Bord ra l-inkluzjoni ta’ xi kumment taw lok ghal sfumatura politika
f"dan l-ispot relatat mal-Bagit u ghaldagstant holoq zbilan¢. Ghaldagstant il-Bord
iddecieda li jilga’ dan l-ilment in parti u jaghti rimedju lill-partit lanjant. Madanakollu 1-fatt
li l-istess partit ghamel mandat, liema mandat intlaga’ provizorjament, dan xekkel
il-process li kellha tiehu 1-Awtorita fi smigh ta’ dan I-ilment. Wara li 1-Bord ha
inkunsiderazzjoni kummenti li setghu kienu politi¢i, il-Bord tal-Awtorita se jippermetti
lill-partit lanjant rimedju ta’ 4 minuti u nofs li jixxandru fuq TVM u TVM+ hekk kif gej:-

Hames spots fuqg TVM u erba’ spots fuq TVM+

Dawn l-ispots ghandhom jixxandru gabel 1-ahbarijiet tat-8pm u wara l-ahbarijiet
tat-8pm u ma jistax jixxandar I-ebda PSA gabel u wara x-xandir ta’ dawn I-ispots;
u fl-ewwel jum meta jidhru dawn l-ispots, spot minnhom irid jidher ukoll waqt
il-break tal-ahbarijiet.

L-ispot ma jistax ikun itwal minn 30 sekonda l-wiehed.

Iridu jigu identifikati bhala produzzjonijiet tal-PN permezz ta’ logo

[I-produzzjoni trid tigi approvata mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir u trid tkun twiegeb
direttament u strettament l-ispot tal-Bagit 2025

Ghandhom jibdew jigu mxandra mhux gabel 3 ijiem minn mindu tigi mhabbra din
1d-decizjoni u l-ispots iridu jigu mxandra fuq perjodu ta’ jumejn;

Qabel ma jixxandar l-ispot ghandha tittella’ caption kif gej : Dan ir-reklam ged
jixxandar fuq struzzjonijiet tal-Awtorita tax-Xandir wara ilment tal-PN

Dawn l-ispots se jkunu ged jghaddu lill-PBS mill-Awtorita tax-Xandir wara li
jkunu gew approvati mill-Awtorita
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[1-PBS ghandu jobbliga ruhu li jxandar dawn 1-ispots minn dik il-gurnata li jaslu
ghandu

Intant, skont Artikolu 41 tal-Att dwar ix-Xandir, 1l-PBS ged jigi ordnat jaqra dan is-sunt
fil-bullettin tal-ahbarijiet ta’ TVM u TVM+ sa mhux iktar minn jumejn wara mill-hrug ta’
din 1d-decizjoni:

“L-Awtorita tax-Xandir wara numru ta’ seduti ttrattat ilment

mill-PN rigward xandir ta’ budget spots u lagghet [-ilment in parti.

Fid-dawl ta’ dan tat rimedju ta’ 4 minuti u nofs ta’ xandir ta’ spots

lill-Partit Nazzjonalista fuqg TVM u TVM+, liema spots iridu
Jittrattaw specifikament il-Bagit 2025.”

Smigh 13/14/15/16 24
Ref.: 48/24
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